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AGRICULTURE  EDUCATION 
IS  OUR  RESPONSIBILITY 

Agrrcultural  societies  and  rural 
families  are  a  part  of  a  community 
related  curriculum.  Education  is 
enhanced  by  relating  the  curriculum  to 
real   life  situations   in  the  community. 

Students  go  into  the  community  at  large 
to  use  available  resources  and  often  to 
provide  service  while  they  learn.  In 
turn,  community  resources  are  brought 
into  the  school.  Without  this  two  way 
system,  we  deprive  our  citizens  of  the 
full  potential  of  a  community  education 
system. 

Here  are  some  ideas  of  how  your 
agricultural    society   can  get  involved. 

Millarville  Mini-Ranch  and  Agricultural 
Programme 

Millarville  Community  School,  with  the 
support  of  the  community,  has  developed 
a  unique  programme  for  the  students. 
Five  years  ago,  plans  were  drawn  up  for 
building  a  barn  on  the  school  property. 
Financial  support  came  from  the 
community  and  the  school  board  to  buy 
the  materials  for  building  the  mini  barn. 
Over  the  course  of  the  first  year 
students,  with  some  assistance  from 
volunteer  community  members,  built  a 
bari  and  outdoor  pens  for  animals. 

/<llb6rra 
AGRICULTURE 

A  junior  high  agricultural  option  class 
has  been  developed  which  studies  various 
things  related  to  the  mini-ranch  and  the 
agricultural  industry.  The  Grade  5 
students  at  the  school  work  with  the 
junior  highs  in  this  area.  At  various 
times  throughout  the  year,  the  classes 
in  the  school  fit  the  mini -ranch  into 
their  curriculum. 

Since  then,  each  year,  the  students 
decide  which  farm  animals  they  would 
like  to  raise  and,  where  possible,  these 
animals  are  either  donated  by  the 
community  or  purchased  by  the  school. 
These  animals  are  then  sold  at  the  end 
of  the  year  to  cover  some  of  the  costs 
of  operating  the  mini -ranch  programire 
for  the  year. 

Community  members  with  expertise  in  the 
agricultural  industry  often  come  in  to 

demonstrate  such  things  as  "floating" 
the  teeth  on  a  horse,  trimming  hooves, 
or  planting  barley.  We  hope  to  expand 
the  horticultural  component  of  the 
programme  this  year. 

Community  Services /Rural  Services  Division,  7000 -113  St.  Edmonton,  Alta.  T6H  5T6  Ph:  427-2171 



Grassland  and  Districts  Agricultural 
Society  -  This  is  your  chance  to  be  a  part 
of  history. 

Grassland  Community  School,  comprised  of 
two  hamlets  and  the  original  fifteen  school 
districts  that  consolidated  into  the 

present  school ,  has  undertaken  the  pro- 
duction of  a  history  book.  The  History 

Book  Society  is  based  at  the  school. 
Several  classes  have  become  involved  in  the 
project. 

The  English  20-30  students  are  working 
on  a  history  research  and  writing  unit. 
They  will  be  interviewing  seniors, 
researching  archives,  etc  and,  finally, 
writing  a  report  that  will  be  published 
in  the  book. 

The  senior  high  typing  class  will  be 
doing   some  of  the  typing  for  the  book. 

Contact  Mary  McNamara,  Grassland, 
525-3733  if  you  or  your  family  have 
anything   to   offer  to   the   History  Book. 

Lethbridge  Heritage  Skills  Day 

Gilbert  Paterson  Community  School 
organized  a  Heritage  Skills  Day. 

A  number  of  heritage  skills  displays, 
ranging  from  ice  cream  making  to  black 
powder  guns,  were  set  up  in  the  school 
for  the  students  to  view  during  the 
school  day.  In  addition,  the  school  was 
open  for  the  public  to  view  the  displays 
during  the  day  and  one  evening. 

Many  local  resource  people  were  used. 
As  well,  in  many  instances,  local 
businesses  supplied  the  raw  material. 

A  great  idea,  right  off  the  farm. 

NOW,  THAT  SHOULD  FILL  YOUR  EASTER  BASKET 
FOR  A  FEW  DAYS! 11 

EVERYONE  A  WINNER  AT  THIS  AFFAIRl 

Grassland  and  Districts  Agricultural 
Society,  Community  School  and  Home  and 
School  Association  jointly  planned  a  fair. 

Thirty  organizations  and  individuals 
were  invited  to  participate  by  setting 
up  displays  and  informing  the  public  of 
educational  opportunities  available  to 
them.  Classrooms       visited  during 
designated       periods.  The  public 
participated  during  the  afternoon  and 
evening  and  the  winners  are  .  .  . 

Agricultural  Society  met  their 
objective?       -    to    support    or  provide 
activities   intended   to   enrich   rural  life 

and     supporting     and     cooperating  with 
other  associations  and  organizations. 

Community  School  characteristics  in  focus 
Interagency     cooperation,     community  use 
of     school     resources     and     a     sense  of 
community. 

Home  &  School  Association  -  parental 
support  and  involvement. 



CHERRY  GROVE  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY 
HOSTS  LITTLE  BRITCHES  RODEO 

AGRICULTURAL     LIFESTYLES     AND  EDUCATIONAL 
RESOURCE 

The  Cherry  Grove  Little  Britches  Rodeo 
was  held  on  July  25,  1986  and  attracted 
500  people.  The  participants  were  all 
from  within  a  fifteen  mile  radius  of 
Cherry  Grove. 

The  most  amazing  thing  about  the  rodeo 
was  the  community  effort  and 
determination  to  make  the  rodeo  a 
real ity. 

It  all  started  with  an  idea  of  the 
Cherry  Grove  Agricultural  Society  to 
have  a  rodeo.  After  a  community  meeting 
at  the  end  of  June,  an  11  member  rodeo 
committee  was  formed. 

"Then       things  really 
snowball",     said  Mrs. 
chairman. 

started  to 

Lybbert,  rodeo 

"We  phoned  everyone  in  the  community  for 
either  a  cash  donation  or  fencing  posts 
to  go  around  the  track  and  to  form  the 

apron."  As  a  result  a  total  of  600 
posts  and  $925  was  collected. 

As  a  token  of  appreciation,  all  donors' 
names  will  be  written  on  a  scroll,  which 
will  be  hung  in  the  community  hall. 

The  first  post  was  pounded  on  July  19, 
exactly  six  days  before  the  rodeo.  In 
the  days  that  followed,  everyone  in  the 
community  dedicated  hours  to  complete 
building  the  full  regulation  scale  rodeo 
grounds  in  time. 

"No  one  person  that  worked  on  the 
grounds  that  week  got  home  before  11 

o'clock   at    night,"      Mrs.    Lybbert  said. 

The  rodeo  couldn't  have  been  possible 
without  the  enthusiasm  and  generosity  of 
Nelson  Burge.  Mr.  Burge  ripped  up  20 
acres  of  his  land  to  provide  space  for 
the  track  and  grounds. 

"All  in  all  it  was  a  job  well  done  and 
lots  of  fun.  Thank  you  Cherry  Grove," 
said  Diane  Lybbert. 

Midway  Community  School  includes 
agricultural  lifestyles  as  a  part  of 
their  education  system.  Grade  5  and  6 
students  plan  a  tour  of  their  family 
farms.  The  students  act  as  tour  guides, 
showing  their  classmates  their  farms  and 
any  unique  features.  The  classroom 
session  on  the  farm  is  followed  in  class 
with  a  full  report  accompanied  by  maps 
and  pictures. 

The  main  objectives  at  Midway  Community 
School  are  to  provide  the  best  possible 
educational  environment  and  opportunites 
for  the  students  and  also  to  ensure  that 
all  community  members  feel  free  to  have 
access    to   the   school    and   its  resources. 

Midway  is  18  miles  East  and  3  miles 
North  of  Carstairs  or  16  miles  East  and 

5  miles  South  of  Didsbury  -  "Midway" 

In  case  you  haven't  met,  Didsbury  and 
Carstairs  Agricultural  Societies,  meet 
Midway  Community  School  principal, 
Werner  Boeger.  Pick  his  brain  as  to  how 
you  might  help  with  agriculture 
education  in  his  school  and  in  your 
community.  Also  -  check  your  December 
Newsletter  and  share  with  him,  a  real 
old  fashioned  country  banter. 

[MMW  ma 

BASHAW  PENNY  CARNIVAL 

Bashaw  Agricultural  Society  set  up  a 
real  penny  carnival  for  the  kids.  They 
had  six  booths  for  six  and  under  and  six 

booths  for  7-12  year  olds.  The  six  and 
unders  won  a  prize  no  matter  how  they 
did  at  the  booth,  the  7-12  year  olds  had 
to  win  theirs. 

7-12  Booths 

Bowl ing 

Basketball 
Lollypop  Tree 
Feed  the  Elephant 

Ring  Toss 
Jelly  Bean  Count 

6  and  Under  Booths 

Walk  the  Plank 
Fish  Pond 

Lollypop  Tree 
Bean  Bag  Toss 
Penny  Drop 
Gold  Panning 



CANADA  PACKERS  ALBERTA  QUILT 
COMPETITION 

Sponsored  by 
cooperation  with 
of  Agricultural 
Agriculture. 

Canada  Packers,  in 
the  Alberta  Association 
Societies    and  Alberta 

This  is  a  two  level  competition.  The 
preliminary  competition  takes  place 
during  the  summer  of  1987,  in  a  fair  or 
event  sponsored  by  48  confirmed 
chartered  agricultural  societies  with 
fifteen  final  and  late  applications  to 

be  considered  at  the  committee's  April 
23  meeting. 

The  final  competition  will  follow  in 
February  1988,  during  the  Alberta 
Association  of  Agricultural  Societies 
Annual  Meeting  in  Camrose  hosted  by  the 
Camrose  Regional  Exhibition  and 
Agricultural  Society. 

The  quilt  winning  first  place  in  a 
preliminary  competition  will  qualify  to 
enter  the  final  competition. 

The  first  annual  Canada  Packers  Alberta 

Quilt  Competitions  will  be  held  in  1987- 
1988.  Qui  Iters  throughout  Alberta  are 
invited  to  enter. 

Further  information  can  be  obtained  from 
participating  community  agricultural 
societies.  Alberta  Agriculture,  District 
Offices,  or  phone,  427-2171. 

The  interest  and  response 

overwhelming,  I'm  sure  we  could 
Alberta  in  quilts  by  1988. 

 ,...QUILTING   

IS 
cover 

YOU  ASKED  FOR  IT 

In  November,  each  agricultural  society 
received  a  Workshop  Request  Form  from 
the  Agricultural  Societies  Program  of 
Alberta  Agriculture. 

In    response    to   your  requests 
provided        the  following 
workshops: 

we  have 

regional 

HOST 
SUBJECT(s) 

DATE 

-Gleichen 
Board  Orientation Jan. 

21 

-Sedgewick Fair  Planning Jan. 26 
-Round  Hill Effective  Mtgs. Jan. 

27 

-Camrose 
Planning  for  Action Jan. 

28 

Committees  that  Work 

Cooperation  not 
Competition 

-Taber 
Board  Orientation Feb. 

02 -Roll ing 
Major  Facil ity 

Feb. 
03 

Hills 
Planning 

-Rosemary 
What  is  an Feb. 

03 

Agricultural  Society -Barrhead Fair  Planning Feb. 16 
Visible  Agricultural Society 

-Springbank Board  Orientation Feb. 16 -Hines 
Exhibitors Feb. 

18 
Creek -Hythe Fair  Planning Feb. 

19 
-Peace 

Fair  Planning Feb. 
20 

River 
-Springbank Goal  Setting Feb. 

25 

-Alberta  Sports  Council 

Spruce  Grove Fund  Raising Mar. 

21 

-All iance 
Major  Facility 

Mar. 

23 

Planning 

Other  workshops  are  booked  for  April, 
May  and  June.  We  have  also  met 
individually  with  many  agricultural 
societies  and  will  continue  to  be 
available  for  this  purpose. 

If  you  think  you  might  like  to  host  a 
regional  workshop  or  have  us  come  out  to 
visit  your  society,  please  give  us  a 
call  at  427-2171. 



PARTNERS  IN  AGRICULTURE  EDUCATION 

Louise  Ross  and  Rae  Hunter  were  partners 
in  a  presentation  at  Greenview  School, 
Edmonton. 

Do  you  know? 

-  that  Alberta  farmers  plant  23,000  acres 
of  potatoes  annually,  approximately 
16,000  acres  on  irrigation,  the  balance 
on  dryland. 

-  that  Alberta  exports  12,000  tons  of 
seed  potatoes  into  the  United  States. 

-  that  the  following  are  beef 
by-products . 

*  imitation  ivory  objects 
*  oil  and  lubricants 
*  bone  china 
*  cosmetics 
*  shampoo 
*  brushes 

*  plaster  and  crack  filler  paste 
*  pet  food 
*  purses 
*  belts 
*  pulleys 
*  footwear 
*  household  oil 

*  sports  equipment 
*  fertilizer  for  lawns 
*  implants  to  correct  scars 
*  household  paint 
*  contact  cement 
*  jellied  candy 
*  red  licorice 

They  covered  the  cow  from  inside  out  and 
from  hoof  to  horn,  everything  but  the 
'moo'  -  no  even  the  moo  which  can  be 
sung  for  musical  sounds. 

Question:  What  is  the  brain  used  for? 
Answer:    Soaps  and  pate 

Question:    What  about  the  tongue? 
Answer:    Jellied  meat,  boiled  meat  - 

Yuck  !     Gross!   (With  an  interest 
emphasis) 

A  great  experience  for  our  staff  and  the 
kids  we  hope.  By  the  way,  you  can  make 
1,900  quarter  pound  hamburger  patties 
from  one  average  sized  284  kilogramme  (625 
pound  beef  carcass)  and  there  are  a  few 
fast  food  outlets  who  double  that  with 

additives    -    also    agricultural  produce. 

Than  Meat 

454  kg  Steer 
(1,000  lb.) 

Retail  B««f  Beef  By  Product* 
197  kg  i435  lbs  ;  .'57  kg  i565  ib>  ■ 

A  454  kg  ll  a»  ;bl  ,rt.r  down; vwld  454  k9  ol  hMl  On  -he  avwage !hai  h.lf  :on  itwr  ̂ letds  onlv  about 197  kq  1435  Ibsi  m  teiail  tw«l  cuts «old  tn  titt  tlott  T>>ii  1%  1.51  than  Kail 
ol  th«i''Mh«  ™-  kg  IbtT^n 



IMTEROEPA«<TM€NTAi  COMMUNITY  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETIES,  POTENTIAL 
PARTNERS  IN  COMMUNITY  EDUCATION 

Agricultural  societies  are  active  in  a 
variety  of  ways  in  285  rural  Alberta 
communities.  They      are  volunteer 
organizations  chartered  under  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Agricultural 
Societies  Act. 

Their  purpose  is  to  encourage  improve- 
ment in  agriculture,  horticulture, 

homemaking  and  the  quality 
of   life    in    the   agricultural  community. 

A  few  of  their  goals  that  relate  directly 
to  education  are: 

1)  to  hold  meetings  for  lectures  and 
demonstrations  and  for  discussion  of 
subjects  connected  with  the  theory  and 
practice  of  those  pursuits  (reference  to 
the  purpose) 

2)  to  hold  exhibitions  or  competitions 
at  which  prizes  may  be  awarded  for: 

(i)  excellence  in  the  raising  or 
introduction  of  livestock, 

(ii)  the  production  of  grains  and  all 
kinds  of  vegetables,  plants,  flowers  and 
fruits, 

(iii)  proficiency  in  farming  and 
homemaking  operations  and  in  skills 
related  thereto, 

(iv)  the  invention  or  improvement  of 
agricultural  machines  or  implements, 

(v)  home  manufacturers  and  works  of 
art,  and 

(vi)  excellence  in  agricultural 
production  or  operation 

3)  by  developing  activities  to 
encourage  and  interest  boys  and  girls  in 
the  work  of  agricultural  societies 

4)  by  supporting  and  cooperating  with 
other  associations  and  organizations  to 
improve  farm  production 

Other  goals  include  promoting 
conservation  of  natural  resources  and 
provision  of  facilities.  Schools  that 
are  committed  to  use  the  education 
process  for  both  individual  and 
community  betterment  will  welcome  these 
partners  in  community  education. 

Agricultural  societies  have  a  wealth  of 
resources  within  their  service  area, 
however,  they  need  encouragement  and 
support  to  realize  and  accept  their  role 
in  community  education  (as  do  other 
groups).  Without  the  initiative  and 
participation  from  groups  like  the 
agricultural  societies  in  the 
communities,  we  do  not  have  community 
education.  In  the  December  Agricultural 
Societies  Newsletter,  a  challenge  was 
presented  for  agricultural  societies  to 
develop  an  education  opportunity 
inventory.  This  inventory  is  intended 
to  provide  openings  in  the  community  to 
extend  classroom  space  and 
opportunities.  Hopefully,      it  will 
support  the  school  curriculum  in  social 
studies,  science,  language  arts,  drama 
and  art.  The  initiative  to  collect 
information  to  provide  opportunities  for 
learning  and  community  involvement  must 
come  from  the  agricultural  societies 
members.  As  educators,  we  have  a 
responsibility  to  help  dispel  old 
concepts  of  education  to  free  the 
community  to  cooperate. 



MOKE 
for 

AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY  SPONSORS  CROP 
DEMONSTRATION  PROJECT 

A  Northeastern  Alberta  agricultural 
society  has  shared  some  of  its  good 
fortune  with  an  Alberta  Agriculture 
district  office  by  helping  set  up  some  crop 
demonstration  plots. 

The  Two  Hills  and  District  Agricultural 
Society  will  use  funds  it  has  received 
to  establish  three  trial  plots  this 
summer  in  a  cooperative  project  with  the 
district  office  in  Two  Hills.  Some 
$3,000  has  been  allocated  to  the  venture. 

It  is  believed  to  be  the  first  joint 
project  of  its  kind  in  Alberta. 
District  Agriculturist,  Barry  Yaremcio 
says  details  still  have  to  be  finalized 
but  the  money  will  be  field  used  to  test 
some  vegetable  and  crop  varieties. 

The  commitment  of  funds  was  made  after 
the  Two  Hills  agricultural  society 
received  $15,000  from  the  Western  Canada 
Lottery  Foundation.  The  society  in 
allocating  these  funds,  asked  the 
district  office  if  it  had  any 
suggestions. 

The  Two  Hills  office  is  manned  by  two 
district  agriculturists,  Yaremcio  and 
Shane  Dobson.  "Shane  was  at  the  meeting 
with  the  agricultural  society  when  they 

asked  for  suggestions,"  said  Yaremcio. 
"And  he  said  'why  not  put  agriculture 
back  into  the  term  agricultural  society'." 

After  some  thought  and  with  the  approval 
of  the  agricultural  society  board,  it 
was  decided  to  use  the  money  to  set  up 
three  trials  this  year.  One  will  be  a 
garden  plot,  testing  different  varieties 
of  vegetables  to  see  which  are  the  most 
suitable  to  the  Two  Hills  area. 
Another  will  be  used  to  set  up  an  oat 
and  field  pea  plot  and  the  third  will  be 
used  for  an  alfalfa  trial. 

The  money  will  be  used  to  employ 
occasional  summer  staff  to  tend  the 
garden  plot  and  to  buy  fertilizer,  seed 
and  weed  control  chemicals  for  the  crop 
trials. 

Dobson  said  the  project  will  be 
considered  a  cooperative  effort  between 
the  agricultural  society  and  the 
district  office. 

FINANCIAL  TERMINOLOGY 

Doug  Barlund  with  the  Farm  Business 
Management  Branch  in  Olds  believes  in 
making    financial    matters  understandable. 

For  those  who  have  trouble  with 
terminology,  he  has  provided  some 
down-to-earth  definitions  that  will  be 

appearing  in  Ag-Knowledge  from  time  to 
time. 

ASSETS:  Something  that's  always  worth 
more  to  you  than  someone  else. 

ACCOUNTS  RECEIVABLE:  When  asked  for 

frequent  response  is,  "The  cheque  is  in 

the  mai 1 ." 
ACCOUNTS  PAYABLE:  Reverse  response,  "I 

paid  that  last  week! " 
BALANCE  SHEET:  A  statement  that  can 
lead  to  dizzy  spells  and  a  lack  of 
co-ordination. 



The  public  has  been  oriented  toward 
school  as  the  place  of  education, 
individual  learning  as  an  isolate,  the 
teacher  as  the  ultimate  educator  and  the 
principal  as  the  head  master.  As 
correnunity  school  advocates,  our  focus 
has  been  on  developing  our  role  as  a 
part  of  a  community  education  process, 
however,  the  community  has  not  developed 
along  with  us  equally  in  the  community 
education  process.  It  is  perhaps 
inconceivable  to  the  staff  in  community 
schools  who  work  so  hard  to  develop  all 
the  characteristics  of  a  community 
school,  that  is  remains  difficult  for 
people  outside  of  the  school  to  approach 
them  to  offer  assistance.  They  need  to 
be  met  on  their  own  turf,  become  aware 
of  curriculum  objectives,  and  to  discuss 
how  the  community  can  assist  in 
providing  every  aspect  of  learning 
possible. 

Life  related  curriculum  does  not  only 
see  people  from  the  community  as  a 
resource  in  the  classroom/school,  it 
uses  the  community  as  a  classroom 
extension  and  people  as  partners  in  an 
education  process,  in  the  school  and  out 
in  the  community.  People      in  the 

commumty "  Eecome  better  educators because  they  have  learned  effectively 
through  sharing  with  professional 
educators  and  through  the  experience 
they  have  had  as  farmers,  business 
people,  craftspeople,  parents,  group 
leaders,  and  in  life. 

Together  we  can  help  individuals  see  the 
relevance  of  their  lives  through  what  we 
are  attempting  to  teach  them.  We  can 
provide  learning  environments  which 
offer  opportunities  to  share 
experiences,  information,  to  think,  to 
participate.  Together  we  can  encourage, 
a  community  education  process  for  the 
individual  and  towards  community 
development. 

Agricultural  societies  can  provide 
related  curriculum  activities  through 
their  treasure  chest  of  member 
resources:  third  generation  families, 
pioneer  parents,  homesteaders,  family 
members  who  have  moved  to  Alberta  farms 
from  other  countries,  people  familiar 
with  farm  machinery  past  and  present, 
poets,  artists,  authors,  travellers  who 
may  share  the  rural  scenes  and  farming 
techniques  used  in  other  countries, 
families  with  picture  albums  and  pioneer 
possessions,  all  waiting  someone  to 
encourage  them  tqjoecome  allies. 

Alberta  Agriculture  has  placed  a  "Pride 
in  Alberta"  teachers  handbook  in  Alberta 
schools.  This  book  is  supportive  of 
social  studies,  science  and  language 
arts  curriculum.  It  is  light  blue, 
black  Cerlox  bind,  21.5  x  28cm  and  4 
inches  thick.  It  may  be  coveted  by  some 
grade  4,  5  or  6  teachers  and  tucked  away 
in  a  desk  drawer  or  file  or  it  may  be  in 
the  school  library  waiting  for  you  to 
discover  it. 

We'd  be  happy  to  initiate  a  meeting 
between  you  and  your  agricultural  society 
or  put  you  in  touch  with  a  contact  near 
your  community  school.  Let  us  put  you 
in  touch  with  your  school. 

Written  for  Inderdepartmental  Community 
Schools  Committee  Principal  Teachers 
Letter  by: 

Rae  Hunter,  Program  Consultant 
Community  Services  Section 
Phone:  427-2171 



4-H'ERS  SELL  SAFETY 

by:    Bob  Coe,  Alberta  4-H  Staff  Writer 

Youthful  4-H  members  will  be  promoting 
safety  on  farm  fields  and  raising  money 
for  their  clubs  throughout  Alberta  this 
spring. 

The  4-H'ers  will  canvas  their  farming 
communities  selling  a  pesticide  safety 
kit.  The  kits  contain  rubber  gloves,  a 
reinforced  plastic  apron,  safety 
goggles,  a  disposable  respirator,  plus 
literature  relating  to  the  use  and 
cleaning  of  protective  clothing. 

Each    kit,    subsidized    by    Hoechst  Canada 
Ltd.,    Regina,    will    sell    for   $30,  with 

^    4-H  clubs  retaining  $10. 

^  At  their  annual  meeting  in  late 
February,  the  Alberta  4-H  Council 
ordered  2,000  kits  from  Hoechst  for 
distribution  to  4-H  clubs  throughout  the 
province. 

David  Thompson,  Hoechst  Northern  Alberta 
Representative,  presented  the  project 
to  the  provincial  council,  pointing  out 

the  program  "provides  an  opportunity  for 
a  large  number  of  farmers  to  try  out  and 

evaluate  the  use  of  protective  clothing." 

"This  is  the  first  year  of  the  safety 
kit  project  and  depending  on  its 
success,  there  is  a  high  probability  it 

will  continue",  Thompson  added. 

Maurice  Delage,  Vice  President  and 
General  Manager  of  Hoechst  recently  said 

in  Regina,  "If  we  can  contribute  to  the 
continued  success  of  the  4-H 
organization  and  its  goals,  and  at  the 
same   time  encourage  farmers   to  use  safe 

^    pesticide  handling  equipment,  we  want  to 

^    do  our  part." 

Safety  Comvr 

FARM  CHEMICAL  CONCERNS  GROW 

In  1983  Alberta  Agriculture's  Crop 
Protection  Branch,  conducted  a  random 
sampling  of  about  500  grain  farmers 
through  Alberta.  The  same  group  was 
surveyed  the  following  year. 

About  75%  of  farm  families  responding  to 
the  second  questionnaire  reported  using 
special  clothing  while  working  with  farm 
chemicals  in  1984,  up  10%  from  the 
previous  year. 

The  percentage  increase  of  farmers  using 
protective  devices  in  the  two  year 
period  was  significant.  Eye  goggle  use 
was  10%  in  1983,  22%  in  1984;  rubber 
gloves  47%  in  1983,  63%  in  1984;  rubber 
boots  5%  in  1983,  21%  in  1984  and 
coverall  up  from  11%  in  1983  to  41%  in 
1984. Cover  up 

-for  ̂  

The  1983  survey  indicated  many  farmers 
wore  regular  work  clothes,  making  little 
effort  to  protect  themselves  from  skin 
exposure  to  farm  chemicals.  Based  on 
the  1983  survey,  an  estimated  5,000 
farmers  experienced  varying  degrees  of 
pesticide  poisoning. 

Most  commonly  used  farm  chemicals  were 
herbicides.  Four  of  five  respondents 
reported  wearing  leather  footwear;  a 
practice  not  recommended  because  leather 
cannot  be  decontaminated. 

(Continued) 



Another  hidden  form  of  contamination  was 
through  inappropriate  laundering 
practices.  Bertha  Eggertson,  Provincial 
Clothing  and  Textiles  Specialist  with 

Alberta  Agriculture's  Home  Economics 
Branch,  has  been  involved  with  extensive 
research  in  farm  clothes  chemical 
contamination. 

Contaminated  work  clothes  were  stored 
for  washing  with  family  clothing  in 
almost  40%  of  cases  reported  instead  of 
a  disposable  container.  Over  40%  of 
respondents  laundered  contaminated 
clothes  with  family  clothing. 

"The  4-H  and  Hoerchst  program  to  promote 
safe  use  of  farm  chemicals  is  a  very 

worthwhile  project,"  Mrs.  Eggertson stated. 

"Simply  by  selling  these  kits  throughout 
their  communities,  4-H  members  will 
learn  more  about  the  value  of  practicing 
safety  first,  especially  with  farm 

chemicals." 

About  300  questionnaires  will  be  sent 
out  to  selected  farms  this  summer  to 
update  statistics  gathered  in  the 
1983-84  surveys. 

For  further  information  about  the  4-H 
Pesticide  Safety  Kit  in  your  area, 
contact  your  local  Regional  4-H 
Special ist. 

The  1987  A.A.A.S.  Seminar  and  Annual 
Meeting  held  in  Red  Deer  in  February  was 
a  great  success.  There  were  more 
delegates  this  year  and  it  was  good  to 
see  a  lot  of  new  faces. 

SEMINAR 

The  presentations  from  Alberta  Agriculture, 
and  Recreation  and  Parks  were  well  received 
The  delegates  were  very  pleased  to  have  the 
opportunity  to  meet  Peter  Elzinga,  Minister 
of  Agriculture,  who  was  our  luncheon 
speaker.  The  table  top  discussions  held  in 
the  afternoon  gave  delegates  the  opportunity 
of  interacting  with  other  delegates  and 
obtaining  information  on  all  the  topics 
discussed. 

HONORARY  MEMBERSHIP 

The  A.A.A.S.  Honorary  Membership  awards 
were  presented  to  Mrs.  Violet  Isaman  from 
Stettler  and  Mr.  Roscoe  Gibb  from  Taber. 
Mr.  Gibb  also  received  the  A.A.A.S.  long 
service  award. 

ANNUAL  MEETING 

Three  resolutions  were  passed  at  the 
meeting,  relating  to  lotteries  money,  audit 
fees  and  associate  membership.  Five  places 
were  vacated  on  the  A.A.A.S.  Board  of 
Directors  and  the  new  board  for  1987/88  are: 

Executive 

Mr.  Fred  Burr,  President Kitscoty 

Mr.  Earl  Brown,  1st  Vice  President 
Westlock 

Mr.  Chris  Maggs,  2nd  Vice  President Berwyn 

Mr.  Rennie  Cormack,  Exec.  Director 
Lakedell 

Directors 

Mr.  Basic  Cooper 
Grimshaw 

Mr.  Doug  Maschmeyer 
Edmonton  Northlands 

Mrs.  Janet  Macdonald 
Kinsel la 

Mrs.  Linda  Radke 
Barrhead 

(Continued) 



Mr.  Jim  Tindall 
Sedgewick 

Mr.  Gordon  Ziegler 
Vegreville 

Camrose  Regional  Exhibition  offered  to 
host  the  1988  A.A.A.S.  Annual  Meeting  in 
February  of  1988.  This  was  put  to  the 
vote  and  carried. 

Next  year's  annual  meeting  will  be  held 
in  conjunction  with  the  Canada  Packers 
Alberta  Quilt  Competition  provincial 
finals  and  should  prove  to  be  very 
exciting   

Loo  K I  ̂ ^^o^-m  I N  6 
IDEAS    TO    IMPROVE   THE    POSITION   OF  YOUR 

AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY 

Courtesy  of  the  agricultural  societies 
of  Manitoba. 

The  agricultural  societies  of  Manitoba 
developed  this  list  of  ideas  at  their 
annual  conference. 

A.  CAST  OFF  OR  CHANGE  OR  QUESTION 

1.  Restrictions  re:  grants  to 
agricultural  societies 

2.  On  a  yearly  basis,  analyze  the  fair 
program  and  participation,  then  drop, 
change  or  add  accordingly. 

B.  INTERESTING  IDEAS  FOR  CHANGE  NOW  OR 
IN  THE  NEAR  FUTURE 

1.  Bring  more  young  people  into  the 
agricultural  society 
-  orientate  them  properly 
-  support  them 
-  allow  them  to  be  fully  responsi- 

ble 

for  projects 

2.  Assess  your  agricultural  society 
and  how  it  functions 
-  how  are  decisions  made? 
-  how  is  business  carried  out? 

C.    Sponsor  non-fair  events  throughout 
the  year 
1.  Educational  events 

-  short  courses 

-  "clean  fields"  competition -  farm  tours 
-  education  days 
-  where  there  is  no  soil  and 
water  conservation  group, 
assume  their  responsibilities 
for  the  benefit  of  the 
community. 

2.  Entertainment  events 
-  art  shows 

-  fiddling  contests 
-  barbershoppers 

-  bonspiels  (including  as  many 
young  people  as  possible) 

-  fashion  show  (involving  as  many 
businesses  as  possible) 

-  craft  shows  (quilting  and  hand- 
work demonstrations) 

3.  Recognition  events 
-  an  appreciation  dinner  and  dance 

for  volunteer  fire  fighters  and 
ambulance  drivers 

-  a  scholarship 

4.  Co-sponsor  major  community  events 
-  spearhead  an  event  but  invite 

other  groups  to  become  involved 
as  well 

-  co-operate 

5.  Improve  fairs 
a)  Capitalize  on  a  theme  (reunion, anniversary) 

b)  Canvass  people  outside  the 
agricultural  society  membership 
for  ideas  -  and  encourage  those 
people  to  develop  those  ideas,. 

c)  Provide  entertaining  events 
that  are  fun  to  participate  in 
and  watch: 

-  Farm  Champ  (one  fair  hold  12 
activities  ..  men  must  com- 

pete in  10  out  of  12  and 
women  must  compete  in  8) -  Team  Roping 

-  Tractor  Pull 

-  Pig  Scramble 
-  Hog  Cal 1 ing 
-  Bdby  Derby 



-  Pet  Shows 
-  Animal  Baby  Fair 
-  Bessie  Bingo 
-  Folklorama 
-  Queen  Competition 
-  Dunk  Tanks 

-  Car  Demolition  -  sledgeman 
hits  at  old  car 

-  Pancake  breakfast 

-  Inventors'  Corner 
-  Innovative  craft  displays 

-  "New  competitor  classes"  for horses 
-  Mutton  Busters 
-  Tractor  Driving 
-  "Wonder  Woman"  contest  - 

putting  in  fence  posts, 
driving  tractor,  gather  eggs, 
etc. 

-  "fun"  band  competition 
-  Tractor  driving  competition  - 

blindfold  wife  and  husband 

gives  direction  from  tractor 
how  to  steer 

-  Needle  in  haystack  hunt  - 
colored  straws  found  for 

prizes 
-  Bingo 
-  Balloons  with  tickets  for 

rides  in  them  tossed  out 
during  parade 

-  Free  stage  -  any  kind  of 
entertainment  for  small 

prizes  -  one  hour  or  so 
-  Band  with  homemake  instru- 

ments 

-  BMX  Bicycle  Wizards"  winning team 

-  Bike  Competition  (How  long  on 
one  wheel ) 

-  Goat  Dressing  Competition 
-  Freckle  Competition 
-  Slow  Pitch  Ball  Tournament 

d)  Contact  breed  associations  to 
improve  herd  shows 

e)  Update  exhibit  list 
f)  Assign  tasks  to  young  people 

and  give  them  a  free  rein  to 
carry  them  through 

g)  Provide  Education  Through 
-  Demonstrations 

-  Displays  (Inventors'  Corner) 
-  Bicycle  Safety  Competition 

(Handled  by  R.C.M.P. 
-  Exposure  to  High  Quality 

Products  Through  Exhibit 
Classes 

h)  Invite  another  community 
organization  to  handle  a  task, 

eg:  gate 
i)  Allow  special  interest  groups 

to  run  their  own  section: -  craft  group 
-  art  club 

-  photography  club 

j)  School  Work 
-  visit  schools  six  weeks  prior 

to  fair  to  advertise  and  ask 
for  ideas  for  successful 

participation 
k)  Canvass  other  fairs  (in  and 

out-of-province  for  successful ideas) 

6)  Maintain  a  good  relationship  with 
local  media  throughout  the  year! 

7)  Advertise  events  well  through 
good  sized  posters  (misspell  a 
couple  of  words  -  everyone  will read  it) 



FROM  THE  FEATHER  OF  A  FRIEND 

The  recent  annual  convention  of  the 
Canadian  Association  of  Exhibitions 
(C.A.E.)  recognized  the  contribution  of 
two  Alberta  agricultural  societies  to  the 
fair  and  exhibition  industry. 

STAFF  CHAFF 

Effective  April  6,  1987,  Louise  Ross  is  the 
new  Program  Consultant  to  agricultural 
societies  in  the  Barrhead  and  Peace  River 

regions  of  Alberta. 

Louise  comes  to  the  Agricultural  Societies 
Program  after  6  years  with  the  Green 
Certificate  Program  in  Fairview. 

Born  on  a  farm  near  Camrose,  Louise 
remembers  exhibiting  her  calf  at  the 
Camrose  fair.  Please  join  us  in  welcoming 
Louise  to  the  Agricultural  Societies 
Program. 

Local  Fair  of  the  Year  was  awarded  to 
Millarville  Racing  and  Agricultural 
Society 

Regional  Fair  of  the  Year  was  awarded  to 
Medicine  Hat  Exhibition  &  Stampede  Co. 
Ltd. 

Congratulations  to  both  boards,  staff 
and  volunteers  that  worked  so  hard  to 
make  these  organizations  a  success. 

Delegates  spent  considerable  time 
discussing  proposed  federal  programs  for 
fairs  and  exhibitions.  This  program  is 
called  Production  Development  Assii.tance 
Initiative.  Primarily,  it  may  have  an 
impact  on  federal  financial  assistance 
to  Class  "A"  and  "B"  fairs  in  Alberta 
and  across  Canada. 

Elwood  Hart,  C.A.E.  Executive  Director, 
said  in  the  February  issue  of  Fairscope, 
"The  influence  of  the  P. D.A.I,  program 
on  how  our  organizations  operate,  the 
role  of  the  fair  or  exhibition  in  its 
community,  the  eligibility  for  financial 
assistance  and,  perhaps  most  important, 
how  fairs  respond  to  the  needs  of  the 
people  in  the  community  are  all  factors 

that  must  be  addressed." 

We  fully  acknowledge  with  "Thanks"  but without  loss  of  conscience  that  we 
lifted  some  of  our  newsletter  from  the 
following  sources: 

-  Interdepartmental  Community  School 
Committee 

-  Classroom  Agriculture  Program 

-  Ag-Knowledge,  Alberta  Agriculture 

-  Manitoba  Agricultural  Societies 
Newsletter 

-  Alberta  Recreation  and  Parks 



The  Alberta  Association  of  Recreation 
Facility  Personnel  will  be  holding  its 
Annual  Workshop  and  General  meeting  in 
Red  Deer  APRIL  29,  30  and  MAY  1,  1987. 
This  is  the  10th  anniversary  of  the 

Association's  annual  event,  which  will 
be  held  in  Red  Deer's  Capri  Hotel. 

This  year's  event  will  build  on  the 
anniversary  theme  and  once  again  will 
provide  an  exhibition  of  parks  and 
recreation  products,  equipment  and 
services,  and  a  very  full  agenda  of 
topical  and  relevant  educational 
sessions.    Topics  of  interest  include; 

Insurance,      Liability     and  Risk 
Management 
Facility  Planning 
Building  and  Park  Maintenance 
Cemetery  Care 
Facility  Renovations  and  Upgrading 
New  Products  Seminar 
Staff/Public  Relations 

Registration  information  is  available 
from  Mr.  Rich  Robert,  City  of  Red  Deer 
Recreation  Department,  City  Hall,  Red 
Deer,  Alberta.    Telephone  342-6100. 

icwmmm  '87 

Conference 
The  International  Council  for  Health, 
Physical  Education  and  Recreation,  and 
the  Canadian  Association  for  Health, 
Physical  Education  and  Recreation  have 
scheduled  a  Joint  Congress/Conference 

for  June  9-13,  1987  at  the  University 
of  B.C.  in  Vancouver.  The  theme  of 

"Towards  the  21st  Century"  is  designed 
to  address  future  directions  in  the 
areas  of  health  and  fitness,  physical 
education  and  recreation,  and  sport 

and  leisure.  '  For  registration 
information,  you  can  write  to 

Conference  '87,  Room  203,  War  Memorial 
Gym,  Vancouver,  B.C.  V6T  1W5 

Alberta  Recreation  and  Parks  and  the 
Alberta  Association  of  Recreation 
Facility  Personnel  are  once  again, 

co-sponsoring  a  series  of  two-day 
workshops  intended  for  public  swimming 

pool  staff. 

Those  involved  in  day-to-day  operations 
of  a  swimming  pool  will  find  this  work- 

shop to  be  a  valuable  in-class  and 
hands-on  experience.  Upon  completion, 
successful  participants  will  be 
familiar  with: 

-  water  circulation  and  filtration 
-  water  balance 

-  basic  chlorine  chemistry 

The  schedule  is  as  follows: 

May  4-5,  1987  (Calgary) 
May  6-7,  1987  (Calgary) 
May  12-13,  1987  (Fairview) 
May  14-15,  1987  (Edmonton) 

Brochures   and   registration   forms  will  ^ 

be  mailed  out  to  all   public   swimming  " pools    in   the   near   future.     For  more 
information,  contact: 

Don  Naffin  427-5724 

AremOjmfUf^^/(iyf 

Alberta  Recreation  and  Parks  and  the 
Alberta  Association  of  Recreation 
Facility  Personnel  are  introducing 
this  advanced  four-day  workshop, 
scheduled  for  May  25-28,  1987  in 
Wetaskiwin. 

The  topics  to  be  presented  will  be: 
-refrigeration 

-developing  an  operations  & 
maintenance  manual 
-staff  scheduling 
-safety 

-quality  of  service  (public re  lations) 

Brochures   and   registration   forms  will 
be  available  in  the  near  future.  For 
more  information,  contact: 

Don  Naffin  at  427-5724 



This  section  or 
specifically  with 
and  provide  a  copy 

the    newsletter  deals 
fairs.      Please  detach 
to  your  fair  committee 

ARE  THERE  COBWEBS  ON  YOUR  FAIR  PROGRAM? 

Does  your  fair  need  a  good  shake  to  get 
the  dust  out  and  put  the  zip  back  in? 
Unfortunately,  even  the  most  popular 
events  loose  their  appeal  after  a  few 
years. 

It's  time  to  let  the  creativity  flow. Take  a  fresh  look  at  the  fair.  Invite 
everyone  to  participate  by  asking  them 
to  suggest  possible  ideas.  Write 
everything  down,  no  matter  how  crazy  or 
wild  it  sounds.  Give  your  membership 
and  the  general  public  permission  to 
suggest  everything  that  comes  to  mind. 
Some  fantastic  programs  have  evolved 
from  a  crazy  idea. 

Those  who  are  interested  enough  to  come 
to  a  meeting  can  present  their  ideas 
together  at  the  meeting.  The  advantage  of 
developing  ideas  as  a  group  is  that  people 
get  new  ideas  as  a  result  of  hearing  the 
ideas  of  others.  These  can  be  recorded  on 
large  sheets  of  paper  around  the  room. 
Ideas  gathered  from  others  not  at  the 
meeting  can  also  be  put  before  the  group. 
Allow  some  silence  for  thinking.  Do  not 
discuss   any  of   the   ideas  at  this  time. 

When  the  group  is  satisfied  that  all 
ideas  are  recorded,  they  can  begin  to 
discuss  what  is  on  the  lists.  It  is  now 
appropriate  to  ask  questions,  priorize 
and  make  evaluative  comments.  Some  of 
the  ideas  will  begin  to  develop  into 
feasible  programs. 

Through  this  newsletter,  agricultural 
societies  are  sharing  their  ideas  for 
new  programs.  Refer  to  back  issues  for 
new  ideas,  especially  the  April  issues. 
You  can  also  ask  us  or  your  neighboring 
agricultural  societies  for  ideas. 

How  do  you  acquire  a  judge? 

Contact  your  local  District 
Agriculturist  or  District  Home 
Economist.  They  often  are  able  to 
suggest  names  of  suitable  judges  and 
will  contact  the  judges  themselves  or 
ask  your  society  to  contact  them. 

How  are  judges  paid? 

Judges  Claim  Forms,  available  from  District 
Offices,  must  be  completed  and  routed 
through  the  District  Agriculturist  or  Home 
Economist.  Cheques  are  mailed  directly  to 
the  judges.  If  your  society  pays  the  judge, 
instead  of  having  them  complete  the  claim 
form,  the  Department  is  not  able  to 
reimburse  your  society. 

If  the  judge  expects  a  larger  honorarium 
than  the  honorarium  provided  by  the 
Department  and  you  wish  to  hire  him/her, 
your  society  is  responsible  for  paying 
the  amount  in  excess  of  the  standard 
honorarium. 

Alberta  Agriculture  reserves  the  right  to 
limit  the  number  of  judges  it  will  pay  for. 

NOTE: 

The  fair  grant  application  forms  will  be 
mailed  to  you  in  June. 

wcmr  or  rtM  extcnsss 



WHAT  DO  JUDGES  EXPECT  FROM  THE  FAIR 
ORGANIZERS? 

Each  judge  has  unique  expectations.  Ask 
each  judge  what  they  expect  from  you  as 
you  discuss  hiring  them.  It  is  also 
important  for  you  to  communicate  what 
your  fair  committee  expects  of  them. 
Here  are  some  expectations  most  judges 
have: 

1.  To  be  asked  to  judge  well  in  advance 
of  the  fair  (at  least  a  month). 

2.  To  receive  a  fair  book  well  in 
advance,  which  includes  clearly 
designated  classes,  clear  rules  and  a 
description    of    the  system    of  judging. 

3.  They  want  to  know  what  they'll  be 
judging   and  how  many  entries  to  expect. 

4.  The  judge  likes  to  know  what  other 
judges  in  the  area  are  also  coming  so 
they     can     plan     to     travel  together. 

5.  They  want  to  know  if  they  are 
expected  to  write  comments.  Most  judges 
want  you  to  provide  an  assistant  to 
write     comments     as     they  make  them. 

6.  The  judge  may  expect  to  provide 
judging  supplies,  eg:  a  knife  or  he  may 
expect  you  to  provide  them.  Discuss 
this  with  them  and  decide  whose 
responsibility  it  will  be. 

7.  Judges  need  to  judge  without  the 
presence  of  the  exhibitor  or  the  general 
publ ic. 

8.  If  there  are  any  disputes,  most 
judges  expect  the  fair  organizers  to 
resolve  them. 

9.  Judges  usually  expect  to  have 
helpers  provided  by  the  society  to 
record  and  to  attach  ribbons. 

10.  They  like  good  lighting  in  the 
judging  area. 

11.  They  appreciate  being  greeted  at  the 
door. 

12.  They  appreciate  the  availability  of 
refreshments  and  an  area  to  relax  and 
talk  with  other  judges  and  fair 
organizers. 

DID  YOU  KNOW? 

Each  agricultural  society  is  to  send 
their  prize  list  in  to  Alberta 
Agriculture  six  weeks  before  the  fair, 
(Section    30,    Agricultural    Societies  Act) 

GUIDELINES  FOR  PAYMENT  OF  JUDGES 

Reimbursement 

Judges  will  be  reimbursed  by  the 
Community  Services  Section,  Alberta 
Agriculture  as  follows: 

Honorarium: 

a)  $30.00  for  less  then  4  hours  including 
travel  time  to  and  from  the  event. 

b)  $60.00  for  4-8  hours,  including  travel 
time  to  and  from  the  event. 

c)  $90.00  for  more  than  8  hours, 
including  travel  time  to  and  from  the 
event. 

Judges  who  charge  higher  fees  may  be 
hired.  However,  the  show  sponsors  are 
responsible  for  the  extra  cost. 

Travel : 

Will  be  paid  at  current  government 
business     travel      rates:  $.24/km  in 
Central  and  Southern  Alberta  and  $.25/km 
in  Northern  Alberta,  north  of  specified 
boundaries. 

Maximum  round  trip  is  500  km. 

Meals: 

Will   be  paid  at  current  government  rates: 

Breakfast  (Leave  earlier  or  return  later 
than  7:30  a.m.)  $5.00 

Lunch  (Leave  earlier  or  return  later 
than  1:00  p.m.)  $6.75 

Dinner  (Leave  earlier  or  return  later 
than  6:30  p.m.)  $12.50 

Where  the  fair  sponsor  provides  a  meal, 
these  expenses  may  not  be  claimed. 



BE  FAIR  -  EXHIBITOR'S  ETIQUETTE 

1.  Read  the  prize  list  carefully  and 
follow  the  requirements  closely.  All 
entries  not  complying  with  the  prize  list 
may  be  disqualified. 

2.  Read  the  judging  standards  to  know 
what  quality  you  are  aiming  for  and  how 
your  entry  will  be  judged. 

3.  Be  sure  your  entries  are  clean,  neat 
and  presentable.  Follow  any  instructions 
for  presentation  given  in  the  fair  book. 

4.  Fill  out  your  entry  form  carefully. 

Be  sure  you've  entered  into  the  right 
category. 

5.  Properly   label    or  tag   all  entries. 

6.  Make  sure  all  entries  arrive  at  the 
exhibit  hall  on  time. 

7.  Be  open  minded.  You  can't  always  win, 
but  great  satisfaction  can  be  derived  from 
showing  your  work. 

8.  If  you  have  questions  or  suggestions 
that  would  improve  the  fair  or  your 
exhibits  for  next  year,  take  time  to  talk 
to  the  organizers. 

9.  If  you  had  a  good  time  consider 

volunteering  to  assist  at  next  year's  fair. 

THIS  IS  A  NEW  IDEA  TO  ADD  TO  YOUR  FAIR  BOOK 

I 
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QUITE  POSSIBLY  A  FIRST 

The  High  River  Agricultural  Society  held  a 
workshop  May  12  and  successfully  planned 
for  community  involvement  in  developing  an 
evaluation  team  for  a  community  event  - 
"The  Annual  Little  Britches  Rodeo".  The 
rodeo  has  become  a  cooperative  community 
effort  and  involvement  by  High  River 
groups  increases  every  year. 

They  didn't  stop  at  just  planning  the 
evaluation  and  developing  a  team,  they 
worked  out  strategy  for  each  committee 
group  to  evaluate  each  activity  at  the 
rodeo.  The  parade,  the  campground,  rodeo 
mutton  busting,  concession,  Chamber  of 
Commerce  breakfast,  social  events  -  the 
Whole  Works! 

Strategy  included  -  who  would  evaluate 
what,  how  and  when.  Members  at  the 
workshop  made  commitments  to  be 
responsible  for  contacting  specific  groups 
to  request  members  for  the  evaluation 
team.  The      evaluation  included 
opportunities  for  the  attending  public  to 
provide  feedback. 

The  results  are  being  processed, 
however,  one  thing  the  committee  has 
discovered  is  to  ask  more  direct 

questions  next  year.  Great  ..,  Good  .., 
Yes  ..,  and,  No  ..  are  not  really  a 
basis  for  evaluation.    Nice  work  team!! 

/dlbcrra 
AGRICULTURE 

AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETIES  SUPPORT  4-H 

A  quick  telephone  survey  of  agricultural 
societies  revealed  that  they  provided 

considerable  support  to  recent  4-H  Club 
shows  and  sales.  For  example,  Willingdon 
Agricultural  Society  provided  free  use  of 
their  arena,  donated  a  banner  and  catered 
the  4-H  Club  dinner,  Willingdon 
Agricultural  Society  receives  financial 
assistance  to  operate  their  facility  from 
the  Agricultural  and  Community  Services 
Branch  of  Alberta  Agriculture. 

Daysland  and  District  Agricultural  Society 
assisted  their  local  4-H  Beef  Show  and 
Sale  through  sponsoring  the  dinner  and 
providing  judges  to  judge  the  best  dressed 
stall.  The  show  and  sale  took  place  at 
the  local  arena.  The  Daysland  and 
District  Agricultural  Society  receives  an 
operating  grant  from  the  Agricultural  and 
Community  Services  Branch  to  assist  with 
the  operating  costs  of  this  arena. 

We're  sure  there  are  many  other  agri- 
cultural societies  helping  their  4-Hers. 

Tell  us  about  the  support  you  offer  to  your 
4-H  Clubs  and  we'll  share  it  with  others 
through  the  newsletter. 

Community  Services /Rural  Services  Division,  7000 -113  St.  Edmonton  Alta.  T6H  5T6  Ph:  427-2171 





KELSEY  YOUTH  WINS  4-H  PREMIER'S  AWARD 

Gail  Cunninghem,  17,  of  Kelsey,  Alberta 
was  chosen  as  the  1987  Provincial  4~H 
Premier's  Award  Winner  Niay  4  at  Olds 
Community  College. 

Olds/Didsbury,  M.L.A.,  Roy  Brassard, 
presented  the  award  trophy  to  Gail  at  the 
Provincial  4'-H  Selections  Awards  Breakfast. 

The  Premier's  Award  is  the  highest  level 
of  achievement  in  the  Alberta  4-H  Program 
The  winner  and  finalists,  represent  4-H  at 
various  Provincial,  National  and  Inter- 

national events. 

SKTOTIEFiilE 

WE  VISIT  FAIRS  -  DO  YOU? 

The  staff  here  at  Alberta  Agriculture  are 

busy  collecting  fair  dates,  checking  road 

maps  and  scheduling  a  summer's  worth  of fair  visits. 

Why  do  we  ao  it?  Mainly  to  meet  fair 

organizers  and  share  ideas  on  improving 
fairs. 

Sharing  ideas  between  active  fair 
volunteers  is  our  number  one  goal  right 

now.  In  order  to  meet  that  goal ,  we  need 

one  copy  of  your  fair  book.  Then  we  can 

complete  our  fair  visit  schedule.  So, 

please    keep    those    fair    books  comingl 

We  would  also  appreciate  an  invitation  to 

your  fair  if  you  would  like  to  share 

ideas.    We  will  try  our  best  to  be  there. 

The  Bentley  and  District  Agricultural 
Society  used  the  theme ,  Community 

Cooperation  in  Action"  for  their  1986 fair.  A  well  chosen  theme  can  add  new 
interest  to  your  annual  fair  and  make  it 
more  newsworthy. 

Twelve  families  who  have  recently  moved  to 
Cadogan  know  about  the  Cadogan 
Agricultural  Society.  They  were  told 
about  tFie  society  through  the  Welcome 
Wagon.  Have  you  told  newcomers  to  your 
community  about  your  society? 

The  first  annual  meeting  of  the  Hay  Lakes 
and  District  Agricultural  Society  featured 
a  discussion  on  future  directions  of  the 
society.  Members  usually  appreciate  an 
opportunity  to  influence  the  direction  of 

"CROPS  OF  ALBERTA"  DEMONSTRATION  PLOTS 

The  Crop  Protection  Branch  of  Alberta 
Agriculture  is  once  again  preparing  the 

"Crops  of  Alberta"  demonstration  plots 
south  of  the  J. 6.  O'Donoghue  Building 
(7000  -  113  Street),  in  Edmonton. 

"Crops  of  Alberta"  displays  a  wide 
diversity  of  annual  and  perennial  crops 
that  are  grown  in  Alberta.  These  plots 
include  cereals,  oilseeds,  special  crops, 
perennial  forages  and  horticultural 
crops.  Some  of  the  unusual  crops  are 
sorghum,  Jerusalem  artichokes,  ornamental 
corn,  wild  rice,  peanuts,  yellow  potatoes 
and  chick  peas. 

"Crops  of  Alberta"  is  open  throughout  the 
summer  for  public  viewing.  Information 
signs  at  each  plot  allow  for  self  guided 
tours,  or  guided  tours  can  be  arranged  by 
calling  Lorna  Stephen  at  427-5334,  in 
Edmonton.  Viewing  is  best  from  mid-July 
through  August  when  the  crops  are 
established  and  approaching  maturity. 

When  you  are  in  Edmonton  be  sure  to  stop 

by  "Crops  of  Alberta". 



PEST  CONTROL  IN  SCHOOLS 

Everybody  is  spraying  tent  caterpillars  or 
other  assorted  bugs  right  now.  How 
harmful  are  these  chemicals  and  what  do 
they  do  to  humans  and  insects? 

In  September  1986,  Alberta  Agriculture 

published  a  booklet  called,  "Pest  Control 
in  Canada".  This  booklet  was  developed 
for    use    in    the    Biology    20  classroom. 

With  the  majority  of  Canadians  looking  at 
issues  from  an  urban  prospective,  it  is  a 
good  time  to  educate  young  people  about 
the  issues  affecting  agriculture  and  rural 
Canadians.  The  study  of  this  material  is 
excellent  for  all  students  rural  and  urban. 

Topics  covered  in  the  course  include: 
Population  Biology  of  Pests,  Agriculture 
and  Food  Production  in  Canada,  Pesticides 
and  Pest  Control  -  Chemical  versus 
Biological . 

When  your  teachers  are  planning  their 
courses  for  next  fall,  why  not  suggest 
that  they  obtain  a  copy  of  this  booklet. 
It  is  well  written  and  provides  good 
lesson  plan  material.  Questions  and  class 
activities  are  suggested  at  the  end  of 
each  chapter. 

If  your  agricultural  society  is  getting 
involved  with  the  local  school,  why  not 
suggest  this  material  to  the  teachers. 
Most  students  could  benefit  from  some 
additional  information  on  an  issue  that 
will  soon  be  another  urban-rural  debate. 

For  further  information  or  copies  of  the 
booklets  for  teachers,  contact: 

Keith  Price 

Crop  Protection  Branch 
Alberta  Agriculture 

AGRICULTURAL  AND  COMMUNITY  SERVICES  BRANCH 
A  Resource  to  You 

The  Agricultural  Society  Program  staff 
have  provided  program  assistance  in  the 
last    few   months    in   the   following  areas: 

Barrhead  Region  Judge's  Up-Date Branch  staff  facilitated  a  session  on  the 
philosophy  and  problems  of  judging,  which 

was  a  part  of  the  judge's  up-date  held  at 
Edmonton,  May  20  and  organized  by  the  home 
economists  in  the  Barrhead  Region. 

How  to  Plan  a  Successful  Fair 
Our  staff  conducted  fair  workshops  with 
Breton  and  Blackfalds  Agricultural  Soc- 

ieties and  a  regional  workshop  at  Stettler. 
The  Stettler  District  Agricultural  Society 
hosted  the  one-day  event. 

Planning  for  Community  Involvement 

High  River 

A  Successful  Fund-Raising  Campaign 
Branch  staff  facilitated  regional  fund- 
raising  workshops  which  were  hosted  by 
Willingdon  and  Hardisty  Agricultural  Soc- 

ieties. Our  branch  also  facilitated  a 
workshop  at  New  Sarepta. 

How  to  Develop  a  Facility 
Lakedell 
Kinsella 
Carbon 

Branch  Staff  Provided  Information  About 
the  Agricultural  Societies  Program  to: 
Fort  Assiniboine 
Albright 

Orientation  for  New  Agricultural  Societies 

(We     can     also     provide    orientations  ^to established        agricultural  societies.) 
Big  Valley 

Hay  Lakes 

If  you  would  like  to  discuss  a  possible 
workshop  in  your  area,  please  call  us  at 
427-2171. 



WESTERN  CANADA  LOTTERY  UPDATE 

A  big  THANK  YOU  to  all  who  worked  hard  to 
meet  the  accounting  requirements  for 
lottery  funding.  We  are  now  contacting 
those  few  agricultural  societies  who  had 
difficulty  complying. 

The  second  payment  of  funds  to 
agricultural  societies  from  the  Western 
Canada  Lottery  Corporation  will  be 
distributed  in  August.  Once  again  payment 
will  be  made  to  agricultural  societies 
chartered  as  of  April  1,  1986  and 
currently  in  good  standing  under  the  terms 
of  the  Agricultural  Societies  Act. 

Class  "D"  agricultural  societies  will 
receive  $15,000.00. 

Class  "C"  agricultural  societies  will 
receive  $25,000.00. 

Class  "B"  agricultural  societies  will 
receive  $100,000.00. 

If  you  have  any  comments  or  questions, 
call  Andy  McPhee,  427-2171. 

KEEP  THOSE  JUDGES  SMILING 

Judges  are  an  important  part  of  any  bench 
show,  horticultural  show,  livestock  or 
seed  show.  Without  their  important 
decisions,  everything  would  just  be 
displays  and  fairs  would  lose  some  of  that 
exhibition  flavor. 

The  Barrhead  region  recently  had  a  judge's 
workshop.  The  judges  learned  more  about 
their  role  and  shared  some  good 
information  which  could  help  convenors  and 
fair  committees. 

Following  are  some  comments  about  the  role 

of  the  judge.  "The  role  of  the  judge  is to  make  fair  decisions  which  can  be 

supported  by  a  standard.  The  judge  should 
be  objective  and  able  to  work,  within  the 
given  time  frame.  The  intent  should  be  to 

educate  the  public." 

Taking  the  idea  that  good  judges  increase 
the  quality  and  standard  of  your  show,  it 
is   important  to   keep  those  judges  happy. 

Some  suggestions  for  your  committee: 

1)  Make  sure  convenors  are  meeting 
the  judges. 

2)  Make  sure  convenors  know  what 
their  job  is  going  to  be. 

3)  Send  the  fair  book  to  the  judge 
well  ahead  of  the  show. 

4)  Review  your  categories  and 
exhibits  each  year. 

5)  Be  specific  in  your  classes  and 

eliminate    that    "too    general"  category. 
6)  Allow  enough  time  for  judging. 

The  day  before  is  preferred. 
7)  Be  helpful  but  quiet  as  a 

convenor.  Talking  can  be  distracting  to 
the  judge. 

8)  Provide  larger  spaces  for  written 
comments  with  stick  on  tags. 

9)  Accept  the  judge's  decision  - 
that's  why  they  are  there,  right? 

Try  to  keep  the  judges  happy  and  your  show 
will  run  more  smoothly.  Judges  are  such 
an  integral  part  of  the  show  that  they 
deserve  your  attention.  Remember  that  old 

Irish  ballad,  "When  judges  eyes  are 

smiling  .  .  ". 



"EVERYBODY  HAD  A  GOOD  TIME,  SO  IT  MUST  HAVE 
BEEN  A  SUCCESS!" 

Have  you  considered  this  method  of  evalua- 
tion in  your  past?  At  a  recent  workshop 

in  High  River,  we  were  impressed  with  the 
commitment  and  involvement  that  a  small 
group  from  the  agricultural  society  made 
to  evaluation.  A  more  complete  write-up 
is  included. 

The  group  decided  to  take  two  objectives: 
(1)  increased    community  involvement 
(2)  useful  evaluations 

and  develop  them  into  action  for  their 
upcoming  rodeo. 

The  final  plan  will  vary  with  the 
community  but  an  essential  process  was 
started.  Knowing  where  your  fair,  bench 
show,  rodeo  or  whatever  was  successful  or 

maybe  not  successful,  helps  in  next  year's 
planning. 

How  do  you  develop  an  evaluation?  Your 
first  step  is  to  set  some  criteria  to 
measure  your  success.  Such  things  as 
involvement  of  people,  enjoyment  or  cost 
effectiveness  might  be  used. 

The  ideal  situation  is  to  have  a  clear 
outline  of  objectives  for  your  fair  and 
measure    to    evaluate    these  objectives. 

An  objective  often  listed  in  an 

agricultural  society's  by-laws  is  to 
sponsor  an  exhibition  at  which  prizes  will 
be  awarded  in  agricultural,  horticultural 
and/or  home  making  classes.  This 
objective  needs  more  specifics  in  order  to 
write  some  good  criteria. 

An  example  would  be  to  evaluate  partici- 
pation. You  could  develop  some  questions  on 

the  number  of  people  entering  the  fair  or 
volunteers    involved    in    running   the  fair. 

Another  example  of  developing  criteria  is 
to  measure  the  entries  in  different  events 
in  the  fair.  Not  all  criteria  may  be 
numbers  -  look  at  the  factors  that  develop 
a  successful  event  and  develop  some  good 
questions  that  will  help  you  measure 
success. 

Each  agricultural  society  should  develop 
their  own  evaluation  method  and  sheet  of 
questions.  It  is  important  to  evaluate. 
At  your  next  meeting  or  before  the  next 
fair,  establish  a  plan  to  evaluate, 
develop  some  criteria  to  use  and  proceed. 

As  in  all  volunteer  activities,  develop 
clear  written  instructions  for  those 
involved.  Schedule  and  divide  up  the 
tasks  so  that  people  can  have  small 

jobs. You  will  also  need  to  consider  some  method 
of  compiling  the  results  of  your 
evaluation.  Even  though  everyone  is  tired 
by  the  end  of  the  show,  plan  a  meeting 
within  a  week  specifically  for  evaluation. 

Next  year,  the  information  you  will  have 
on  paper  should  be  very  valuable  for  the 
next  fair  committee.  Learn  from  things 
that  happen  and  develop  an  even  more 
successful  fair. 



1   „.,...,QU1LTING   „..  , 

 .i 

CANADA  PACKERS  ALBERTA  QUILT  COMPETITION 
UPDATE 

Our  first  two  preliminary  level 
competitions  took  place  at  Rumsey,  May  9 

and  Fairview,  May  29.  I'm  sorry  I 
couldn't  make  it  to  both.  I  did  see  the 
Fairview  results  and  display.  It  looked 
great.  The  quilt  stands  designed  by  David 
Schur  of  the  Berwyn  Agricultural  Society 
certainly  helped  the  visual  aspect  of  the 
show.  Entries  were  low  in  Fairview, 
however,  they  made  it  appear  larger  by 
displaying  a  number  of  quilts  with  the 
competition  quilts.    A  good  idea! 

The  quilt  stand  plans  (2  types)  will  be 
available  from  the  Quilt  Coordinating 
Committee  by  mid-June  at  a  minimal  cost 
for  the  2  sets  of  plans.  This  money  will 
go  towards  supporting  the  quilt 
competition.  We  will  not  have  the  luxury 
of  government  support  indefinitely. 
However,  your  provincial  association  of 
agricultural  societies  (A.A.A.S.)  is 
considering  this  as  a  future  project  - 
with  your  assistance.  Don't  forget  to  mark 
February  11  -13,  1988  to  attend  the 
A.A.A.S.  Annual  Meeting/Conference  and 
finals  for  the  Canada  Packers  Alberta  Quilt 
Competition. 

The  Camrose  Regional  Exhibition,  the  County 
of  Camrose  Seniors  Recreation  Centre  and 
the  Coordinating  Committee  for  the  Canada 
Packers  Alberta  Quilt  Competition  are 

planning  a  one  day  workshop  for  quilters 
during  the  Annual  Meeting/Conference  in 
Camrose.  Contact  us  immediately  if  you 

have  any  bright  Ideas  regarding  content 
and  local  resource  personnel  for  the 
workshop. 

NOTE:      Regarding  local    level  competitions 

Please  read  the  update  of  May  19,  1987 
carefully.  Do  we  have  the  proper  date  of 
your   event?      The    right    contact  person? 

SCORECARDS  -  each  quilter  should  be  judged 
on  a  separate  scorecard  and  the 
scorecards  and  name  of  winners  must  be  sent 
to  Rae  Hunter,  Chairman  of  Coordinating 
Committee,  7000  -  113  Street,  Edmonton, 
T6H  5T6,  IMMEDIATELY  FOLLOWING  THE 
COMPETITION. 

Please  see  that  the  winner  at  the  pre- 
liminary level  receives  the  instruction 

sheet  for  sewing  a  sleeve  on  their  quilt 
in  preparation  for  the  final  competition 
in  February. 

We  will  send  information  regarding  date 
and  times  for  receiving  quilts  for  the 
final  competition  in  Camrose  to  the 
agricultural  society,  the  local 
competition  coordinator  and  all  the 
winners,  prior  to  February,  1988. 

Don't  forget  to  let  us  know  how  your  event 
succeeds  and  any  ideas  to  improve  the 
whole  competition. 

We  are  working  at  gaining  prizes  for  the 
second,  third  and  top  group  quilt  for  the 
finals. 

Donations  to  date: 

Vines  Restaurant  on  Main  Street,  Olds, 
Alberta   -  $50.00   (A  great   place   to  eat) 

Chintzy' s  Interior  Textiles  -  $50  Gift 
Certificate,  -  Edmonton  "High  Street", 
12535  -  102  Avenue,  Calgary,  1120  -  10 
Ave.,    S.W..    (A    paradise    for  materials) 

Any  help  you  can  offer  the  committee  in 
finding    sponsors    would    be  appreciated. 



WHEN  GOD  CREATED  FARM  FOLKS 

When  God  created  farm  folks 

He  was  surely  at  His  best  — 
He  made  them  something  special 
To  help  clothe  and  feed  the  rest. 

The  man  he  gave  wide  shoulders. 
Burly  hands,  a  friendly  grin  — 
An  old  and  dusty  farm  cap 
In  places  worn  quite  thin. 

An  optimist  in  coveralls  — 
Determined,  strong  and  true, 
A  man  whose  love  of  country  land 
Would  help  to  pull  him  through. 

Next  he  added  intelligence. 
Gentleness  and  grit 
He  even  found  a  place 
For  the  funny  bone  to  fit. 

Then  God  took  a  little  rest  — 
He  was  only  halfway  through 

He  had  yet  to  make  the  farmers'  wife 
No  ordinary  gal  would  do! 

He  started  with  endurance. 
Stamina  and  pride 
For  she  would  be  a  women 

To  stand  at  the  farmer's  side. 

He  gave  a  sense  of  humor 
Then  added  warmth,  a  loving  heart, 
Courage,  brains  and  enduring  faith 

He'd  made  the  perfect  start! 

Then  Ha  put  the  two  together. 
The  farmer  and  his  bride. 
To  work  and  love  the  land 
Forever      side  by  side. 

TERI  DEBLIECK 
GERLAW,  ILLINOIS 
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A  GREAT  LITTLE  FAIR  -  IN  A  BIG  COUNTRY 

The  highway  directed  me  through  a  vast 
open  space.  I  felt  like  I  was  in 
another  world,  another  country.  It  was 
Big  Country  and  it  surrounded  me 
extending  in  all  directions  to  meet  the 
sky.  I  gained  a  great  sense  of  relief 
and  excitment  when  a  bright  yellow  sign 
on  the  highway  and  at  the  community 
entrance  announced: 

"BIG  COUNTRY  FAIR 

August  5  and  6th" 
Oyen 

I  went  directly  to  the  Drug  Store  and 
bought  a  film.  I  HAD  A  FEELING  THIS 
FAIR   WOULD   BE   A  GOOD   ONE   AND   IT  WAS! 

The  museum  was  open  and  a  small  crowd 
sifted  in  and  out.  Activity  around  the 
pool  was  high  with  excitement  about 
activities  anticipated  for  the  next  day. 

A  children's  activities  area  was  just 
outside  the  arena  door.  A  line  up  for  the 
supper  at  the  legion  hall  threatened  to 
engulf  the  building.  A  concession, 
filled  with  the  usual  concession  aroma, 
was  buzzing  with  talk,  laughter  and 
excited  children. 

ISSN:  0228-1090 

A  lobby  full  of  sale  tables  for  a  flea 
market  included  lace  and  ribbons  and 
skillfully  carved  wooden  figures  by 
Marcel  1  Loranger  from  Youngstown. 

The  entrance  to  the  arena  was  busy  with 
adults  and  youths  picking  up  ballots  to 
vote  on  a  future  flag  for  Oyen.  The 
designers  presentations  were  on  display 
and  the  choice  appeared  difficult.  The 

theme  "Salute  to  Our  Schools",  in 
celebration  of  the  50th  anniversary  of 
their  school  district,  soon  became  obvious 
as  I  wandered  through  the  commercial, 
service  and  fair  exhibits. 

Continued  .  .  . 
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AGRICULTURE 

Community  Services /Rural  Services  Division,  7000 -113  St  Edmonton  Alta.  T6H  5T6  Ph:  427-2171 





I  enjoyed: 
-  coffee  and  homemade  pie 

-  the  effect  of  920  colourful  school 
entries  covering  ends  of  booths,  walls  of 
wal k-throughs  between  booths  and  the  rink 
plexiglass  end  zones.  This  is  definitely 
the  home  of  future  Alberta  Artists. 

-  display  tables  with  a  variety  of 
elevations  and  spacing.  Shelving  units 

with  lower  shelves  displaying  children's 
work  at  their  eye  level.  "A"  frames  with 
a  small  shelf  separating  the  top  and 
bottom  half  of  the  boards  also  provided  a 
little   and   short   people   viewing  level. 

demonstrations       by  Further 
Education 

-  feature  displays   such  as   a  doll 
house 

kindergarten       exhibit  that 
provided  a  baby-sitting  service 

-  exhibitor's  that  took  time  to 
highlight    the    theme    in    their  exhibit 

-  delighted  children  carrying  a  new 

treasure  from  a  box  of  "free  puppies 
for  a  good  home" 

-  friendly  atmosphere,  a  place  to 
sit,  visit,  eat  pie  and  relax. 

-  judge's  comments  on  some  items, 
this  is  a  great  public  education  method. 
It  should  be  a  must. 

-  having  Shirley  Carlson  explain  a 
system  for  keeping  points,  scoring  and 
tallying.  She  also  agreed  to  write  it 
for  our  newsletter. 

-  THE  REALIZATION  THAT  ALL  THE 
PARTICIPANTS  DID  THIS  FOR  THE  SHEER  JOY 
OF  SHARING,  SHOWING,  FRIENDLY 
COMPETITION  AND  A  RIBBON.  Shirley  told 
me  that  the  three  special  categories 
where  money  is  offered  are  not  well 
supported  by  entries. 

Community  cooperation  was  obvious  as  was 
support  from  surrounding  communities. 
GREAT  WORK  BIG  COUNTRYIM 

REMINDERS 

In    the    last    issue    of    this  newsletter, 
you    read    about    High    River  Agricultural 

Society's      experience     with  evaluation. 
We  hope  that  evaluation  was  a  part  of 
the  planning  for  your  fair. 

Planning  ahead  will  help  you  gather 
feedback  from  the  general  public  ie: 
convenor's  can  be  asked  to  record 
fair-related  comments  they  hear  or  a 
suggestion  box  can  be  used.  These 
recorded  comments  can  be  brought  to  the 
post-fair  evaluation  meeting.  This 
meeting  should  occur  within  a  week  of 
the  fair,  while  the  fair  events  are 

still  fresh  in  member's  memories. 

Send  your  fair  grant  application  in  as 
soon  as  you  have  all  the  documentation. 
The  sooner  the  application  is  received, 
the   sooner  your   society   gets   the  cheque. 



COOPERATION  IN  ACTION 

The  Springbank  Park  for  All  Seasons 
Agricultural  Society  has  a  volunteer  who 
coordinates  the  publicizing  of  community 

events  in  the  "Neighbour's"  section  of 
the  Calgary  Herald.  Interested  groups 
simply  contact  Sue  Wood  and  provide  the 
information  to  her. 

HERE'S  A  GREAT  NEW  IDEA  -  A  Terrific 
Agricultural  Society  Visibility  and 
Educational  Process 

Picture  Butte  is  "trying  a  new 
Queen's  Contest  this  year  where  the 
candidates  canvass  their  districts  to 
get  entries  for  the  Food  Fair  gaining 

each  entry  given  on  their 
some  monetary  gain.  They 
to  get  entries  for  the  Yards 
Section,   as  well   as  have  at 

points  for 
behalf  plus 
were  to  try 
and  Gardens 
least  100  different  classes  filled. 

So  far  it  looks  like  the  idea  is  going 
over  very  well  and  being  given  a  great 
deal   of  public  support.      The  girls  earn 
1  point  for  getting  an  entry  in  a  class, 
2  points  if  the  person  who  exhibited  the 
entry  on  her  behalf  gets  a  third  prize, 
3  points  for  a   second  prize  exhibit  and 
4  points  for  a  first  prize  exhibit. 

And,  of  course,  the  results  will  be 
tabulated  and  the  Queen  of  Jamboree  Days 
crowned  on  Saturday,  August  1st. 

GUIDE  TO  MAINTAINING 
STEEL  RECREATION  BUILDINGS 

An  owner's  guide  to  maintaining  steel 
recreation  buildings  has  been  developed 
by  the  Ministry  of  Ontario,  Tourism  and 
Recreation,  Canadian  Sheet  Steel 
Building  Institute  and  Interprovincial 
Sport  and  Recreation  Council. 

If  you  would  like  a  copy  of  this  guide, 
please  contact  the  Agricultural  and 
Community  Services  Branch  at  427-2171  by 
September  30  and  we  will  put  together  a 
list  of  interested  people  and  arrange 
for  Recreation  and  Parks  to  mail  out 

copies. 

ITS  COOOTO  KNOW 
REFERENCE  CANADA 

ALBERTA 

Canada 

We  will  be  sending  a  report  out  when 
this  fair  is  over  to  let  your  group  know 
how  this  program  turned  out  and  what  the 
results  were.  Maybe  other  societies 
will  find  ways  of  improving  upon  it  for 
their  own  fairs." 

Quoted  from  correspondence  from: 
Shirley  Kiffiak,  Secretary 
Picture  Butte  &  Dist.  Ag.  Society 

"REFERENCE  CANADA" 

"Reference  Canada"  is  a  toll-free  telephone 
service  that  provides  Albertans  with  inform- 

ation and  referral  to  federal  government 

programs  and  services.  If  you're  not  sure 
who  to  call,  call  one  of  the  knowledgeable 
Client  Service  Officers,  who  will  direct  you 
to  the  appropriate  department. 



4-H  CLUB  WEEK 

Club  Week,  a  week-long  program  of  personal 
discovery  for  senior  4-H  members,  was  held 
at  Olds  Community  College  and  Camrose 
Lutheran  College  during  the  summer. 

This  45th  annual  rural  youth  development 
program  was  sponsored  by  Alberta  Wheat 
Pool,  United  Grain  Growers,  Agriculture 
Canada  and  Alberta  Agriculture. 

4-H  COMPETITIONS 

The  11th  annual  provincial  4-H  beef  heifer 
show  and  team  judging  contest  was  held 
July  12-14  at  the  Bashaw  Agricultural 
Society  grounds.  This  event  is  sponsored 

by  the  •  Bashaw  Agricultural  Society, 
Agriculture  Canada  and  Alberta  Agri- 

culture. The  purpose  of  the  competition 
is  to  improve  beef  club  member  skills  in 
judging  and  showing  4-H  beef. 

The  40th  annual  provincial  4-H  Dairy 
Show  and  team  judging,  contest  was  held 
July  16  at  the  Westerner  Exposition 
grounds  in  Red  Deer.  This  event  is 
sponsored  by  the  Westerner  (Red  Deer), 

Alberta  Dairymen's  Association,  Beef 
Associations,  Agriculture  Canada  and 
Alberta  Agriculture.. 

The  top  ten  competitors  from  each  event 
will  be  invited  to  attend  further  training 
and  competition  at  Edmonton  Northlands  in 
November.  Winners  will  compete  at  the 
International  4-H  Team  Judging  Competition 
at    Agribition,    in    Regina,    soon  after. 

WESTERN  CANADA  LOTTERY  UPDATE 

The  second  payment  of  the  3-year  lottery 
funding  program  was  mailed  to  eligible 
agricultural  societies  in  the  first  week 
of  August. 

5  Class  "B",  39  Class  "C"  and  173  Class 
"D"  agricultural  societies  received fundi  ng. 

20  agricultural  societies  did  not 
receive  funding  at  this  time  because 
they  had  not  met  the  reporting 
requirements  under  the  interprovincial 
lottery  license. 

Agricultural  and  Community  Services  staff 
are  contacting  and  assisting  these 
agricultural  societies  to  meet  the 
reporting      requirements.  Once  the 
requirements  are  met,  cheques  will  be 
requisitioned  from  the  Western  Canada 
Lottery  Corporation. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns, 
call  our  office  at  427-2171. 



RURAL  ORGANIZATION  TIP 

Some  new  research  has  identified  the 
kinds  of  people  who  are  most  likely  to 
be  donors  and  volunteers  for  charitable 
causes. 

The  following  findings  can  help 
fundraisers  locate  these  people  and 
develop  messages  that  appeal  to  them. 
According  to  the  study,  givers  and 
volunteers : 

*  Belong  to  community  and  civic 
organizations  -  but  not  governmental 
organizations. 

*  Are  parents  and  the  more  children, 
the  better. 

*  Are  well  informed  about  charitable 
concerns. 

*  Place   a   high  value  on  volunteer 
work. 

*  Tend  to  have  more  than  a  high 
school  education. 

Also,  they  tend  to  be  churchgoers,  are 
more  likely  to  listen  to  classical  music 
stations  and  use  TV  and  radio  less  than 

non-givers  do. 

The  best  way  to  reach  them  Use 
interpersonal  messages  delivered  through 
the  organizations  they  belong  to. 

The  study  also  showed  that  most  adults 
volunteer  because  they  were  asked  by 
someone,  participated  in  an 
organization,  or  had  a  family  member  or 
friend  associated  with  the  activity  or 
benefiting  from  it. 
(Communications  Briefings,  Vol.  6,  No. 
2,  1987) 

Reprinted  with  permission  from: 

Network  Newsletter 
Rural    Organizations   and   Services  Branch 
Guelph  Agricultural  Centre 
Guelph,  Ontario 

PROGRAM  SUPPORT 
FOR  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETIES 

The  Agricultural  Societies  Program  is 
beginning  to  gear  up  for  the  busy  fall 
and  winter  season  ahead.  Over  the  summer 
months,  we  have  met  some  of  you  at  fairs  and 
meetings.  Attached  to  this  issue  of  the 
Agricultural  Societies  News-letter  is  a 
workshop  request  form  accompanied  by  a  list 
of  the  type  of  workshops  we  can  provide. 
These  requests  will  be  combined  Into 
regional  workshops  where  possible. 

We  are  available  to  discuss  any  questions  or 
concerns  you  may  have  regarding  your 
agricultural  society.  You  can  invite  us  to 
attend  your  regular  meeting.  Our  telephone 
number  is  427-2171.  The  Program  Consultant 
for  the  Olds  area  and  South  is  Rae  Hunter. 
The  consultant  for  Edmonton  south  to  Olds 
and  northeast  from  Edmonton  is  Helen 

Leigh-Christensen  and  Louise  Welsh  (Ross)  is 
the  consultant  for  areas  north  and  west  of 
Edmonton.    Andy  McPhee  is  the  program  head. 
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AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY  FAIRS 

Out  of  290  agricultural  societies,  150 
sponsor  fairs.  Over  2,500  volunteers 
provide  an  opportunity  for  producers  and 
processors  to  exhibit  these  latest  in 
equipment  and  new  techniques  in 
agricultural  production. 

As  a  part  of  the  agriculture  industry, 
agricultural      society     fairs  provide: 

-  a  place  to  show  quality  agricultural 
products,  livestock  homecrafts  and 
services 

-  an  introduction  to  elements  of  agri- 
culture that  people  do  not  regularly 

encounter 

-  agriculturally  related  competition  in 
a  friendly  setting 

-  marketing  opportunities 

-  opportunity  for  community  businesses 
to  advertise,  promote  and  contribute  to 
a  community  in  a  mutually  beneficial  way 

-  support  for  4-H  clubs  and  other  commu- 
nity groups 

-  support  and  an  opportunity  for  coopera- 
tion between  Agriculture,  Horticulture, 

Education,  Recreation,  Culture  and 
Touri  sm 

-  support  for  community  and  provincial 
economy;  fair  visitors  make  purchases  as 
they  travel  to  and  from  the  fair,  fair 
committees  purchase  materials  and  equip- 

ment required  to  implement  the  fair  and 
participants  make  purchases  during  the 
fair. 

-  programs,  facilities  and  opportunities 
for  families  to  enjoy  sharing  neighbourly 
competition,  social  and  recreational 
events. 

-  a  measure  of  quality  for  agriculture, 
horticulture  and  homemaking  in  the  rural community 

-  an  opportunity  for  farm  families  to 
show  off  the  good  things  about  farm  life 

and  feel  proud  of  their  accomplishment^ 
-  volunteers  with  an  opportunity  to  share 
ideas  and  skills  as  well  as  gain  new 
skills  and  information 

AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETIES  SUPPORT  TOURISM 

25%  of  the  August  to  October  events  in 
the  "Take  An  Alberta  Break"  events 
calendar  were  sponsored  by  agricultural 
societies . 

Agricultural  societies  provided 
facilities  for  another  24%  of  the  eventls 

ydlberra 
AGRICULTURE 

WHAT  IS  A  FIRST  IN 
SOUTHERN  ALBERTA  ??? 

Answer  last  page  of  the  newsletter 
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COMMUNITY  NEWS 

Buck  Lake  Agricultural  Society  includes 
in  their  fair  book  two  pictures  for 
youngsters  to  color.    They  are  invited 
to  enter  them  at  the  fair.  Apparently 
the  Buck  Lake  Fair  Committee  borrowed 
the  idea  from  Winfield.    Are  you  sharing 
your  ideas  with  some  of  your  neighbour- 

ing agricultural  societies? 

Bassano  loaned  Duchess  table  skirts  for 
their  fair. 

Beaver  Heritage  Agricultural  Society  has 
a  membership  table  in  the  exhibit  area 
which  also  serves  as  the  information 
centre.    A  poster  on  the  wall  by  the 
table  informs  people  about  agricultural 
society  activities.    There  is  also  an 
opportunity  to  enter  a  draw.  This 
technique  draws  people  to  the  table.  Of 
course,  there  was  always  a  volunteer  at 
the  table. 

Duchess 

-  Congratulations  on  their  2nd  Fair. 
Displays  were  tops  -  creative  floor  plan, 
hostesses  available  throughout  displays, 
volunteers  and  convenors  clearly 
identified,  kids  events,  good  use  of 
space,  use  of  other  more  experienced 
neighbouring  community  resources  and 
expertise. 

Val ley view 

-  Urban  family  award  besides  the 
traditional  farm  family  award.  This 
helps  involve  town  and  rural  people  in 
your  fair. 

Rycroft 

-  get  younger  people  involved.    A  young 
computer  whiz  developed  a  great  fair  book 
with  catchy  graphics.  The  whole  prize 
list  is  on  the  disk  waiting  for  next 
year.    Buy  up  those  old  clothes  racks 
from  stores.    These  make  great  display 
material . 

Drayton  Valley 

-  A  suggestion  box  with  a  list  of  thought 
provoking  questions  on  the  wall  might 
get  more  responses.    Trophies  here  were 
different  from  the  traditional  -  a  local 
ceramics  maker  developed  individual 
trophies  such  as,  ducks  for  duck  show, 
goat  for  goat  show,  etc.    The  fair  name 
and  year  were  printed  on  bottom. 

Rich  Valley 

-  Lots  of  events  for  all  ages.  Young 
people  were  involved  in  operating  the 
microphone  for  announcing  as  well  as 
taking  turns  operating  the  draw  booths. 

Hanna 

-U. F.A.  loans  lumber  for  display  and 
they  also  deliver  it  on  a  pallet  and 
pick  it  up  after  the  fair.    The  Town  of 
Hanna  built  pallets  to  stack  display 
materials  on.    They  also  store  the 
dismantled  units  and  the  town  crew  lend 
a  hand.    A  local  craftsman,  Albert 
Storch,  designed  and  built,  nailess 

fold-up  display  shelving.    Albert  also 
agreed  to  share  his  designs  with  other 
agricultural  societies  via  our 
Newsletter. 

Bassano 

-great  kids  events  and  who  else  but  Heidy 
&  Howdy  to  entertain 

Sundre 
-school  and  agricultural  society  co- 

operative fair Rumsey 

-  fair  &  spectacular  horticulture  show. 
Gladioli  galore! 

-  donor's  names  were  highly  visible,  some 
communities  had  a  special  display  for 

donor's  names  and  the  prizes  they 
donated. 



A  LESSON  IN  PUBLIC  RELATIONS 

Czar  Agricultural  Society  has  produced  a 
pamphlet  promoting  their  new  cultural 
and  recreation  centre.    The  following  is 
an  excerpt  from  that  pamphlet: 

CZAR  MAKES  HISTORY 

The  Czar  Agricultural  Society  was  form- 
ed in  1 984.  One  of  the  first  objectives  was 

to  build  a  new  hall.  The  Community  made 
the  decision  to  proceed  in  April  of  1985. 

The  Agricultural  Society  is  a  total  communi- 
ty organization  and  has  had  overwhelming 

support.  As  past  residents  you  are  an  in- 

tegral part  of  our  community's  history  and 
have  much  to  offer  in  the  way  of  donations 
and  historical  information.  The  new  Czar 

Cultural  and  Rec  Centre  can  provide 
benefits  to  yourself  and  the  community. 

Some  activities  we  foresee  you  par- 
ticipating in  are: 

Weddings,  reunions,  social  dances,  live 
theatre  (professional  and  amateur),  film 
festivals,  conventions,  religious  functions, 

funerals,  discing,  educational  programs  (in- 
cluding 4-H,  public  speaking,  adult  educa- 

tion, agricultural  seminars). 

Modern  kitchen  and  catering  facilities 
will  be  an  important  part  of  these  activities. 
Also  a  modern  stage  and  suspended  dance 
floor  are  proposed  for  your  enjoyment.  At 
the  same  time  everyone  can  enjoy  the  past 
and  present  history  which  will  be  on 
display.  This  building  will  be  a  source  of 
pride  and  joy  for  the  past,  present  and 
future  residents  of  the  Czar  community. 
Your  donation  and  historical  information 

would  be  greatly  appreciated. 

Springbank 
-  smart  idea  for  displaying  pictures  - 
adaptable  easels 

-  judging  criteria  printed  in  fair  books 
and  posted  on  tables 

Duchess 

-  a  very  professional  organization  and 
display  of  exhibits  for  a  second  year 

fair.    "Look  out  old  timers,  there's  a  new 
kid  on  the  block!" 
Bashaw 

-  schedule  of  events  was  printed  in  the 
paper  and  there  were  plenty  of  extra 
papers  available  at  the  fair.    One  whole 
wall  in  the  lobby  of  the  facility  was 
devoted  to  the  schedule 

Bonnyville  Farm  Competitions 
The  Bonnyville  Agricultural  Society  and 
the  District  Office  of  Alberta 
Agriculture  held  very  successful  farm 
competitions  at  their  fair  on  August 
16.    The  twenty-one  people  who 
registered,  competed  individually  for 
the  preliminary  events.    Scores  were 
totalled  to  arrive  at  a  team  score. 
There  were  three  people  per  team. 
Winning  teams  went  on  to  complete  in 
semi-finals,  then  finals.    The  farm 
competitions  included  the  following 
events : 
Preliminary  -  livestock  weight  estimating 

-  grain  estimating 
-  safety  test 
-  weed  identification 

Semi-finals  -  4-wheel  trail  back-up 
-  truck  backing  to  auger 
-  cultivator  shovel  changing 

Finals  -  self  propelled  swather  obstacle 
course 

-  front-end  loader  event 
-  bale  handling  and  loading 

The  agricultural  society  plans  to  host 
this  event  again  next  year. 
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Millarville 

-  youth  volunteers  -  special  star  to 
Millarville  where  youth  volunteers  have 
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Check  your  fair  supplies,  tags,  etc.  and 
order  now.  These  orders  must  be  made 
through  the  Alberta  Association  of 
Agricultural  Societies. 

Eve  Cockle,  Secretary/Treasurer  for 
A.A.A.S.,  is  in  her  office  on  Tuesdays 
and  Thursdays  and  will  be  pleased  to 
hear  from  you,  Phone:  427-2174.  Ask 
for  Eve  directly. 

Please  relay  this  message  to  your  fair 
committee  and  avoid  disappointment  prior 

to  next  year's  fair. 

  LIKE  TO  SEE  MORE 

signs     at     all      entry     points  with 

directional    arrows.       Don't    assume  only 
local     people    will     attend    your  fair 
catch     a     few     tourists     and  newcomers 

-  volunteers  and  committee  chairmen  and 
agricultural  society  directors  wearing 
some  type  of  identification  which 
acknowledges  their      role      and  input 

-  youth  volunteers,  junior  convenors  and 
hosts/hostesses.  Key:  Ask  them,  have 
job  descriptions  and  a  person  designated, 
(partner/supervisor)    to    work    with  them. 

-  MORE  FAIR  BOOKS  SENT  TO  COMMUNITY 
SERVICES    PROGRAM    CONSULTANTS    BEFORE  YOUR 

Agricultural     Societies  Act 
books   must   be   sent   to   us  6 
to    event.        The  District 

Office    copy    does     not  fill 

requirement. 
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to  enhance 

judge's 

exhibitors 

-  marketing  of  the  agricultural  society 
to  be  sure  you  are  visible,  take  credit 
for           your  terrific  efforts 

-  more  exhibits  displayed  without  ribbons 
hiding  them. 



The  first  annual  Canada 

Packers  Alberta  Quilt  ̂   ̂   -^^ 
Competrtion  will  be  held  In 
1987-1988. 
Last  Chance  to  Show  Your  Quilts 

Now  there's  an  opportunity  to  show  off 
that  quilt  you're  so  proud  of. 

The  Camrose  Regional  Exhibition  and 
Camrose  Senior  Centre  will  be  sponsoring 
the  last  preliminary  quilt  competition, 
November  1/  in  conjunction  with  Senior 

Citizens'  Week. 

Quilts  may  be  entered  in  the  over-80  and 
under-80  age  categories.  The  owner  of 
the  best  quilt  overall  will  receive  a 
cash  prize  from  the  Camrose  Regional 
Exhibition,  as  well  as  the  chance  to 
compete  in  the  provincial  quilt 
competition. 

According  to  the  Camrose  Regional 
Exhibition  spokesman,  Larry  Werner, 
letters  have  been  sent  to  all 

agricultural  societies  and  seniors' 
homes    in    the    area    inviting  entries. 

"There  seems  to  be  a  good  response,  and 
people  are  interested  in  it  (the 

competition)",  commented  Werner. 

Quilts  may  be  viewed  at  the  Senior 
Centre  on  November  17  from  noon  to  4:30 
and  November  18,  19  and  20  from  8:30  to 
4:30. 

Application  forms  for  the  preliminary 
competition  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Camrose  Senior  Centre,  Cottonberry 
Fabrics  and  Camrose  Regional 
Exhibition.  Requests  for  information 
may  be  directed  to  the  Camrose  Regional 
Exhibition  at  672-3640. 

The  Camrose  Regional  Exhibition  will  be 
hosting  the  Canada  Packers  Quilt 
provincial  quilt  competition,  February 
11,  12  and  13,  1988.  It  is  expected  to 
draw  50  -  60  quilts  from  across  Alberta, 
with  the  winner  to  receive  $900.  Canada 
Packers  will  add  the  best  one  to  its 
Alberta  collection. 

COMMUNITY  WINNER  MISSES  QUILT  FINALS 

Don't  let  this  be  your  headline 

Please  contact  your  quilt  competition 
coordinator  to  assure  we  have  the  name 

and  address  of  your  local  winner.  We'd 
hate  to  miss  your  prize  qui  Iter  at  the 
f inal s. 

REMINDERS 

Check  deadline  dates: 

*Annual  Meeting  on  or  before  Dec. 20 

*Fair/Operating  Grants  -  Mar.l  '88 
*Year  Ends  -  January  15,  1988 
(Basis  for  good  standing) 

*Audi tor's  Comments,  Western  Canada 
Lottery  (basis  for  receiving 
future  grants) 

*Send  in  your  1988  fair  date  by 
March  1,  1988  to  be  included  in  the 
new  Exhibitions  &  Fairs  Booklet. 

Not  meeting  the  year-end  and  grant  deadlines 
may  result  in  a  loss  of  income  for  your 
agricultural  society.  The  Agricultural 
and  Community  Services  Branch  cannot 
guarantee  that  your  grants  will  be  processed 
if  you  do  not  meet  these  deadlines. 

Now  is  the  time  to  talk  to  new  executive 
possibilities.  The  people  should  be 
approached  before  the  annual  meeting. 



HELLO  ALBERTA!! 
PLEASE  CALL  -  WE  FEEL  LONELY 

From  Paul  and  Joanne  Mann 

PJ  Market  Farms 
Box  418 

Raymond,  Alberta 
Phone:  752-3793 

We  produce  vegetables  organically.  We 
seem  to  be  quite  alone  in  this  concept 
in  our  area.  Would  like  to  hear  from 
others  growing  without  chemicals. 

Currently  growing  3  1/2  acres  in  vege- 
tables. Plan  to  expand  into  small  fruit 

as  wel 1 . 

Also     raise  small 
chickens,  eggs, 
growth  stimulants  - 
for  it. 

numbers  of  hogs, 
without  artificial 
and  finding  a  market 

AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY  FAIRS 

Did  you  know  -  ninety  fairs  in  Alberta 
used  the  A.A.A.S.  fair  tags  this  year? 
That  is  about  eighty  percent  of  the 
total  fairs.    A  lot  of  tags!!! 

Supplies  are  available  from  the  A. A. A. 
office  all  year.  If  it  would  relieve 

your  "101  things  to  do  before  the  fair" let  me  have  your  order  as  soon  as 

know  how  many  you'll  need. 

9 

you 

HONORARY  MEMBERSHIP  IN  A.A.A.S 

You  should  have  received  a  form  for  this 
award.  If  you  have  a  nominee  in  mind, 
mail  the  form  back  to  me  before  December 
31st. 

ANNUAL  CONVENTION 

The  dates  of  the  A.A.A.S.  convention  are 
February  12  and  13,  1988.  This  will  be 
hosted  by  the  Camrose  Regional  Exhibition 
and  will  be  bigger  and  better  than  ever. 
Numbers  should  swell  as  the  Canada 
Packers  Provincial  Quilting  Competition 
finals  will  be  held  during  the 
convention. 

Recent     article     on     our     operation  is 

"Western    Producers"    has    drawn  enquiries 
from    Saskatchewan    and    we'd  1  ike  to  hear 
from  folks  closer  to  us  to  share  methods 

-  ideas,  etc. 

REMINDERS 

-  Send  in  your  fair  grant  application  as 
soon  as  your  cancelled  cheques  are  back 
from  the  bank. 

-  Get  your  workshop  request  forms  in 
soon.  Community  Services  Staff  are 
filling  in  their  calendars  quickly. 

-  Be  sure  you  have  submitted  the  names 
and  addresses  for  the  local  winner  of 
the  Canada  Packers  Alberta  Quilt 
Competition. 

Please  keep  this  date  free.  More 
information  will  be  mailed  out  at  the 

beginning  of  November. 

BROOKS  FAIR  -  A  Fashion  Parade 

One  of  the  many  features  of  the  Brooks  Fair 
this  year  was  a  fashion  show  held  outdoors 
in  front  of  the  recreation  centre  in  mid 
afternoon. 

A  local  radio  announcer  described  the 
clothes  provided  by  local  clothing 
retailers  and  introduced  the  models  who 
were  local  personalities  (radio  announcers, 
hockey  players,  etc.). 

A  crowd  of  over  200  people  viewed  the 
fashion  show,  enjoyed  coffee/tea  and  home 
baked  goodies  provided  by  the  senior 
citizens  and  then  visited  the  rest  of  the 
fair  displays  and  events. 

It  was  a  great  event  to  bring  a  crowd  to 
the  fair  while  showing  support  for  the 
local  business  community. 



XTOBER  16  OCn»R£ 

WO«tD  FOOD  MY  JO^^ 

"Tlic  Small  Scale  Food  Producer' 

WORLD  FOOD  DAY  -  Get  Involved! 

OCTOBER  16  is  World  Food  Day.  In  a 
major    effort    to    raise    public  awareness 
of    food    resource  issues 
local      and  international 
Alberta    World     Food  Day 
been      inviting      a  wide 
organizations     around  the 
sponsor  educational 

on  both 
level s , 

Committee variety 

province events 

the 
the 
has 

of to and 
activities  in  their  communities. 

To    support  such 
produces  free 
activities,  games 
and  audio-visual 

event,     the  Committee 
resource      kits  with 

simple    play  scripts 
lists    appropriate  for 

different  age  groups.  To  find  out  what 
is  happening  around  the  province,  or 
to  obtain  a  resource  kit,  contact  this 

year ' s  co-ordi nator ,  Angela  Bischoff 
at  424-7233  or  424-3006. 

The  address  is: 

Alberta  World  Food  Day  Committee 
c/o  Change  for  Children 

10545  -  92  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T5H  IVl 

or  in  Calgary: 
Attn:    Linda  Grandinetti 

233  -  10  Street,  N.W. 
Calgary,  Alberta 
T2N  1V5 
Phone:  270-3200 

When  enough  people  realize  that 
structural  factors,  and  not  food 
shortages,  are  the  root  cause  of  world 
hunger,  we  are  on  our  way  to  making  a 
difference! 

If  you  want  to  plan  this  as  a  program 
and  service,  why  not  contact  your 
District  Home  Economist. 

KELSEY'S  GAIL  CUNNINGHAM 
1987  ALBERTA  PREMIER'S  AWARD  WINNER 

Gail  Cunningham,  17,  of  Kelsey,  30  km 
southeast  of  Camrose,  was  chosen 

Premier's  Award  winner  at  a  provincial 
4-H  Selections  program  in  May.  The  title 
is  the  highest  honor  a  4-H  member  can 
receive  in  Alberta. 

The  4-H  Premier's  Award  winner  represents 
Alberta  4-H  members  at  various  official 

functions  during  the  one-year  term  of 
office.  Gail  has  taken  part  in  major 
parades,  fairs  and  media  promotions  since 
winning  the  title. 

Agricultural  Societies 

Support  Farmers'  Markets 
Many  agricultural  societies 

sponsor  or  support  Farmers' Markets  as  a  vital  community 

Farmers'  Markets 
alternative  market 
wholesome  Alberta 

program, 
provide  an for  fresh, 

products . 

Farmers'  Market  Awareness  Week  in  July  was 
celebrated  to  highlight  the  role  these 
markets  play  in  promoting  agriculture. 
Alberta  products  and  even  tourism.  John 
Drobot,  M.L.A.,  St.  Paul  and  Mr.  H.  B. 
McEwen,  Deputy  Minister  of  Agriculture, 
kicked  off  festivities  at  a  potluck  barbeque 
at  Fort  Edmonton  Park. 

On  July  28th,  the  Millarville  Racing  and 

Agricultural  Society  hosted  a  Farmers' Market  seminar  at  the  fair  grounds. 

Agricultural  Society  and  Farmers'  Market 
representatives  from  Vauxhall,  Taber, 
Millarville,  Calgary,  Drumheller  and  Rocky 
Mountain  House  attended. 

A  tip  of  the  hat  to  seminar  organizers  at 
Millarville  and  Diane  Luke,  D.H.E.,  High 
River,  for  a  great  presentation  on  running 
ahome  business.  Her  comments  on  the 

"dollars  and  sense"  of  business  management 
really  hit  the  market. 

And  finally,  congratulations  to  the  Alberta 
Farmers'  Market  Association  which  was 
recently  formed  to  represent  the  interests 
of   the    100+   Farmers'    Markets    in  Alberta. 



WAGE  ASSISTANCE  PROGRAMS Further  Information  call: 

If  your  agricultural  society  is  planning 
a  special  event,  gearing  up  for  the 
annual  fair  or  moving  forward  with 
capital  construction,  availability  and 
cost  of  labour  will  be  a  major 
consideration. 

You  should  know  about  all  of  the 
provincial  subsidies  available  to  reduce 
your  total  labour  wage  bill.  The 
following  programs  are  currently 
available  -  please  note  that  the 
requirements  for  each  program  are  quite 
different. 

Agricultural  societies  participate  as  a 
non-profit  organization  in  community 
employment. 

A:    Alberta  Youth  Employment  &  Training 
Program 

-  comprised  of  two  elements:  Post- 
Secondary  Internship  and  Training 
(provides  50%  subsidy  to  a  maximum 
of  $4/hour)  and  the  Youth  Work 
Experience  Element  (offers  50%  to 
a  maximum  of  $3.50/hour). 

B:    Priority  Employment  Program/Summer 
Temporary  Employment  Program 

-  both  programs  offer  community 
employers  $3.80/hour  to  employ 
individuals  in  their  operations. 
Employers  are  encouraged  to 

"top-up"  wages  whenever  possible. 

To  be  eligible  for  employment,  pro- 
spective employees  must  be  at  least 

16  years  of  age  and  legally  entitled  to 
work  in  Canada. 

For  more  information  and  application 
forms,  contact  any  of  the  following 
offices  of  Career  Development  and 
Employment. 

Alberta  Career  Development  and 

Employment  Offices 

Edmonton  Parkside  Office 
Parks ide  Office  Building 
10924  -  119  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T5H  3P5 

Telephone:  427-8517 

Calgary  Office 
3rd  Floor 
1015  Centre  Street,  North 

Calgary,  Alberta 
Telephone:  297-6247 

Grande  Prairie  Office 
Provincial  Building 
10320  -  99  Street 
Grande  Prairie,  Alberta 
T8V  6J4 

Telephone:  538-5431 

Lethbridge  Office 
402  Professional  Building 
740  -  4th  Avenue,  South 
Lethbridge,  Alberta 
TIJ  0N9 

Telephone:  329-5419 

Red  Deer  Office 
Provincial  Building 
4920  -  51  Street 
Red  Deer,  Alberta 
T4N  6K8 

Telephone:  340-5366 

St.  Paul  Office 
411  Provincial  Building 
Box  1238 

St.  Paul ,  Alberta 
TOA  3A0 

Telephone:  645-6206 

mm  k  NOTE  OF  im 



Workshops 

T1nie1y  Agricultural  Publications: 

Home  Vegetable  Storage  -  Agdex  732-15 

Judging  Standards  for  Horticulture  Shows 
Revised  1987  (a  must  for  your  fair 
committee)  -  Agdex  200/47 

Good  Grains  of  Alberta,  1987 
Homedex  1131-30-1 

Agriculture  in  Alberta,  1987  - 
Agdex  000-25 

Write  for  your  free  copy 
Alberta  Agriculture 
Print  Media  Branch 

Main  Floor,  J.G.  O'Donoghue  Bldg. 
7000  -  113  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T6H  5T6 

Waste  Disposal  Advice: 

"Disposal :    Do  It  Right", 
*  Oven  cleaners,  furniture,  floor 

and  metal  polishes  should  be  wrapped 
tightly  in  a  closed  container  and  placed 
in  the  garbage. 

*  Bleaches  and  household  disinfect- 
ants should  first  be  well  diluted  and 

then  poured  down  the  drain.    But  septic 
tank  users  should  avoid  draining  too  much 
disinfectant  at  one  time;  bacteria  that 
that  break  down  waste  within  the  septic 
system  can  be  killed  by  certain  chemicals. 

*  Gasoline,  photo  chemicals  and  pro- 
ducts such  as  old  pesticides  containing 

DDT  or  other  banned  chemicals  should  be 
brought  to  the  appropriate  area  at  the 
local  dump. 

To  order  a  copy  of  the  free  pamphlet, 
call  202-659-5535  or  write  to  the: 

Household  Products  Disposal  Council 
Department  C 
1625  Eye  Street,  N.W. 
Suite  500, 
Washington,  D.C.  20006 

The  Community  Services  Section  of  the 
Agricultural  and  Community  Services 
Branch  provides  community  workshops  in  a 
wide  variety  of  topics;  leadership, 
volunteer  development,  planning 
facilities  and  programmes,  fund  raising, 
new  program  and  service  development, 
etc.  -  refer  to  the  list  mailed  with  the 
last  newsletter  for  further  workshps. 
We  develop  workshps  to  fill  your  needs. 
Call  your  program  consultant  for  further 
information  at  427-2171. 

North  -  Louise  Welsh 

Central      -     Helen  Leigh-Christensen 
South  -  Rae  Hunter 

FREE  PROGRAM  COVERS 

Cooper  Canada  Ltd.,  is  making  colour 
hockey  program  covers  available  free  for 
the  asking.  The  only  cost  will  be 
collect  shipping  charges. 

Cooper  hopes  that  the  program  will  help 
groups  increase  revenues  by  reducing  the 
cost  of  production  of  programs  and 
through  increases  sales  of  programs. 

They  have  a  blank  area  along  the  top 

where  you  can  have  your  organization's 
name  and  the  program  price  printed.  The 
program  covers  are  printed  on  top 
quality  glossy  white  paper.  They 

measure  17  3/4"  x  11  1/2",  and  when 
finished  fold  to  the  popular  8  1/2"  x 
11"  size.  The  covers  are  shipped  to  you 
or  your  printer  flat,  ready  for  the 

press. 
Information  can  be  obtained  by  contact- 

ing Cooper  Canada  Ltd.,  #501  Alliance 
Avenue.,  Toronto,  Ontario,  M6N  2J3. 



FIRST 

SOUTHERN  ALBERTA  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY 

 CONFERENCE  
November  21,  1987 
Cost:   $15.00   (includes   lunch  and  dinner) 

A  mini-conference  for  agricultural 
societies  and  community  groups  will  be 
hosted  in  Drumheller  by  the  Drumheller 
Agricultural  Society  in  cooperation  with 
Alberta  Agricultural  and  Community 
Services  Branch. 

In  the  plans  are:  (On  a  Select-A-Session 
Basis) 

9:00  -  9:30 
9:30  -  10:00 
10:00  -  12:00 
Session  1 

Session  2 

12:00  -  1:00 

1:00  -  2:00 
Session  3 

Registration 
Welcome  &  Orientation 

Treasurer's  Workshop  -  a 
must  for  every  treasurer  & 
secretary/treasurer 
How  to  catch,  prepare  and 
keep  volunteers 

LUNCH 

    How  to  get  your  money  -  on time.  Administration 

details  for  grant  applica- 
tions and  remaining  in  good 

standing  as  an  agricultural 
society 

Session  4  Planning  made  easy  -  how  to 
take  an  idea  and  develop  it 
into  positive  action. 

2:00  -  3:00       COFFEE/RESOURCE  SESSION 
A  chance  to  exchange  ideas, 
discuss  concerns,  discover 

new  ways  to  share  and  cooper- 
ate. 

3:00  -  5:00       Fund  Raising  -  fun  ways  to 
raise  support  for  your  budget 
-  new  idea  development. 

5:00  -  5:30      Group  Session  -  Questions, 
recommendations  and 

suggestions 
6:00  -  6:30       No  Host 
6:30  -  8:00      Dinner  -  Guest  Speaker 

Mahlon  Weir,  Supervisor  of 
Program  Services,  Alberta 
Agriculture,  4-H  Branch 
Topic:  "A  Whack  on  The  Back: 
Getting  Your  Message  Across" 

Select  your  delegates  now.    Your  registra- 
tion  package  will    be   in   the  mail  soon. 

Registration    is    limited    to    50  people. 

WILD  ROSE  FOUNDATION 

The  Wild  Rose  Foundation  is  an  Alberta 
Government  Foundation  that  has  been  set 

up  to  assist  volunteer  non-profit 
community  service  organizations. 
Funding  is  available  to  extend  the 
community  services  offered  by  such 

groups. 

NOTE:    The  Foundation  can  only  provide 
one  grant  in  three  years  to  a  maximum  of 

$50,000. 

Those  organizations  planning  to  submit 
an  application  to  the  Foundation  are 
required  to  telephone  and  discuss 

projects/needs  with  the  Foundation's 
staff  prior  to  submitting  the  actual 
appl i cation/supporting  documents . 

Contact:    Wild  Rose  Foundation 
700  Sterling  Place 
9940  -  106  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T5K  2N2 

Phone:  428-6373 

Dont 

Select 
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THE  GLOW  OF  CHRISTMAS 
Author  Unknown 

Let  us  hope  that  we  never  lose  that 
strange  inward  glow  that  comes  at 
Christmastime.  Commonplace  things  like 
logs  burning  in  the  fireplace,  snowf lakes 
drifting  to  the  ground,  candles  on  the 
table  ...  all  seem  to  have  a  mystic 
meaning,  a  touch  of  glamor  that  is  not 
present  at  other  times  of  the  year.  It  is 
easy  to  become  a  child  again,  and  life 
shines  with  possibilities.  It  is  as 
though  one  experiences  a  rebirth  of 
idealism,  a  reawakening  of  the  faith  that 
puts  starshine  in  the  eyes  of  little 
children. 

Christmas  is  a  time  of  tradition.  The  joy 
of  children  as  they  await  the  holiday  with 
keen  anticipation,  their  innocent 
acceptance  of  the  legendary  Santa  Claus, 
the  unrestrained  gaiety  of  the  colorful 
festivities  ...  all  are  traditional 
aspects  that  are  a  vital  part  of  the 
meaning  of  Christmas. 

But  there  is  more  to  Christmas  than  this. 
There  is  the  inner  meaning  of  good  will 
among  men  that  finds  expression  in  the 
traditional  exchanges  of  greetings  and 
tangible  tokens  of  respect  and  love. 
There  is  an  underlying  spiritual  note  that 
sounds  the  real  significance  of 
Christmas.  Courage  and  confidence, 
optimism  and  good  will  are  Just  as  surely 
symbols  of  Christmas  as  are  the  Yule  log 
and  mistletoe. 
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COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

STORCH'S  -  OUTSTANDING  FARMERS COMMUNITY  HALL  WITH  A  DIFFERENCE 

On  October  24,  1987,  Norman  &  Leona 
Storch,  farmers  in  the  Hanna  district 
received  the  W.R.  Motherwell  Award  in 
recognition  of  their  outstanding 
contribution  to  agriculture  through  the 
Outstanding  Young  Farmers  Program. 

The  National  Outstanding  Young  Farmers 
Program  is  sponsored  nationally  by  the 
Bank  of  Montreal,  John  Deere  Ltd.,  and 
Hoechst  Canada  Inc.  The  program  is 
jointly  supported  by  the  Calgary 
Exhibition  and  Stampede  and  the  Canada 
Jaycees. 

The  Storch  family  was  selected  from  among 
8  national  nominees.  They  were  recognized 
for  their  diversified  operation  which 
includes  a  broiler  hatching  egg  business, 
a  1600  acre  grain  operation  and  a  60  head 
beef  herd. 

The  Storch 's  are  active  in  industry  and 
community  organizations.  Leona  Storch 
has  served  as  the  Treasurer  of  the  Hanna 
and  District  Agricultural  Society  for 
several  years. 

Congratulations  from  our  staff  to  the 
Storch  family  on  receiving  this  award. 

MORE  COMMUNITY  NEWS 

GENESEE  had  a  very  successful  charter 
night  November  25.  Welcome  to  the 
agricultural  society, 

ANSELMO  officially  opened  their  new  hall 
November  14.  The  old  moose  is  hung  in 
the  new  hall.  A  highlight  of  the 
evening  was  a  history  of  the  old  hall. 

KINSELLA  hosted  a  family  night  to 
celebrate  the  newly  renovated  community 
center.  A  fun  casino  was  a  great 
success  and  enjoyed  by  alll 

The  Rosalind 
officially  opened 
November  7,  1987. 

Agricultural their  hall, 

Society 

Saturday, 

this  hall  is  the  2,100 
area  in  the  basement, 
meeting  room,  storage, 
kitchen  and  washrooms. 

This  facility  is  designed  so  that  only  the 
area  in  use  is  heated. 

A  unique  feature  of 
sq.    foot  developed 
This  area  includes  a 

utility  room,  small 

Before  developing  the  building  plans, 
representatives  of  the  society  toured 
other  halls.  They  asked  hall  operators 

what  they  didn't  like  about  their  hall. 
The  operators  said  the  facility  needed  a 

smaller  meeting  area.  Groups  don't  like 
to  rent  a  large  hall  for  regular  meetings. 

The  community  of  Rosalind  has  benefited 
from  the  experience  of  others.  When  your 
community  is  developing  a  facility  take 
the  time  to  talk  with  others  who  have 
already  developed  a  similar  facility. 

DRUMHELLER  MINI  CONFERENCE  A  GREAT  SUCCESS 

Congratulations  to  the  hosts,  Drumheller 
Stampede  and  Agricultural  Society  members. 
Dale  Wilson,  Howard  McKee  and  Josie  Andrew, 
for  a  terrific  day. 

24  people,  representing  the  Southern  Area 
agricultural  societies  participated  and 
shared  in  the  experience. 

A  great  day  of  learning  and  sharing 
together  should  improve  their  agricultural 
societies. 



A.  A.  A.  S.  NEWS  -  From  Eve  Cockle 

1987  AAAS  HONORARY  MEMBERSHIP  AWARD 

All  member  societies  should  have  received 
the  nomination  form  for  this  award.  These 
forms  should  be  mailed  back  to  the  office 
before  December  31st. 

1988  MEMBERSHIP 

These    forms    have   also   been   mailed  out. 
1  would  appreciate  receiving  them  along 
with  your  cheques,  by  December  31st. 

1988  AAAS  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 

1988  will  mark  another  "first"  for  the 
Alberta  Association  of  Agricultural 
Societies.  As  co-sponsors  of  the  Canada 
Packers  Alberta  Quilt  Competition,  we  will 
be  holding  the  provincial  finals  during 
our  two  day  conference. 

The  venue  for  the  conference,  February 
12th  and  13th,  1988,  will  be  the  Norseman 
Inn,  Camrose.  Camrose  Regional  Exhibition 
will  be  co-hosting. 

Registration  for  the  main  conference  will 
be  the  same  as  last  year  -  $35.00.  This 
will   include  the  cheese  and  wine  evening, 
2  continental  breakfasts,  2  lunches  and 
2  banquet  tickets. 

There  will  be  a  separate  registration  fee 

of  $15.00  for  the  quilter's  workshop. 
Quilting  delegates  will  be  able  to  purchase 
a  banquet  ticket  at  the  same  cost  as  other 
delegates  -  $12.50. 

The  special  workshop  for  quilters  and  quilt 

judges  will  be  in  the  Seniors'  Centre, 
Friday.  At  the  same  time,  in  the  Norseman 
Inn,  we  will  have  presentations  from  Alberta 
Career  Development  and  Employment  and 
Alberta  Agriculture,  followed  by  our  special 
luncheon  speaker,  the  Honourable  Shirley 
Cripps,  Associate  Minister  of  Agriculture. 
The  afternoon  will  be  devoted  to  table  top 
discussions.  Some     of     the  subjects 
include: 

*  Judging  -officiating 
-livestock  specialists *  Insurance 

*  New  Ideas  for  Fair  Planning 
-involvement  of  youth 

*  Being  prepared  for  tragedy 

All  delegates  are  encouraged  to  wear  Western 
gear.  Prizes  will  be  awarded  for  the  most 
appropriate  dress  in  the  Western  theme,  for 
individuals  and  for  agricultural  societies. 

All  prizes  and  awards  will  be  presented  at 
our  banquet  on  the  Friday  evening. 

The  1988  AAAS  Annual  Conference  promises 
to  be  an  exciting  one.  Please  plan  to  be 

part  of  it. 

4-H/SELLING  PESTICIDE  SAFETY  KITS 

Again  this  year  4-H  clubs  in  Alberta  will 
have  an  opportunity  to  promote  farm  safety 
and  raise  funds  by  selling  pesticide  safety 
kits.  The  first  year  of  this  program. 
Alberta  4-H  clubs  sold  2,160  pesticide 
safety  kits.    Each  kit  contains: 

-  1  pair  nitrile  gloves 
-  1  pair  goggles 
-  1  apron 

-  1  disposable  respirator 
-  Protective  Clothing  brochure 

The  sales  program  will  last  from  November  1 
1987  to  February  29,  1988.  The  kits  will 
again  sell  for  $30.00  each,  with  the  club 
retaining  $8.00  per  kit. 

We  encourage  yuur  agricultural  society  to 
support  this  worthwhile  endeavour. 



irhe  z"*  annual  Canada  F2[€lrm 

REMINDERS 

*  Your  annual  meeting  should  be  held  on  or 
before  December  20th  of  this  year. 

*  All  year-end  forms  -  list  of  officers, 
report  of  activities  and  financial 
statements     are     due    January  15,  1988. 

*  The  operating  grants  can  be  applied  for 
as  soon  as  you  have  reached  the  eligible 
maximum  and  the  cancelled  cheques  have 
been  returned  to  you. 

*  Apply  now  for  re-imbursement  for  your 
fair  expenses.  If  you  beat  the  rush, 
your    grant    will    be    processed  faster. 

*  The  dates  for  your  1988  fair  should  be 
sent  to  Anne  as  soon  as  you  set  them. 
Printing  the  1988  Fairs  and  Exhibition 
Booklet  starts  in  March. 

WHAT  ARE  YOU  DOING  WITH  YOUR 
WESTERN  CANADA  LOTTERY  FUNDS? 

Crossfield  Agricultural  Society  invested 
some  of  their  money  in  safety  courses. 
Along  with  the  local  fire  department,  they 
sponsored  a  farm  rescue  course  as  well  as 
a  first  response  course. 

Many  other  agricultural  societies  are 
paying  down  debts  on  their  facilities. 
Some  are  using  the  funds  to  build 
additions  to  established  buildings. 

There  have  been  many  groups  in  a  community 
that  have  benefited  from  the  agricultural 
society  distribution  of  this  grant.  Local 
organizations  can  be  given  a  share. 

The  lottery  funds  do  not  have  to  be  spent 
immediately.  If  your  society  needs  time 
to  set  goals  and  do  some  long  term 
planning,  take  the  time  before  making  a 
decision. 

You  are  the  trustees  of  this  money  in  your 
agricultural  community.  Use  it  for  the 
benefit  of  agriculture  and  the 
agricultural  society  objectives. 

WHY  NOT  TRY  THIS  AD   IN  YOUR  LOCAL  PAPER? 
HOLD  THIS  RECTANGLE 
TO  YOUR  FACE  AND 

BLOW  ON  IT 

If  it  turns  green. 
Call  your  physician. 

If  it  turns  brown. 
See  your  dentist, 

If  it  turns  purple. 
See  your  psychiatrist. 

If  it  turns  red, 
See  your  banker. 

If  it  turns  black. 
See  your  lawyer,  and 
Make  a  wil 1 . 

IF    IT    REMAINS   THE    SAME    COLOUR  YOU 
ARE  IN  GOOD  HEALTH  AND  THERE  IS 
NO  REASON  ON  EARTH  WHY  YOU 
SHOULD  NOT  ATTEND  THE  NEXT 
MEETING  OF  YOUR  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY. 



THE  FAIR  IS  ONLY  8  MONTHS  AWAY! 

That  may  seem  like  a  lot  of  time,  but  if 
you  want  to  build  some  display  stands   
January   would   be   a   good   starting  time. 

Albert  Storch  from  the  Hanna  Agricultural 
Society  has  sent  along  his  plans  for 
building     display     stands.  If  your 

agricultural  society  doesn't  have  a  lot  of 
amateur    carpenters,     why    not  approach: 
*  the    school    industrial    arts  teacher 
*  the  4-H  or  Woodworking  Club 
*  There  could  be  any  number  of  community 

groups  that  could  give  you  help. 

TABLES 

Albert  says,  2  -  4  x  8  x  3/4  61S  fir 

plywood  sheets  make  3  tables,  32"  wide 
and  8'  long.  Cut  16"  from  each  sheet, 
splice  the  two  16"  pieces  together  to  make 
three  tables.  Use  a  2  x  6  x  7'  spruce, 
split  to  use  for  reinforcing  the  tables. 

Notch  out  for  1  x  4,  as  in  diagram. 
Secure  1x4  with  screws  into  2  x  3. 

Actual  size  U"  x  2  5/8"  cut  with  1/8"  saw 
blade.  Glue  the  face  of  1  x  4  to  table  top 
and  secure  with  no.  8  x  U  wood  screws, 
this  gives  no  screws  visible. 

Purchase  folding  banquet  table  legs,  use 
only  square  tube  legs.  Secure  legs  to  1x4, 
this  will  let  you  use  longer  screws,  no.  8 
x  U. 

TABLE  RISERS 

Diagram  A 

Diagram  A  is  made  from  i"  GIS  fir 
plywood.  Cut  as  is  shown  in  the  diagram, 

shelves  are  8"  wide  x  8'  long,  cutting 
this   way   you   witness   very   little  waste. 

t^dii  t  ̂  

Diagram  B 

Diagram  B  is  also  made  from  i"  material, 
when  cut  as  shown  in  Diagram  B,  it  will 
lock  into  Diagram  A. 

Different  sizes  of  shelves,  height  and 
width  can  be  made  by  changing  size  of 
brackets. 



A  FRAME  DISPLAY AGRICULTURE  WEEK 

Diagram  B 

Diagram  A  shows  6'  legs,  if  you  wish  you 
can  use  7'.  A  frames  are  made  up  as  shown 
in  Diagram  A.  Three  A  frames  will  give 

you  4'  X  16'  display  area  on  each  side, 
when  you  assemble  as  in  Diagram  B. 

We  do  not  use  any  nails  in  the  plywood,  so 

we  don't  damage  material.  Our  material  is 
borrowed  from  the  local  lumber  yard. 
Roofing  nails  used  on  the  centre  and  ends 
will  hold  material  secure. 

Call  Albert,  the  carpenter,  at  854-2224  if 
you  need  more  information. 

March  13  -  19,  1988  are  the  dates  for 
Agriculture  Week  in  Alberta.  Agaware,  once 
again,  will  be  taking  the  lead  in  promoting 
Agriculture  Week.  A  theme  will  soon  be 
developed  and  promoted.  Contact  Wayne 
Crouse   at   477-0071   for  more  information. 

Plan  now  for  your  agricultural  society  to 

get  involved. 

AGRICULTURE  HALL  OF  FAME 

The  Agriculture  Hall  of  Fame  will  be  held 
in  Edmonton,  Friday,  March  11,  1988.  It 
will  again  kick  off  Agriculture  Week.  This 

year's  banquet  and  ceremony  will  invite 
about  250  people  to  honor  the  inductees. 
For  more  information  about  the  Hall  of 
Fame,  please  contact  Doug  Petti t  at 
427-2127. 
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SCHEME  A  FAIR  THEME 

The  Chauvin  and  Provost  Agricultural 
Societies  wish  to  share  their  ideas  for 
fair  themes.  These  themes  were  developed 
at  an  Alberta  Agriculture  Workshop  in 
Provost  on  November  25. 

Fair  Themes 

1 .  Cotton  Pick ' in 
2.  Our  Gold 
3.  Learn  to  do  by  Dcing 
4.  Our  Heritage 
5.  Ability  Unlimited 
6.  Old  and  New 
7.  Ten  Little  Indians 

8.  Beef  it  Up 
9.  Country 

10.  Green  Acres 
11.  Home  Grown 
12.  Live  it  Up 

13.  It's  Time  to  Try 
14.  Every  Cloud  has 

a  Golden  Lining 

HANNA  says  "Come  Share  Our  Theme" 

"75  YEARS  OF  4-H  IN  ALBERTA" 
1913  -  1988 

Norman  Storch  suggests  this  as  a  theme  for 
agricultural  societies  for  1988  events. 
The  Storchs'  won  the  W.  R.  Motherwell 
/\ward  in  1986  and  he  credits  his  success 

to  his  involvement  with  4-H  as  a  youth. 
Thanks   to  Norm  for  sharing  a  great  idea. 

Contact  your  Community  Services  consultant 
for  idea  sheets  on  ways  to  involve  4-H  in 
/our  agricultural  society. 

ydlberra 
AGRICULTURE 

FEBRUARY  1988 

Tell  us 
what 

your 

society 

is  doing! 

CLYDE  GETS  "JAWS" 
Clyde  and  District  Agricultural  Society 
used  part  of  their  general  funds  towards 

the  purchase  of  the  "Jaws  of  Life"  for their  community. 

The  Clyde  Fire  Department  started  a  drive 
towards  the  purchase  of  this  expensive 
item  in  the  fall.  The  agricultural 
society  felt  this  was  a  good  community 
cause.  The  agricultural  society  donated 
$7,000.00  from  their  funds. 

They  also  helped  to  organize  a  marathon  11 
hour  bingo.  All  proceeds  from  the  bingo 

went  towards  the  purchase  of  the  "Jaws  of 

Life". The  Clyde  and  District  Agricultural  Society 
through  these  efforts  has  increased  their 
visibility  in  the  community.  The  good 
feelings  from  this  effort  should  help  to 
build  support  for  future  efforts. 

Clyde  and  District  Agricultural  Society  is 
a  good  example  of  a  group  that  used  their 
funds    to    benefit    th(i    entire  community 

Community  Services  /  Rural  Services  Division,  7000  - 
113  St.  Edmonton,  Alta.  T6H  5T6  Ph:  427-2171 



MAYBE  THEY'LL  SIT  FAR  ENOUGH  APART  THAT 
WE  WON'T  HAVE  ANY  ARGUMENTS!" 

"BUT  IF  I  LET  THEM  TALK 

WE  COULD  BE  HERE  'TIL  MIDNIGHT" 
or 

HANDLING  CONFLICT 

Most  of  us  would  like  to  avoid  conflict 
situations,  but  conflict  can  be  positive 
if  it  leads  people  to  innovation,  change 
and  agreement.  The  next  time  your  group 
runs  into  a  conflict  situation,  try  using 
these  steps  to  solve  the  problem. 

1:  Identify  the  problem.  All  members 
must  be  aware  of  what  the  conflict  is  all 
about.  Some  people  are  often  not  aware 
that  there  is  a  conflict. 

2:     Collect  all  the  information  relating 

|to  the  conflict. Note  that  here  is 
an  area  where  you 
want  to  stick  to 
facts,  hearsay  and 
gossip  are  not 
part  of  the 
discussion. 

Identify  areas  of 
agreement  and 

clarify  all  positions.  Ensure  that  all 
parties  concerned  understand  the 
information. 

3:  Suggest  possible  solutions  and 
alternatives.  This      should  allow 
discussion  of  the  consequences  of  the 
alternatives. 

4:  Try  to  mutually  accept  a  solution. 
All  parties  in  conflict  should  feel  like 
they  have  had  their  say,  that  everyone 
wins  and  they  can  agree  on  a  solution. 

5:  Follow  through  on  the  solution  and 
evaluate  its  effectiveness. 

Ignoring  a  problem  or  conflict  usually 

doesn't  make  it  go  away.  Resolving  the 
conflict  so  that  all  parties  are 
satisfied,  should  help  to  improve  group 
effectiveness  and  eliminate  the  problem  or 
a  reoccurring  conflict. 

Mature  adults  should  be  able  to  deal  with 
conflict  as  a  positive  opportunity  to  add 
some  new  thoughts  and  ideas  into  their 
organization. 

or 

IDEAS  ON  DEALING  WITH  GROUP  DISCUSSION 

There  are  many  methods  that  give  members 
an  opportunity  to  speak  and  feel  part  of 
the  meeting  without  dragging  out  the 
meeting  time. 

1:  One-1 iners  -  After  a  lengthy 
presentation,  the  chairperson  could  ask 
for  comments  from  anyone  who  wishes  to 
speak,  but  they  must  limit  themselves  to 
one  sentence. 

2:  Survey  -  After  a  short  discussion,  ask 
for  a  quick  show  of  hands  to  determine 
support  for  a  proposal.  This  is  not  in  a 
motion  format,  but  rather  informal 
feedback  to  see  if  there  is  support  of 
further  action. 

3:  Buzz  groups  -  Smaller  groups,  4  to  8 
people,  that  can  discuss  an  assigned  topic 
and  report  back  within  a  specified  time. 

4;  Brainstorming  -  Spontaneous  and 
diverse  ideas  are  presented  to  the  group 
without  judgement.  Quantity  of  ideas  is 
the  key  with  no  limits  to  the  practicality 
or  creativity. 

All  of  these  techniques  can  allow  members 
an  opportunity  to  be  part  of,  and  involved 
in  your  meetings.  If  well  managed  and 
time  limits  are  provided,  these  can  be  a 
real  bonus  in  your  next  well  run  meeting. 
Why  not  try  a  new  idea  at  your  next 
meeting? 



EFFECTIVE  RECRUITING 

How  did  it  feel  ...  to  be  on  the 
nominatinq  committee  when  elections  were 
two  days  away  and  3  new  people  needed  to 
be  found  to  fill  vacancies?!? 

The  president  called  the  week  before  to 
let  you  know  (as  chairman  of  the 
committee)  that  you  were  responsible  for 
getting  a  full  complement  of  volunteers  to 
stand. 

No  doubt  you  wondered  why  recruitment 

hadn't  been  taking  place  all  year  long, 
(like  it  did  in  the  last  organization  you 
belonged  to).  You  made  your  first  call  to 

the  past  president  (last  year's  nominating 
committee  chairman).  He  suggested  several 
names  of  people  who  were  involved  back  in 
his  time,  but  no  new  blood.  As  you  hung 
up,  you  swore  there  has  to  be  a  better  way 

(to  recruit  volunteers),  and  that  you'd 
make  sure  this  type  of  thing  doesn't 
happen  again.  (Too  bad  you'll  not  likely 
be  nominating  chairman  another  term,  to 

implement  some  improvements  --  oh  well, 
same  problems  next  year,  then!). 

You  called  other  members  of  your  committee 
along  with  the  rest  of  the  executive  only 
to  get  a  few  more  names  of  people  you 

didn't  know.  Your  only  choice  was  to  call 
these  strangers  and  ask  if  they'd  be 
ir teres ted  in  filling  a  position.  You 
resorted  to  telling  them  that,  in  fact: 
it's  not  too  difficult,  anybody  can  do  it; 
it  won't  take  too  much  of  your  time;  only 

one  meeting  a  month,  that's  all." 

Well  you  finally  got  your  names  to 

nominate  at  election  time,  but  you  didn't 

feel  too  satisfied.  When  you  got  to  the 
meeting,  you  discover  that  2  out  of  the  3 

weren't  there.     You  nominated  them  anyway. 

Sound  Familiar?!? 

Since  it's  early  in  a  new  year,  now  is  the 
time  to  make  some  improvements.  Here  are 
seven  suggestions  to  try. 

1:  An  effective  recruitment  program 
will  involve  all  volunteers  al  1  year 
round.  (Anytime  somebody  is  identified  as 

a  potential  candidate  for  next  year's 
election,  his/her  name  is  added  to  the 

nominating  committee's  list.  This  list 
can  be  passed  around  at  every  meeting 
throughout  the  year) . 

2:  Develop  an  inventory  of  the  skills  and 
interests  of  the  candidates. 

3:  Develop  job  outlines  for  volunteer 

positions. 
4:  Get  at  least  two  nominees  for  each 

position. 
5:  Recruit  partners  for  each  position  to 
share  responsibility  and  ensure  at  least 
one  is  at  each  meeting  -  good  training  for 
a  nominee. 

6:  Improve  your  organization's  delegation 
skills  so  that  more  volunteers  can  get 
involved. 

7:  Develop     an     effective  committee 
structure. 

We  are  available  to  work  with  your  society 
toward  implementing  these  ideas. 

FUNDRAISIMG  RESOURCE  CENTRE 

The  Junior  League  of  Edmonton,  Grant 
MacEwan  Community  College  and  the  Canadian 
Centre  for  Philanthropy,  jointly  sponsor 
the  recently  opened  Fundraising  Resource 
Centre  at  Grant  MacEwan  Community  College. 

This  centre  consists  of  fundraising 
information  and  materials,  such  as 
foundation  annual  reports,  foundation 
grant  listings,  government  grant 
information,  audio-cassettes,  books  and 
arti  cles . 

The  centre  is  open  Monday  through  Friday 
from  9:00  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m.  The  centre 
has  been  established  to  handle  walk  in 
traffic  only  so  when  you  are  in  Edmonton, 

make  a  point  of  dropping  in.  You  won't  be 
disappointed.    The  address  is: 

Fundraising  Resource  Centre 
Room  318,  Seventh  Street  Plaza  Campus 
Grant  MacEwan  Community  College 

10030  -  107  ">treet 
Edmonton,  Alberta 



WHAT: 1988  ALBERTA  SENIORS  GAMES  -  HANDICRAFT  COMPETITION 

WHERE:      VERMILION,  ALBERTA 

WHEN:       AUGUST  4,5  &  6,  1988 

WHO:         Open  to  Albertans  55  years  of  age  and  over  (as  of  Dec.  31,  1988) 

EVENTS:    20  Competition  Categories 

NEEDLECRAFTS 
1.  Knitted  Article  - 
2.  Knitted  Article  - 
3.  Crocheted  Article 
4.  Crocheted  Article 
5.  Hardanger 
6.  Embroidery 

7.  Quilt  -  Individual 
8.  Quilt  -  Group 
9.  Doll  making 

Smal  1 Large 
-  Small 
-  Large 

PAINTING 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 

ENTRY 
PROCEDURES: 

Oil 
Water  Color 
Acryl ic 
Beginners  Only 

SKETCHING 
TT.    Pen  and  Ink 

WOODWORK 
15.  Woodworkings 
16.  Carvinfg  Projects 

POTTERY 
17.  Hand  Built 
18.  Poured  Ceramics 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
Black  &  White 19. 

20. 
Color 

A  preliminary  competition  will  be  held 
in  each  Alberta  Games  zone  (see  map). 
The  winning  article  in  each  category  will 
advance  to  the  1988  Alberta  Seniors  Games 
in  Vermilion.    Contact  your  zone 
co-ordinator  for  an  entry  form  and 
details  regarding  date  and  location  of 
zone  judging. 

Zone  1  -  Lethbridge,  381-5441 
Zone  2  -  Olds,  556-4302 
Zone  3  -  Calgary,  268-5288 
Zone  4  -  Red  Deer,  340-5529 
Zone  5  -  Stony  Plain,  963-9158 
Zone  6  -  Edmonton,  428-3990 
Zone  7  -  Lloydminster,  1871-6430 
Zone  8  -  Grande  Prairie,  538-5247 

Amrds 

AWARDS:    Gold,  silver  and  bronze  medals  will  be 
awarded  to  the  top  three  entries  in  each 
category,  in  Vermilion. 



7bth  ANNIVERSARY  OF  4-H 

The  75th  Anniversary  of  4-H  in  Canada  is 
to  be  commemorated  by  a  special  postage 
stamp. 

In  a  recent  letter  to  the  Alberta  4-H 
Council,  Canada  Post  Corporation  said  the 
stamp  would  recognize  youth  and 
agriculture  in  Canada. 

4-H  Support  Announced 

The  Treasury  Branch  has  announced  a  4-H 
member  loan  program.  The  program  allows 
junior  4-H  beef  club  members  to  make  one 
thousand  dollar  loans  for  the  purchase  of 
calves  for  their  4-H  beef  project. 

Along  with  the  loan  program,  the  Alberta 
Treasury  Branch  also  announced  two  other 
programs  that  would  begin  in  1988.  They 
are,  a  one  thousand  dollar  scholarship  in 
each  of  the  seven  regions  and  a  program  in 
which  members  would  earn  Bronze,  Silver, 

Gold  or  Platinum  medallions  through  4-H 
participation. 

Other  stamps  will  be  issued  to  recognize 
Canadian    Science  and    Technology,  Art, 
Exploration  and  the  Calgary  Winter 
Olympics. 

..  .  ,,  QUILTING 

QUILTING ;-«ossl  CUILTING    .  ,.. 

<T2  M 

p   
*• 

A  DECADE  OF  QUILTING 

Edmonton  and  District  Qui  Iter's  Guild 
extends  an  invitation  to  agricultural 

society's  quilters  to  attend  a  show  of 
quilts  -  "A  Decade  of  Quilting", 
April  16-29,  1988,  at  the  Provincial 
Museum. 

This  is  a  juried 
Hopkins,  a  renowned 
from  Santa  Monica, 

show, 
lecturer 

Mary  Ellen 
and  qui  Iter 

U.S.A.,  will   also  be 
presenting  on  machine  quilting  and  quick 
piecing,  April  16,  1988  from  9a.m. -4p.m., 
at  $25.00  for  the  day.  Mary  presented  at 
the  Gait  Museum  show  in  1986  and  was  well 
received. 

CANADA  PACKERS  ALBERTA  QUILT  COMPETITION 

Beginnings  1988-1989 

YES!    We  are  going  again!  So 
don't  quit  -- 

QUILT! If  your  agricultural  society  is  interested 
in  hosting  a  preliminary  level  for  1988, 
the  host  agreement  was  mailed  January  28, 
1988.  Note  the  agricultural  society  must 
be  a  member  of  the  Alberta  Association  of 
Agricultural  Societies  in  order  to  host 
this  event. 

Please  call   Rae  or  Eve  at  427-2171  if 
have     any     concerns,     questions  or 
interested  in  hosting. 

you 

are 

For  registration  forms  and  further 
information  contact  the  Edmonton  and 
District  Quilters  Guild,  Box  4692,  South 
Edmonton,  Alberta,  T6E  5G5. 



IT  MAKES  LOTS  OF  MONEY  -  BUT  IS  IT  LEGAL? 

Any  fund  raising  campaign  where  the 
organization  is  trying  to  raise  money  by 
solicitation,  selling  or  providing 
services,  is  covered  by  this  department. 
There  are  some  possible  changes  being 
proposed  to  this  act,  which  may  be 
announced  in  the  new  year. 

The  ciim  of  their  regulations  is  to  ensure 
public  accountability  to  people  giving  to 
charities.  Over  two  million  dollars  was 

given  by  Albertans  last  to  direct  fund 
raising  campaigns. 

A  new  phenomenon  in  the  fund  raising  scene 
is  the  promoter  who  will  raise  the  money 
for  you.  The  Consumer  and  Corporate 
Affairs  Department  is  quite  willing  to 
discuss  the  reputability  and  contract 
terms  that  should  be  considered  before 
entering  this  agreement  with  any  promotor. 

Contact  any  regional  office  of  Alberta 
Consumer  and  Corporate  Affairs  for  more 
information  about  the  requirements  to 
register  your  fund  raising  campaign.  They 
are  quite  willing  to  answer  any  of  your 

questions. 

Remember  to  have  "FUN"  in  your  fund 
raising  and  do  it  within  the  regulations. 

All  of  our  staff  have  been  busy  leading 
fund  raising  workshops  in  the  past  month. 
The  need  to  raise  money  locally  has  always 
been  part  of  the  challenge  of  any 
agricultural  society.  We  have  developed 
quite  an  impressive  list  of  new  ideas  and 
variations  of  old  ideas  through  our 
travels.  Thank  you  to  Thorsby,  Sangudo 
and    Mundare    for    providing    new  ideas. 

One  of  the  continuous  concerns  of  fund 

raisers  is  "What  are  the  Regulations?"  We 
had  a  recent  staff  update  in  which  the 
Alberta  Gaming  Commission  and  Consumer  & 
Corporate  Affairs  reviewed  their  policies. 

The  Alberta  Gaming  Commission  is 
responsible  for  bingos,  casinso,  raffles 
and  pull  tickets.  They  have  developed  a 
very  good  information  pamphlet  available 
from  Alberta  Gaming  Commission,  5th  Floor 
South,  J.E.  Brownlee  Building,  10365-97  St., 
Edmonton,  Alberta,  T5J  3W7,  Phone  427-9746. 

Agricultural  societies  considering  fund 
raisers  should  be  aware  of  requirements 
for  the  various  types  of  fundraisers. 
While  ignorance  of  the  law  may  be  argued 
in  court,  any  rules  and  regulations  can 
be  enforced  with  some  fines  and  penalties 
possible. 

f]   .  fi    f  I 

By  the  way,  any  gambling  situation  where 
the  results  could  be  manipulated  is 
illegal.  One  of  their  examples  was  the 
Bessy  Bingo. 

The  Public  Contribution  Act  is  admini- 
stered by  Consumer  and  Corporate  Affairs. 

The  exceptions  are  areas  controlled  by 
municipal  approving  authorities  -  Calgary, 
Drumheller,  Edmonton,  Grande  Prairie, 
Medicine  Hat  and  Red  Deer. 

AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY  EVENT  CALENDAR 

The  last  page  of  this  newsletter  is  a 
calendar.  It  contains  deadlines  and  dates 
of  events  agricultural  society  consultants 
and  agricultural  societies  are  involved 
in.  Refer  to  the  calendar  for  deadlines 
and  to  see  when  your  consultant  is  in  your 
area. 
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WINNERS   -   Canada  Packers   Alberta  Quilt 
Conpetition 

First  Place  -  Ethel  Suder,  Winterbum 
Entered  Edmonton  Northlands,  preliminary 
level.  $900.00  purchase  price.  This 
quilt  becones  the  first  in  the  Alberta 
Canada  Packers  Quilt  Collection. 

Second  Place  -  Lorraine  Strangness, 
Strathmore 

Entered  Millarville  preliminary  level. 
$300.00  prize  money  sponsored  by  A.A.A.S. 
(Alberta  Association  of  Agricultural 
Societies) 

Third  Place  -  Gloria  McFarlane  and  Cindy 
Rankin,  Spruce  Grove 

Entered    the    Alberta    Beach  preliminary 
level.    $200.00  prize  money.    Sponsored  by 
Camrose    Regional    Exhibition  Association 

/diberra 

Camrose  Regional  Exhibition  Association  foi 
helping  to  make  the  quilt  ccrnpetition, 
show  and  quilt  workshop  a  first  class 
event. 

VOLUNTEERS  -  for  yom:  support  fran  judging 
assistants,  workshop  hostesses,  shcv 
hostesses,  receiving,  hanging,  packing  anc 
returning  quilts,  public  relations 
officers,  security  -  a  real  versatile  crevs 
of  over  50  volunteers  from  Camrose,  Camrose 
County,  Wetaskiwin,  Round  Hill,  Sedgewick, 
Coronation,  Stettler,  Days land. 

PARTICIPANTS ,  SPECTATORS , 

We  couldn't  do  it  without  you. 
QUILTER£ 

The  Canada  Packers  Alberta  Quilt 
Coipetition  Coordinating  Connittee 

AGRICULTURE 

Community  Services  /  Rural  Services  Division,  7000  - 
11 3  St  Edmonton  Alta.  T6H  5T6  Ph:  427-2171 



GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  ALBERTA 

AGRICULTURAL 
SOCIETIES  ACT 

COOPERATIVE  I  SIKfUVICll 

CHAPTER  A- 
REVISED  STATUTEb 

OF  ALBERTA 
1980 

All  agricultural  societies  are  fonned 
under  the  Agricultural  Societies  Act  and 
through  it  are  required  to  mail  in  a  copy 
of  their  fair  book/prize  list  to  the 
Agricultural  and  Comiunity  Services  Branch, 
at  least  6  weeks  prior  to  the  fair  or 
exhibition. 

Chapter  12  of  the  Agricultural  Societies 
Act,  Section  30,  page  8  states  that  v?hen- 
ever  a  society  "proposes  to  hold  an 
exhLoition  at  viiich  prizes  are  to  be 
awarded,  the  prize  list  shall  be  sent  to 
the  Director  at  least  6  weeks  before  the 
date  on  v^ch  the  exhibition  is  to  be 

held." 

Mail  your  fair  book  to  the  Program  Consult- 
ant responsible  for  the  area  your  fair  is 

held  in.  Phone  427-2171,  if  you  require 
further  information. 

WELCCME  -  Dan  Sodero 
New  Manager  of  the  Medicine  Hat  Ebdiibition 
Association 

Bye 
BEST  WISHES  for  new  and  exciting  challenges 
to  ROSS  WEAVER  v^o  has  left  his  position  as 
Manager  of  the  Millarville  Agricultural 
Society. 

The  Irricana  and  District  Agricultural 
Society  sponsored  meetings  and  refreshments 
for  the  K.I.B.A.  Producers  for  Better  Beef 
which  enabled  Alberta  Agriculture  to  present 
seminars  for  this  group. 

Congratulations  to  the  agricultural  society 
for  assisting  producer  groups  and  in  the 
formation  and  operation  of  this  Beef  Improve- 

ment Club,  as  well  cis  in  meeting  their  own 

objectives. 

NEW  STARS  DISCOVERED  IN  TOFTFTn 

Hie  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  Tofield 
Agricultural  Society  worked  together  to 
produce  a  new  slide  series  focusing  on  the 
roles  of  the  agricultural  society, 
co-operation  with  and  support  in  their 
conmunity  and  the  industry.  "A  Winning 
Coiibination" ,  is  the  name  of  the  new  slide 
production  vdiich  can  be  borrowed  from  the 
Alberta  Agricultiare ,  Film  Library  or  contact 
the  Agricultural  and  Ccninunity  Services 
Branch. 



BULLETIN PROVINCIAL  4-H  BEEF  HEIFER  SHOW 
AND  JUDGING  CONTEST 

DATE  CHANGED  FOR  THE  ANNUAL 
BROOKS  CENTER  FIELD  DAY 

The  annual  field  day  at  Alberta 

Agriculture's  centre  in  Brooks  will  be  held 
one  week  earlier  this  year  to  be  more 
convenient  for  the  public  as  well  as  to 
acconnodate  workload  at  the  centre. 

fThe  26th  Annual  Open  House  at  the  Alberta 
'Special  Crops  and  Horticultural  Research 
Center  (ASCGRC)  will  be  held  August  19  this 
year,  the  third  Friday  of  August,  instead 
pf  the  traditional  last  Friday  of  the 
month. 

ran  Krahn,  Center  Director,  says  the  date 
change  is  made  for  several  reasons.  The 
earlier  field  day  should  allow  visitors  to 
see  research  plots  and  display  grounds 
b loser  to  their  peak  performance.  The  date 
should  also  be  ahead  of  any  frost  which  in 
sane  previous  field  days  had  damaged  the 
annual  flowers. 

^"Vs  well,  moving  the  field  day  will  also 
'irtprove  the  center's  operative  efficiency. 
In  the  past,  late  August  plot  harvesting 
was  often  suspended  to  allow  staff  to  take 
care  of  field  day  preparations. 

ihe  August  19  date  also  coincides  with  the 
1988  Brooks  and  District  Agricultural 
Society  Fair,  says  Krahn.  This  would  allow 
out-of-town  visitors  an  opportunity  to 
attend  both  events. 

For  more  information  on  field  day 
activities  write  the  ASCGRC,  Bag  Service 
200,  Brooks,  Alberta,  TOJ  OJO. 

Information  and  applications  for  the 
Provincial  4-H  Beef  Heifer  Show  and  Judging 
Contest  have  now  been  sent  out  to  leaders  in 

the  4-H  Beef  Heifer  Project. 

This  is  the  12th  Annual  Shew  ,  and  will  take 

place  July  17th  to  19th  at  the  Bashaw  agri- 
culture grounds. 

It's  a  terrific  opportunity  for  4-H  Beef 
members  to  broaden  their  knowledge  of 

shewing,  fitting  and  judging  -  at  the 
provincial  level.  T^e  show  also  gives  clubs 
a  chance  to  share  ideas  with  beef  members 
fran  other  parts  of  the  province. 

The  entry  deadline  for  the  Provincial  4-H 
Beef  Heifer  Show  and  Team  Judging  contest 
is  June  17th. 

For  more  information,  contact  your  4-H  Club 
Leader,  Regional  4-H  Specialist,  or  Henry 
Wiegman  at  the  4-H  Branch  in  Edmonton. 

VERMILION  RIVER  GROOMING 
AND  SHOWMANSHIP  CLINIC 

On  ̂ ril  5th,  a  Groaning  &  Showmanship  Clinic 
will  be  held  in  Vermilion.  For  more  informa- 

tion, contact  the  Regional  4-H  office. 

April  15th  is  the  deadline  date  to  sign  up 
for  Highway  Clean-Up.  For  details,  contact 
your  regional  4-H  Specialist. 

The  Provincial  4-H  Public  Speaking  Finals 
take  place,  P^ril  16th,  at  Stampede  Park 
in  Calgary. 



Agricultural  Societies  Miss  the  Western 
Canada  Lottery  Fund  1988 

The  deadline  for  accountant's  ccmnnents  to 
varify  the  receipt  and  spending  or  banking 
of  the  Western  Canada  Lottery  Funding  was 
January  15,  1988. 

The  list  of  eligible  agricultural  societies 
is  being  prepared  now  to  forward  for  the 
final  Western  Canada  Lottery  payment  to 
agricultural  societies. 

ARE  YOU  ON  THE  LIST  OR  MISSED?  Check  your 

files.  Your  January  15,  1987  year-ends 
should  have  included: 

List  of  Officers 
Activity  Reports 
Financial  Statements 

The  above  items  keep  you  in  good  standing 
as  an  agricultural  society.  If  these  are 
not  received  by  the  Agricultural  and 
Cannunity  Services  Branch  by  January  15  of 
each  year,  the  agricultural  society  is  no 
longer  in  good  standing.  This  means  the 
agricultural  society  does  not  qualify  for 
government  grants. 

Accountant's  Comments  or  an  audited 
financial  statement  indicate  the  where- 

abouts or  spending  of  the  Western  Canada 
Lottery  Funds.  Without  this,  even  if  you 

have  conpleted  your  year-end  reports,  your 
agricultural  society  does  not  qualify  for 
future    Western    Canada    Lottery  funding. 

Contact  your  Program  Consultant  for  further 
information . 

STAFF  NOTES 

Helen  Leigh-Christensen,  Program  Consultant 
to  agricultural  societies  in  the  Red  Deer  and 
Vermilion  Regions  of  Alberta,  has  resigned 
her  position  with  the  Agricultural  and 
Cannunity  Services  Branch,  effective  March 
11,  1988.  Helen  has  decided  to  spend  tirtve 
with  her  three-year-old  son. 

The  rest  of  the  staff  will  pitch  in  to  answer 
your  concerns  as  best  we  can  while  we  have  a 
vacant  position,  so  please  call: 

Section  Head   Andy  McPhee, 
Louise  Welsh,  Program  u^nsultant 

Barrhead  &  Peace  Regions 
Rae  Hunter,  Program  Consultant 

Lethbridge     &     Airdrie  Regions 
Anne  Bennett,  Our  Secretary 

at  427-2171  or  use  the  R.I.T.E.,  operator. 

<Cv^YS  TO  LOBBY  EFFECTIVELY  > 
Fran:        Network,    a    newsletter    for  rural 
organizations  in  Ontario 

If  you  want  to  lobby  effectively,  consider 
these  suggestions: 

*  Knew  your  facts  and  be  accurate  in  express- 
ing them. 

*  Know  your  opposition.  Identify  oj^nents 
early,  analyze  their  position  and  attenpt 
to  neutralize  it.  Don't  misrepresent  your 
opponents'  point  of  view. 

*  Plan  each  contact  and  follow  up  on  it. 
Personal  contacts  are  70  percent  of 
effective  lobbying.    Make  notes  on  each  of 
your  visits  in  case  soneone  else  needs  to 
follow  up  for  you. 

*  Maintain  integrity  and  lobby  only  for  those 
caui5es  you  believe  in, 

*  Always  leave  face-saving  roan  when  dealing 
with  legislators.  Don't  back  anyone  into 
a  comer  that  he  or  she  can't  escape  fron 
gracefully. 

*  Don't  write  anyone  off  until  the  votes  are 
counted.  Present  facts  to  legislators 
right  up  to  voting  time. 

*  Identify  yourself  at  the  beginning  of  each 
contact.  Remember  that  public  officials 

meet  a  large  number  of  people  and  can't 
remember  everyone. 

*  Beccme  the  best  source  of  information  on 

a  topic  legislators  are  considering.  Don't overvi^elm  them  with  too  much  written 
material.  Learn       to  sunwiarize. 

(CcKinunication     Briefings,     January,  1988) 



WINNING  QUILT  READY 
FOR  DISPLAY 

The  Canada  Packers  winning  quilt  is  avail- 
able for  display  after  May  30,  1988  by  any 

groijp  or  organization  wishing  to  have  it  in 
their  canminity. 

This  quilt  is  the  first  of  an  anticipated 
collection  of  the  best  quilts  in  the 
province  and  will  be  available  on  request 
fron  A.A.A.S.  (Alberta  Association  of 
Agricultural  Societies)  . 

Organizations  wishing  to  display  this 
prized  quilt  will  have  to  corplete  a 
request  form  and  send  it  to  the  A.A.A.S. 
office,  and  every  possible  effort  will  be 

made    to    acconnodate    everyone's  request. 

Because  of  shipping,  a  three  day  lead  time 
must  be  allowed  between  bookings  to  assure 
that  the  quilt  can  be  checked  in  and 
examined  by  the  office  before  its  next 
booking. 

The  group  requesting  the  quilt  will  be 
responsible   for    freight   costs   each  way. 

As  the  conpetition  grows  and  the  collection 
of  quilts  accumulate  over  the  next  few 
years,  a  more  corplete  system  of  display 
and  storage  will  have  to  be  developed.  In 
Manitoba  and  Ontario,  a  caretaker  equipped 
with  a  van  travels  the  province  to  acconno- 

date the  many  and  various  groups  requesting 
the  display  of  beautiful  quilts.  Because 
the  collection  has  just  begun,  we  are  using 
the  most  efficient  conmercial  services 
available  to  transport  the  quilts  until  we, 
too,  warrant  the  use  of  such  a  van  and 
caretaker. 

BEGINNINGS  1988-1989 

1988-98             YES!     We  are  going  again!  So 
don't  quit   quilt!!! 

Hosts  If  your  agricultural  society  is 
interested  in  hosting  a  preliminary 
level  quilt  corpetition  for  1988, 
please  corplete  the  host  agreement 
by  the  extended  deadline  of  May  15. 
NOTE:  the  agricultural  society  must 
be  a  member  of  A.A.A.S.  (Alberta 
Association  of  Agricultural 
Societies)  in  order  to  host  this 
event.     To  date  we  liave  26  hosts. 

Rules  &     The    regulations    for    1988-89  are 
Regu-        ready.     The  only  change  being  that 
lations     HOST  agricultural  societies  MUST 

be  a  member  of  A.A.A.S. 

A.A.A.S.  Eve-Lyn  Cockle,  2nd  Floor, 
Contact     J.  G.  O'Dono^ue  Building, 

Edmonton,  Alberta,  T6H  5T6 
Phone:  427-2174 

Judge's     The    C.P.A.Q.C.    jiadge's  scorecard 
Score-       and  criteria  MUST  be  used  by  the 
card  &       judges  for  the  Canada  Packers  Quilt 

Criteria   Connpetition.       It    is    the  host's 
responsibility  to  ensure  the  judges 
have    sufficient   copies    to  judge 
your  corpetition.     The  name  of  the 
local  winner  and  scorecard  sheets 
must  be  mailed  to  the  quilt 
comittee  within  three  (3)  weeks 
of  the  local  preliminary  quilt 
corpetition  or   the  quilt  may  be 
disqualified.     Please  inform  your 

judges . 
Partici-   A  sample  participant  agreement  for 
pants        the    Level    One    corpetitions  was 

mailed  to  all  agricultural 
societies  in  January.      Feel  free 
to  adopt  or  adapt  it. 

For  irvore  information,  please  contact  Eve-Lyn 
Cockle  at  the  A.A.A.S.  office.  Her  address 

is  2nd  Floor,  J.G.  O'Donoghue  Building, 
Edmonton,  Alberta,  T6H  5T6.    Phone:  427-2174. 



QUESTION  OF  THE  MCMH 

WHAT  IS  A.A.A.S.? 

A.A.A.S.  -  Alberta  Association  of 

Agricultural  Societies  -  is  a  non-govem- 
msnt  organization  forroed  by  mearibers  of 
agricultural  societies  on  a  voluntary  basis 
to  assist  societies  throughout  the 
province . 

One  of  the  major  functions  of  A.A.A.S.  is 
to  provide  an  organization  to  which  all 
societies  may  belong,  to  assist  in 
channelling  their  needs  and  concerns  to  the 
appropriate  department  and  to  enable  them 
to  attend  the  annual  meeting,  conferences 
and  the  regional  seminars  held  yearly  at 
v^ich  time  they  may  discuss  conmon  concerns 
and  share  information  and  resources. 

There  are  290  societies  in  the  province, 
and  most  of  them  are  members  of  A.A.A.S. 
It  is  through  the  fees  collected  yearly, 
along  with  support  from  Alberta  Agriculture 
in  the  provision  of  office  space, 
secretarial  assistance,  resources  for 
seminars ,  etc . ,  that  the  activities  of 
A.A.A.S.  are  made  possible. 

Contact  the  director  in  your  area  to  offer 

your  assistance  in  making  a  stronger  organi- 
zation. 

THE  1988-89  DIRECTORS  OF  A.A.A.S.  ARE: 

Earl  Brown,  President  Phone:  961-2457 
R.  R.  #1,  Vimy,  TOG  2 JO 

Chris  Maggs,  1st  Vice  Phone:  332-4821 
Box  1102,  Grimshaw,  TOH  IWO 

Janet  MacDonald,  2nd  Vice  Phone:  437-7558 
11315-51  Ave.,  Edmonton  T6H  0L8 

Fred  Burr,  Past  President  Phone:  846-2338 
Box  248,  Kitscoty,  TOB  2P0 

Susan  Earl,  Director  Phone:  628-2122 
Box  97,  Cowley,  TOK  OPO 

Ernie  Bird,  Director  Phone:  556-8707 
Box  2526,  Olds,  TOM  IPO 

Gordon  Porteous,  Director  Phone:  672-4704 
Box  1,  Ohaton,  TOB  3P0 

Linda  Radke,  Director  Phone:  674-4964 
Box  2302,  Barrhead,  TOG  OEO 

Gordon  Zieglar,  Director     Phone:  632-7362 
R.  R.  #2,  Vegreville,  TOB  4L0 



Chairpersons  for  the  1988-89  Canada  Packers 
Ajoerta  Quilt  Corpetition  are: 

Chris    Maggs,  Box  1102,  Grirashaw,  Alberta 
Phone:  332-4821 

Janet  MacDonald,  11315  -  51  Avenue, 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
Phone:  437-7558 

Canada  Packers  Alberta  Quilt  Corpetition, 

"Evolution  of  the  Quilt",  hosted  84  partici- 
pants  eager   for  another  workshop  in  the 

future.     A  very  positive  addition  to  the 
A.A.A.S.  Annual  Conference. 

Judy  Villett  was  the  presenter  of  the 
workshop  and  she  did  this  in  a  very  novel 
way.  She  began  in  candle  light,  dressed  in 
traditional  tum-of-the-century  clothes , 
demonstrating  how  quilting  was  done  in  that 
era  and  what  type  of  material  was  used. 
Judy  had  exairples  of  early  quilts  and  as 
the  years  progressed,  the  atmosphere  and 
the  costumes  changed. 

Ihere  was  a  slide  presentation  showing 
examples  of  various  quilting  techniques. 
Itie  workshop  delegates  went  over  to  the 
Duggan  Mall  and  were  divided  into  groups, 
to  judge  the  31  finalist  quilts  that  were 
on  show  from  February  10  to  13th. 

Carmittee  Members:    Rae  Hunter 
Eve  Cockle 

Lois-Caroline  Dayes 
Bertha  Eggertson 
With  the  option  to  add 
to    the    carmittee  as 
needed. 
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Agricultural  Societies 

CANADIANA 
JUN  -  8  1988 

Newsletter ISSN:  0228-1090 

JUNE  1988 
CommuN/rY 

NEWS 

REGION  VI  SPRING  MEETING 

Twenty  agricultural  societies  were  Are  you  having  a  fair  this  sunmer?  Please 
represented  at  a  spring  meeting  held  in  send  us  a  copy  of  your  fair  book  as  soon 
Fairview,  i^ril  18.  Alberta  Association  as  possible.  We  like  to  plan  to  visit 
of  Agricultural  Societies  (A.A.A.S.),  sore  fairs  in  the  surrroer  and  vrould  like  tc 
director,  C3iris  Maggs  organized  a  full  day  know  what  is  happening  in  your  ccmnunity 
of  information  for  the  delegates. 

Topics    covered    administration,    Canada  NOTE: 
Packers   Alberta   Quilt  Ccnpetition  and  Please  note  that  the  fair  grant  forms  were 
exchanging  ideas.    Many  societies  are  very  included  with  this  mail  out.     If  you  did 
interested  in  what  others  are  doing  with  not  receive  a  copy  and  wish  to  apply  for 
their  lottery  funds.    More  coimmication  a  fair  grant,  call  our  office  to  let  us 
using  the  newsletter  and  joint  meetings  know.  ^  
should  help  to  increase  sharing  of  ideas. 

The  workshop  speakers  included  Albeirta 
Agriculture  staff,  Rae  Hunter  and  Louise 
Welsh.    We  were  very  pleased  with  the  day 
and  encouraged  by  all  the  efforts  of  Chris 
and  the  Fairview  Agricultural  Society  in 
sponsoring  such  a  worthwhile  activity. 

Thank  you  to  the  volunteers  v^o  made  this 
happen. 

Welcome  to  the 

NEW  KIDS  ON  THE  BLOCK! ! 

Mid-Rivers  Agricultural  Society 
(Hillspring) 

And 

RosQtiary  Agricultural  Society 

AhexiQ 
AGRICULTURE 

LOTTERY  FUNDS 

The  list  of  agricultural  societies  in  good 
standing  and  having  submitted  accountant's 
coTiTients  has  been  reviev^.    Lottery  fund 
cheques     should     soon     be     ready  for 
processing.       If   your   society   has  not 
fulfilled    the    requirements    -    you  are 
late!    -  but  we  will  try  to  get  you  on  the next  list. 

$15,000  invested  at  8%  could  learn  $100.00 
a  month  in  interest.     That  money  could 
cone         in  handy 

Community  Services /Rural  Services  Division,  7000 -113  St  Edmonton,  Alta.  T6H  5T6  Ph:  427-2171 



Ag^CULTURAL  SOCIETIES  EXCHANGE  SHEET 

What  does  your  agricultiaral  society  do 

that  you'd  like  to  brag  about? 

The  newsletter  from  Alberta  Agriculture, 
Agricultural  &  Ccmmunity  Services  Branch, 
v^ich  your  agricultural  society  receives 
bi-monthly,  needs  YOU. 

We  would  like  to  add  more  ccmmunity  news 
columns  to  our  newsletter.  So  tell  us 
about  yourselves. 

Ideas  for  an  article: 

-  Hints  for  other  agricultural  societies 
--  Fund  raising  ideas 
-  Fair  planning  thoughts 
-  Successful  programs  in  your  cannunity 
-  Organization  tips  (How  to  capture  a 

secretary! ) 

-  How  you  spend  your  lottery  funds 

The  article  need  not  be  long  -  one  page  is 
plenty.  We  don't  demand  typed  copy  but 
readable  handwriting  would  help.  Include 
a  name  and  phone  number  of  someone  we  can 
contact  for  further  details. 

This  article  could  be  written  by  anyone  in 

your  agricultural  society.  Don't  just 
burn  out  the  president  and  secretary, 
delegate  a  member  to  follow  this  up. 

The  booklet  Alberta  Exhibitions,  Fairs  & 
Agricultural  Societies  is  enclosed  with 
this  newsletter.  Anne  Bennett  used  the 
information  sent  to  her  to  list  the 
activities.  If  you  fair  is  missing, 
remember  to  set  Anne  know  the  fair  dates 
early  next  year. 

This  booklet  goes  all  across  Alberta  and 
can    be    good    advertising    for    your  fair. 

««•»«  sot  W9  plan/ 

Send 

Us  Your 

MINI  CONFERENCE 

Louise  Welsh,  Program  Consultant, 
Cainnunity  Services  Section  and  Chris 
Maggs,  Director  AAAS,  are  in  the  process 
of  organizing  a  conference  for 
agricultural  societies  in  the  Peace 
Region,  November  4  and  5,  at  Evergreen 
Park  in  Grande  Prairie. 

Please  mark  the  date  on  your  calendar. 
Let  us  know  your  suggestions  for  topics  to 
be  discussed. 



KEEPING  MINUTES  AND  RECORDS  OF  A  FAIR  ORGANIZATION 

By  Andy  McPhee,  Head 
CotitTunity  Services  Section 

Keeping  minutes  and  records  of  the 
organization  can  be  a  frustrating 
experience  for  fair  secretaries.  At  the 
C.A.E.  Conference  in  Regina,  I  had  an 
opportunity  to  discuss  this  topic  with 
approximately   50    interested   fair  people. 

We  started  with  the  basic  question,  "What 
is  Irnportant  and  Why?" 

The  answer  to  this  question  appears  to 
anerge  from  a  careful  consideration  of  what 
we  are  trying  to  achieve  in  keeping  minutes 
and  records.  The  basic  principles  involved 
are  that  a  record  is  needed  of  meetings 
held,  we  need  to  find  a  way  to  distribute 
the  information  in  that  record  and  we  need 

to  be  efficient  and  time-conscious  vdiile 
doing  it. 

The  record  of  the  meeting  is  conmonly 
accepted  to  be  the  minutes  taken  at  that 
meeting.  The  key  aspects  of  the  minutes 
can  be  sunmarized  as  follows: 

Motions  -  all  motions  need  to  be  written. 
To  help  present  written  motions,  use  an 
overhead  projector  so  that  the  mover  can 
present  his  motion  to  the  meeting  on  a 
screen.  In  this  way  the  motion  is  in  front 
of  the  entire  meeting  and  discussion  or 
amendments  will  be  focused  on  the  written 
motion  only. 

An  alternative  is  to  use  a  flip  chart  stand 
and  marker  pens  to  write  out  the  motion  for 
discussion. 

For  smaller  meetings  of  less  than  10 
people,  written  motions  on  slips  of  paper 
are  acceptable.  The  secretary  can  then 
read  out  the  motion  and  it  can  be  passed 
around      the      roan     during  discussion. 

Written  Reports  -  all  coimittee  or 
other  reports  must  be  in  writing.  Consider 
attaching  reports  to  the  minutes  rather 
than  making  the  report  a  part  of  the 
minutes.  This  gives  the  secretary  the 
option  of  not  sending  a  corplete  copy  of 
the  written  report  to  absolutely  everyone 
on  the  mailing  list  v^en  most  often  only 
key  interested  members  or  coimittee  heads 
need  corplete  reports. 

Appropriate  Detail  -  the  group  should 
carefully  consider  and  agree  on  a  plan  to 
determine  v^en  issues  or  discussions 
require  a  detailed  explanation  in  minutes 
and  v^ch  issues  only  require  short  notes. 

I  see  this  as  not  just  the  secretary's 
problem,  but  a  decision  vtoch  needs  full 
board  support  and  agreement.  Remember  that 
the  criteria  we  are  using  for  minutes  is  to 

ask  "What  are  we  trying  to  achieve?"  The 
answer  to  that  question  should  consider 

secretary's  time,  paper  budget,  mailing 
budget,  need  for  information  and  length  of 
meetings.  I  suggested  at  the  seminar  in 
Regina  that  any  meeting  over  two  hours  in 
length  should  be  scrutinized  to  detennine 
if  it  is  being  run  efficiently. 

Cont'd. 



KEEPING  MINUTES  RECORDS  (Cont'd.) 

A  suggestion  for  setting  up  minutes  is  to 
highlight  three  key  points  about  each  item: 

1)  whether  it  is  for  action  now  or  to  be 
deferred 

2)  the  person  responsible  for  the  action, 
3)  the  deadline  for  action. 

Many  secretaries  use  a  highlighter  pen  to 
point  out  to  the  receiver  of  the  minutes 
his  cormitments. 

Another  suggested  form  for  minutes  is  to 

set  up  a  sumnary  called  Action  Points  - 
Action  points  look  like  the  following 
example: 

Fair  Ribbons 

Action  Points 

Action  to  be  taken 

1)  Estimate  needs 
2)  Get  3  quotes  fron 

suppliers 
3)  Present  recanmendation 

to  conmittee  head 

By  Whan By  When 
Joan  Smith    one  month 

from  now 

Action  points  can  be  useful  as  the  mailout 
sunmary  of  minutes  because  they  save  paper 
and  postage  and  the  time  required  to  find 
vdiat  you  said  you  would  do I 

Who  is  Responsible? 

Keeping  minutes  and  records  is  usually  the 
responsibility  of  the  secretary  but  sane 
groups  appoint  a  recording  or 
correspondence  secretary  v^ose  duties  are 
limited  to  minutes  and  correspondence 
duties.  This  can  free  up  the  secretary  to 
coordinate  the  smooth  running  of  meetings 
along  with  the  chairman. 

If  your  committees  are  large  or  have 
independent  operating  authority,  then  a 
ccitinittee  secretary  is  appropriate.  Make 
sure  that  the  coinnittee  secretary  keeps  in 
good  cotinunication  with  the  general 
secretary. 

Minutes  and  record  keeping  for  your  fair 
organization  can  be  made  more  satisfying 
for  all  concerned  if  you: 

*  Use  your  ccnmon  sense 
*  Clearly  identify  -what  you  are  trying  to 

achieve  in  minute  taking 

*  Are  always  time  and  budget  conscious 

Have  fun  trying  seme  of  these  things. 

B 
Saf 

SUIT  UP  FOR  SAFETY  VIDEO 

Prepare  yourself  for  the  spraying  season! 
Borrow  a  Suit  Up  For  Safety  video  frcm 
your  district  office  of  Alberta 
Agriculture  to  find  out  how  to  protect 
yourself  when  handling  pesticides. 

The  information  focuses  on  the  use  of 
protective  clothing,  suitable  safety 
equipnent  and  special  care  in  handling  and 
washing  contaminated  clothing  after  use. 
Information  on  disposable  protective 
coveralls  for  pesticide  use  is  also 
included. 

The  video  is  informative  for  all  pesticide 
handlers . 

Available  support  materials  frcm  Alberta 
Agriculture  include  Protective  Clothing  For 
Pesticide  Use  [Honedex  1353-90] ,  Disposable 
Protective  Coveralls  For  Pesticide  Use  and 
Guide  To  Crop  Protection  In  Alberta  1988. 

Be  wise  .  .  .  suit  up  for  safety! 

Contact:    Bertha  Eggertson 
Provincial  Clothing  and 

Textiles  Specialist 
427-2412 



^      CANADA  PACKERS  ALBERTA  QUILT  CX)MPETITIQN 
We  have  42  confirmed  hosts  for  the  local 
level  of  this  ccjnpetition  and  things  are 
well  under  way. 

Canada  Packers  will  present  the  first 
place  winner  at  the  local  level  with  a 
ribbon  and  vouchers  and  they  will  also  be 
presenting  the  coordinating  canmittee  with 
a  sophisticated  carrying  case /display  unit 
to  use  to  transport  the  provincial 
winning  quilts  around  the  province. 

For  those  quilters  who  did  not  get  to 
Camrose  and  would  like  to  see  the  first 
Alberta  Quilt,  it  can  be  seen  at  the 
following  places  during  the  summer: 

Berwyn  June  10  to  12 
Vegreville         June  20  to  30 
Edmonton 

Klondike  Days    July  19  to  29 
Grande  Prairie  July  30  to  August  1 
Fort  Vermilion  August  2  to  August  9 
Brooks  August     17     to    August  19 

^    Taber  August  20 
Elnora  August  27 

For  all  you  northern  quilters,  there  will 

be  a  quilt  workshop  in  the  Old  Timers' 
Cabin  at  Evergreen  Park,  Grande  Prairie, 
in  conjunction  with  the  mini  conference 
November  4  and  5,  1988. 

For  anyone  interested  in  having  a  quilt 
workshop  in  the  fall,  please  contact  any 
nonber  of  the  Canada  Packers  Alberta  Quilt 
Conpetition  Coordinating  Connittee  or  your 
Regional  AAAS  Director,  specify  v^at  kind 
of  workshop  you  would  like,  eg:  history, 
machine  quilting  and  we'll  arrange  one, 

)    with  the  best  resource  person. 

/)|  ber  t  OL 

Societ  /  es 

AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY'S  SURVEY 

All  agricultural  societies  should  have 
received  this  survey  and  hopefully  you 
have  all  taken  time  to  fill  it  out  and 
return  it  to  your  regional  director.  The 
information  coipiled  fron  the  survey  will 
be  very  valuable  to  various  government 
departments  as  well  as  AAAS.  It  is 
important  that  we  get  a  high  percentage  of 
returns  to  show  a  true  picture  fron  all 
over  Alberta. 

FAIR  SUPPLIES 

Hope  all  the  hardworking  fair  ccmnittees 
have  remembered  to  check  their  stock  of 

fair     supplies .        Don't  leave  it  too  late. 

1989  CONFERENCE 

The  venue  for  the  1989  AAAS  Conference  and 
the  Provincial  Quilt  Finals  has  been 
chosen.  We  will  be  invading  Camrose  again 
next  February.  The  actual  dates  have  not 
yet  been  set,  but  please  put  the  month  and 
place  on  your  calendar.  More  information 
will  be  caning  out  in  the  fall. 



REGIONALIZATION 

Region  4 

Fred  Burr 
Box  248 
KITSCOTY,  Alberta 
TOB  2P0 

Phone:  846-2338 

Gordon  Ziegler 
R.  R.  #2 
VEGREVILLE,  Alta. 
TOB  4L0 

Phone:  632-7362 

Fred  is  President  of 
the  Kitscoty 

Agricultural  Society 

Gordon  is  on  the  Board 
of  the  Vegreville 
Agricultural  Society 

For  those  who  don't  already  know,  AAAS  has 
changed  the  structure  for  the  election  of 
AAAS  directors  from  classification  to 

regional.  It  is  hoped  by  doing  this  that 
our  members  will  have  a  closer  liaison 
with  AAAS  and  that  the  AAAS  directors  will 
be  able  to  touch  base  with  the  members  in 
their  area.    The  directors  for  1988/89  are: 

Region  1 

Susan  Earl 
Box  97 
CCKLEY,  Alberta 
TOK  OPO 
Phone:  628-2122 

Region  2 

t  Ernie  Bird 
Box  2526 
OLDS,  Alberta 
TOM  IPO 
Phone:  556-8707 

Susan  is  President  of 
the  Pincher  Creek 
Agricultural  Society. 

Ernie  is  Secretary/ 
Manager  of  the  Olds 
Agricultural  Society 

Region  5 

Linda  Radke 
Box  2302 
BARRHEAD,  Alberta 
TOG  OEO 

Phone:  674-4964 

Earl  Brown 
(AAAS  President) 
R.  R.  #1 

VIMY,  Alberta 
TOG  2J0 

Phone:  961-2457 

Region  6 
Chris  Maggs 

Box  1102 
GRIMSHAW,  Alta. 
TOH  IWO 

Phone:  332-4821 

Linda  is  Secretary  of 
the  Barrhead 
Agricultural  Society 

Earl  is  on  the  Board 
of  the  Westlock 
Agricultural  Society 

Chris  is  on  the  Board 
of  the  Berwyn 

Agricultural  Society 

Region  3 

Gordon  Porteous 
Box  1 
OHATON,  Alberta 
TOB  3P0 
Phone:  672-3640 

Gordon  is  Secretary/ 
Manager  of  the  Camrose 
Regional  Exhibition 

Janet  Macdonald 
11315-51  Avenue 
EDMONTON,  Alta. 
T6H  0L8 
Phone:  437-7558 

Janet  is  a  member  of 
the  Round  Hill 
Agricultural  Society 
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COMMUNITY  NEWS 

Catch  A  Tourist 

Irma  did.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  they 
caught  a  few  tourists  with  large  highway 
signs  and  a  police  supervised  roadblock 
and  detour  on  the  highway  for  their 
parade  to  pass  by.  The  detour  just 
happened  to  allow  an  alternative  of 
driving  into  a  highway  picnic  area  to 
park  and  see  the  parade. 

(Obviously  early  planning  to  gain  the 
cooperation  of  the  RCMP  and  Department  of 
Highways) 

They  caught  Rae  Hunter  returning  from 
holidays.  She  saw  other  tourists  stop  in 
town  to  view  the  parade  and  fair. 

Coffee  was  available  in  the  exhibit 

area.  Rae's  husband  thought  it  would  be 
a  good  idea  if  the  people  who  entered  the 
delicious  looking  baking  in  the  baking 
section  would  also  donate  a  plate  of 
goodies   for   sale   at   the  coffee  table. 

Another  activity  that  seems  to  be 
happening  more  and  more  at  fairs,  is  the 
stock  dog  trials.  Fort  Assiniboine 
hosted  an  international  show  in  July. 
The  rain  finally  stopped  for  the  weekend 
and  the  show  was  on.  Except  for  some 
wild  and  fast  moving  sheep,  it  was  a 
great  event. 

/dibcrra 
AGRICULTURE 

The  Second  Annual 
SOUTHERN  ALBERTA  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY  CONFERENCE 

"Agricultural  Sodetieaare  ..." November  25  &  26,  1988 

The  Genesee  Agricultural  Society  is 

gearing  up  for  their  first  "pumpkin 
festival"  to  be  held  October  22.  The 
committee  has  lots  of  enthusiasm  and 
energy.  If  you  have  had  past  pumpkin 
experience,  we  would  like  to  hear  from 

you. 
It  was  interesting  to  take  a  look  at  the 

"Country  Fair"  exhibits  at  Edmonton 
Northlands.  While  they  do  have  a  bigger 
show  than  most  agricultural  societies,  it 
was  the  interesting  display  ideas  that 

should  add  to  any  convenor's  notebook. 

—  •  — 
August  is  filled  with  fairs  across  the 
province.  It  is  always  interesting  to 
stop  in  at  some  others  to  compare  and  get 
ideas.  Why  not  plan  to  visit  some  other 
agricultural  societies  this  summer.  See 
you  at  the  fairs  1 

Community  Services  /  Rural  Services  Division,  7000  - 113  St.  Edmonton  Aita.  T6H  5T6  Ph:  42
7-2171 



VEGREVILLE  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY 

Children's  Day  Events 

by:    Andy  McPhee,  Head 
Community  Services  Section 

Alberta  Agriculture 

Children's  Day  at  the  Vegreville  fair  was 
indeed  a   special    day  on  July  25,  1988. 

A  children's  activity  tent  was  set  up.  I 
decided  to  check  out  this  activity  so  I 
took  my  2|  year  old  son.  As  we  arrived  at 
the  tent,  a  clown  greeted  us  warmly  and 
handed  us  a  balloon.  The  clown  then 
guided    us    to    the    various  activities. 

The  first  activity  was  a  bean  bag  toss 
through  a  clown  shape  made  of  plywood 
containing  4  progressively  smaller  holes. 
Novelty  prizes  such  as  posters  and  small 
plastic  figures  were  awarded  for  a 
successful  toss. 

The  second  activity  was  a  table  set  up 
with  a  supply  of  popsicle  sticks  and  white 
glue.  The  objective  was  for  each  child 
to  add  to  the  creation  of  a  popsicle  stick 
tower  by  constructing  another  layer. 
There  was  great  evidence  of  creative  play 
at  this  table. 

The  next  activity  was  called  Colour  & 
Shape  Bingo.  Children  were  presented  with 
a  bingo-type  card  with  different  coloured 
shapes.  The  volunteer  called  out  colours 
and  shapes  and  prizes  were  awarded  for  a 
complete  line. 

The  fourth  activity  was  a  "Guess  What  is 
In  the  Bag"  activity.  Children  got  to 
identify  common  objects  only  by  feeling 
them  in  a  paper  bag. 

r 

Next  was  a  "feelies"  table.  There  were 
cardboard  boxes  with  round,  hand-sized  holes 

in  the  side.  The  box  labelled  "eyeballs" 
appeared  to  have  marbles  in  gelatin  in  a 

bowl.  The  box  labelled  "creepy  crawl ies" 
was  suspiciously  like  spaghetti  and  the  box 
labelled  "guts"  felt  like  porridge.  Nearby 
were  basins  of  water  and  towels  for  cleaning 
afterwards.  It  was  a  sufficiently  gr^ 
experience  for  those  hard  to  plef 
pre-teens! !  (&  Andy) 

Other  activities  included  mural  painting 
with  water-colours  with  smocks  provided, 
face  painting  and  a  ball  toss,  sponsored  by 
a  local  ballet  school.  The  ball  was  tossed 
through  a  hoop  with  a  tutu  on  it! 

The  rest  of  the  day  was  rounded  out  with  a 
pet  show,  hot  air  balloon  ride  and  a  special 
children's  grandstand. 

Volunteers  for  the  children's  tent  were 
obviously  enthusiastic  and  appeared  to  be 
from  organizations  and  businesses 
experienced  in  providing  child  care  and 
activities.  I  thought  the  key  to  the 

children's  tent  was,  1)  Clowns  who  were 
friendly  and  outgoing;  2)  Lots  of  balloons; 
and,  3)  Inexpensive  but  creative  fun 
activities. 

Congratulations  to  Terry  Kubin  and  committee 
from  the  Vegreville  Agricultural  Society  for 
an  excellent  attraction.    My  2i  year  old 
a  wonderful  time!  (and  so  did  Dad) 



450  RABBITS  ATTEND 
CAMROSE  FAIR 

The  largest  sanctioned  rabbit  show  in 
Alberta  was  sponsored  by  the  Camrose 
Regional  Exhibition  and  Agricultural 
Society. 

Congratulations  to  Ron  Baiers  who 
organized  and  orchestrated  this  event  and 
all  the  volunteers  who  assisted.  A 
fantastic  show. 

The  judge,  Tex  Thomas  from  Missouri  worked 
with  amazing  speed  commenting  on  every  1, 
2  &  3  place,  as  well  as  the  runners  up. 

Exhibitors  from  Saskatchewan,  British 
Columbia  showed,  as  well  as  breeders  from 
Alberta  points  South  such  as  Gleichen  and 
North  to  High  Level . 

I  left  with  the  feeling  that  breeders 
multiply  as  fast  as  rabbits;  ...  Two 

Dutch  Belted,  which  Andy  McPhee's  2  year 
old,  Robbie  agreed  to  share,  and  a 
gorgeous  New  Zealand  Giant  for  me.  (Lucky 

we    don't    raise    elephants    in  Alberta.) 

QUESTIONS  TO  ASK  ABOUT 

Y9UR  ORGANIZATION 

1:  Do  you  have  an  identifiable  purpose?  Is 
your  agricultural  society  any  different  than 
any  other  organization  or  group  in  the 
community? 

2:  What  does  the  community  know  you  for? 
The  bingos?    The  fair?  The  Arena? 

3:  Why  do  people  join  your  group?  Are  they 
active  members?    Why  do  they  leave? 

4:    Do  you  enjoy  this  organization?    Can  you 

describe   why   you    enjoy    (or    don't)  the 
organization  to  any  new  members? 

Fall,  with  all  the  hustle  and  bustle  of 

harvest  is  also  the  "spring"  for  many 
organizations.  Everyone  is  trying  to 
re-organize  and  rejuvenate  for  the  coming 
year.  Ask  yourselves  some  of  these 
questions  before  that  re-organization.  The 
answers  might  be  difficult  to  obtain,  but 
worth  some  effort  and  time. 

Keep  in  mind  that  Alberta  Agriculture  has 
Program  Consultants  who  are  here  to  help 
when  you  need  to  do  any  planning  or 
organizational  evaluation. 

Call  Rae  Hunter,  South  Region  or  Louise 
Welsh,  North  Region,  for  a  discussion  of 

your  winter  programming  needs  at  427-2171. 



The  Second  Annual 
SOUTHERN  ALBERTA  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY  CONFERENCE 

"Agricultural  Societies  are  ..." 
November  25  &  26,  1988 

Thanks  to  the  Presidents  of  the 
Agricultural  Societies  who  responded  to 
our  request  for  assistance  in  planning 
this  conference.  Your  suggestions  are 
our  guide.    You  are  appreciated! 

Local  Host  -  Lethbridge  Exhibition 
Association 

Conference  fee  will  be  set  to  include 
banquet  and  lunch. 

Place:    Lethbridge,  Alberta 
Lethbridge  Exh.  Assoc. 
Exhibition  Pavilion 

Dates:    Friday,  November  25,  1988 
Sat.,  November  26,  1988 

Time:    Friday,  5  pm  Registration 
Sat. ,  9  am  -  4  pm 

AGENDA 

Friday,  25th 
5:00  pm  Registration 
6:00  pm  Session  I  -  What  we  have  to  do 

for  the  money  we  get. 
Question  Period  re:  Administrative 
details. 

6:30  pm  Banquet,  Keynote  Speaker  &  Social 

Saturday,  26th 
8:59  am  Opening  of  Sessions 
9:15  am  Session  I  On  Deck  with  AAAS 

(Not  in  the  deck  of  52) 
9:45  am  Session  II  A  lot  of  Lottery  Luck 

A  session  about  the  Western  Canada 

Lottery  funding  to  agricultural 
societies.    Agricultural  society 
responsibilities,  who  got  what  and 
why  and  who  got  more  because  .... 
Affect  on  image  of  agricultural 
society. 

10:05  am  Session  III  Select-A-Session 
(Coffee  in  Session) 

A:  Workshop  for  Chairpersons 
or 

B:  Making  Meetings  Matter 
11:05  am  Session  IV    Insurance  Issues 

11:30  am  Session  V    Lobbying  -  Your  Perfec 
Right 
A  look  at  lobbying  as  a  positive activity 

12-1  pm    LUNCH  AND  SPEAKER 

1:00  pm  Session  VI  "Share  the  Way" 
A  planned  shaVing  session.  Activities 
ideas,  worthwhile  endeavours,  new 
wonderful  and  wild  ways  agricultural 
societies  help  build  a  community 

and  add  to  Alberta's  resources. 
2:00  pm     15  MINUTE  BREAK 
2:15  pm  Session  VII  Select-A-Session 

A:    "How  to  Bring  Tourists  to  Your 
Agricultural  Society  Events"  Smil 
You're  A  Tourist  Attraction! 

or 

B:    "Planning  Activities  for  Kids"  at 
fairs  and  other  events.  (. 

3:15  pm  Session  VIII    Plans  and  Actions  \ 
(We  do  it  for  you) 
What  AAAS  has  accomplished  to  date  and 
plans  on  the  drawing  board,  for  you 
and  with  you. 

3:35  pm     Closing  Remarks 

Speaker  Topics:  (Dependant  on  avail abilit 

of  speakers;  we'll  try  your  suggestions) 

Keynote:    AGRICULTURE  -  BEYOND  TODAY  FUTURE 
SPECULATION,  locally  and  globally  and  what 
the  role  of  the  agricultural  society  could 
be  in  the  future. 

Lunch:    REALIZING  OUR  WORTH:    How  to  promot 
agricultural  societies  and  the  value  of 
agriculture  in  a  predominantly  urban 
society. 

NOTE    Registration  forms  and  a  finalized 
agenda  will  be  mailed  as  soon  as  speakers 
and  meal  arrangements  are  confirmed. 

Plan  to  come  and  invite  other  groups  in 
your  community  to  join  you.    There  will  be 
a  prize  for  the  agricultural  society  witbv 
the  best  community  and  agricultural  socie 
representation. 



RURAL  OUTREACH  1988 

A  pilot  project  involving  joint  efforts  of 
selected  agricultural  societies  and  the 
Agriculture  in  the  Classroom  Program  is 
planned  for  the  1988-89  school  year  in  6 
to  10  rural  communities  throughout  the 
province.  The  program  will  be  designed  to 

operate  similar  to  the  "Adopt  a  Classroom 
Programs"  which  have  been  very  successful. 

Participating  agricultural  societies  will 
use  Ag.  in  the  Classroom  lesson  plans  and 
resources  and  will  make  3  to  5  visits  to 
their  adopted  classroom.  The  objective  of 
this  program  is  to  raise  student  awareness 

of  Alberta's  agriculture  industry,  its 
diversity  and  some  of  the  important 
concepts . 

Cooperating  agricultural  society  members 
will  attend  an  orientation  and  training 
session  which  will  help  them  to  plan  their 
presentations  of  this  curriculum  related 
material . 

The  Urban  Outreach  Program  which  operated 
in  some  cities  in  the  spring  of  1988  will 
be  used  as  a  model  for  the  Rural  Outreach. 
The  urban  program  was  extremely  well 
received.  Evaluations  by  teachers  were 
unanimously  positive  for  the  more  that 
1,000  presentations.  We  anticipate  that 
the  rural  program  will  enjoy  similar 
success. 

Selected  agricultural  societies  will  be 
contacted  to  offer  them  the  opportunity  to 
be  a  part  of  the  pilot  project. 

For  more  information  contact: 

Betty  Gabert,  Coordinator 
Ag.  in  the  Classroom  Program 
Phone:  427-2402 

mf  n 
tender  loving  care 

A  Mm 

HEART  SMART  FOOD  CLASS 

The  Alberta  Heart  and  Stroke  Foundation 

supports  eating  foods  that  are  heart 
healthy.  To  encourage  this  type  of  eating, 
they  will  be  sponsoring  a  Heart  Smart  Food 
Class  at  agricultural  fairs  in  1989. 

The  purpose  is  to  encourage  the  use  of  new 

or  altered  recipes  that  are  "Heart  Smart". 
Heart  Smart  recipes  feature  a  reduced  amount 
of  fat  and  sodium  and  an  increased  amount  of 
fibre.  They  contain  moderate  amounts  of 

sugar. 

The  Alberta  Heart  and  Stroke  Foundation  will 
be  offering  the  following  prizes  for  foods 
together  with  the  recipe  that  best  exhibit 
Heart  Smart  cooking: 

1st  Prize  -  "The  Lighthearted 
Cookbook"  and  ribbon 

2nd  Prize  -  Ribbon 
3rd  Prize  -  Ribbon 

Please  watch  for  further  details  in  the  next 
newsletter  on  how  your  fair  can  participate 
in  this  class.  Additional  information  is 
available  from: 

Alberta     Heart     and     Stroke  Foundation 
Cardiovascular  Lifeskills  Sub-Committee 
1825  Park  Road,  S.E. 
CALGARY,  Alberta     T2G  3Y6 

Editor's  Note: 
I  think  this  is  going  to  be  in  demand,  so  if 
you  are  interested  in  this  program  for  your 
fair  next  year,  write  the  foundation  now 
indicating    your    desire    to  participate. 



1988  ALBERTA  RECREATION  AND  PARKS 
ASSOCIATION  CONFERENCE 

Dates:    October  20  -  23,  1988 
Place:    Jasper  Park  Lodge,  Jasper 
Phone:    ARPA  Office,  453-8631 

The    theme    of    the    ARPA  Conference 

"Connections"        brings  vivid  images  to 
mind:     puzzle  pieces  connecting  together, 
hands    holding    other    hands,    chain! inks 
forming  a  strong  bond! 

The  field  of  Leisure  Services  faces  a  time 
when  the  need  for  cooperation,  joint 
projects  and  pooling  of  resources  is 
crucial.  This  conference  will  be  the 
start  (and  continuation)  of  a  strong 
connection  between  the  players  in  the 
leisure  field. 

Keynote  Speaker:    Bob  Clark 

Proposed  Session  Topics:  Connections 
Between  Public  and  Private  Sectors, 
Interagency  Connections,  Connection  with 
Youth,  Connecting  the  Sports  and  the  Arts, 
Connecting  Education  and  Recreation, 
Volunteers  Connection,  Family  Connections. 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  How  about  Agricultural 
Society  Connections?  Who  operates  the 
leisure  facilities  in  your  community? 
This  is  your  opportunity  to  have  input 
into  the  aspect  of  community  cooperation; 
pooling  of  resources  while  you  connect  to 
share  your  ideas  and  concerns  and 
information.  Give  Dawn  a  call  if  you 
have  suggestions  and  plan  to  have  your 
agricultural  society  represented.  The 

puzzle    can't    be    complete    without  you! 

ARPA  Conference  Social  Committee 
11759  Groat  Road,  Edmonton  T5M  3K6 
Phone:        Dawn     Green-Sheldon,  428-5151 

ROYAL  AGRICULTURAL  WINTER  FAIR  ( 
The  Royal  Coliseum 
Exhibition  Place 
Toronto,  Ontario 

November  9-22,  1988 

"I  see  the  Fair  as  an  opportunity  to  bridg 
the  gap  between  the  farming  community  an 

the  urban  consumer",  explains  Weston,  " 
also  see  the  Fair  as  a  great  opportunit, 
for  improving  the  visibility  of  Canadain 

made  agricultural  products  to  the  consumer" W.  Galen  Westo 

More 

Information 

DO  IT  YOURSELF 
PARK  DEVELOPMENT 

Another  new  manual  has  been  added  to  the 
Focus  Series,  published  by  the  Community 
Recreation  Branch  of  Alberta  Recreation  an( 
Parks.  Park  Development  explains  the  stepj 
in  planning  and  developing  a  park,  startinc 
from  the  organizing  stage  of  the  project, 

This  do-it-yourself  guide  promises  to  bt 
informative  as  well  as  easy  reading. 
Specific  information  is  given  for  picnic 
areas,  beaches,  campgrounds  and  various 
types  of  signs  and  barriers. 

To     order,     please     contact     the  Outdoor 
Recreation    Facilities   Section   in  Edmontor 

(phone  427-4471).    Copies  are  also  available 
through  your   Regional    Recreation  Servi^ 
Office. 



You  are  Invited  to  a 

GRAND  OLD  FAIR 

Edmonton  has  been  the  scene  of  many  fairs 
and  festivals  dating  back  to  the  early 

1800' s.  The  first  agricultural  fair  in Alberta  was  held  in  Edmonton  in  1879.  As 
well,  some  of  the  Alberta  Exhibition  was 
held  in  Rossdale  between  1901  and  1909. 

FOLK  ART  KIT 

Rya  Rugs FOLK  ART  KIT 

Norwegian  Rosemaling / 

FOLK  ART  KIT 

Ceinture  Fleche 

Now,  eighty  years  later,  you  can  join  us 
at  the  Grand  Old  Fair  for  a  day  of  old- 
fashioned  fun.  There  will  be  Michael 
Mitchell,  an  antique  car  show,  historic 

photos  and  craft  exhibits,  a  children's circus  and  an  auction. 

Enter  your  prize-winning  vegetables, 
baking,  or  preserves  into  the  garden  and 
homebaking  contest.  Just  fill  out  the 
enclosed  form  and  return  it  to  the  River 
Valley  Outdoor  Centre.  For  further 
information,  call  428-3033. 

TIME:    Monday,  September  5,  1988 
11:00  am  to  5:00  pm 

PLACE:  DONALD  ROSS  PARK 
10125  -  97  Avenue 
EDMONTON 

ADMISSION:  Free 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  WRITE: 
River  Valley  Outdoor  Centre 
Box  2359 
EDMONTON,  Alberta     T5J  2R7 

Phone:    428-3033,  Jill  Wright 

FOLK  ART  KITS 

A  series  of  slide  presentations  on  the 
traditional  ethnic  crafts  has  been  produced 
by  the  Multicultural  Heritage  Centre  in 
cooperation  with  the  Alberta  Cultural 
Heritage  Foundation.  Each  kit  contains  a 
history  of  the  craft,  background  information 
of  the  craft  technique,  detailed 
photographs,  list  of  reference  materials, 
samples  of  crafts  and  a  comprehensive  slide 
display  and  text. 

Folk  Art  Crafts  include:  Bobbin  Lace, 
Finnweaving  and  Rya  Rugs,  French  Canadian 
Ceinture  Fleche,  Indian  Leather  and 
Beadwork,  Norwegian  Rosemaling  and  Ukranian 
Willow  Baskets. 

The  Folk  Art  Kits  are  available  to  any  group 
or  individual  under  the  following 
conditions: 

Loan  fee  of  $20.00 
Borrower  is  responsible  for  the  cost  of 
shipping  to  and  from  the  Centre  and 
returning  when  due. 

An  evaluation  form  should  be  completed  and 
returned  with  the  Kit. 

All  contents  and  slides  are  copyrighted. 
Prior  permission  from  Centre  must  be  given 
for  reproduction. 
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COMMUNITY  NEWS 

"We've  Been  Everywhere  .  .  frotn  t^ort 
Vermilion  to  Raymond,  from  Irvine  to 

Yel lowhead" .  It  has  been  a  busy  and 
interesting  summer.  Lots  of  ideas  Were 

gleaned  on  these  visits  to  fdii^s. 
Here's  some  of  the  sampling. 

Children's  Classes 
*  Shoebox  Decorati ng 
*  Mudpie  Building 
*  Future  Farmers 

Electronics  Projects 
9"  Pizza 
Portrait  of  Mom  and  Dad 
Homemade  Mask 
Kites 

Cooking  and  Canning 
*  Heart  and  Health  Recipes 
*  Microwave  Classics 
*  Biggest  Flop 
*  Freezer  Jams 

*  Fancy  Packed  Pickles 
(Arranged  in  Jar) 

*  Dried  Foods 

Art  and  Photography 
*  One  Woman  (Man)  Show 
*  Slides  in  caramate  or  with  viewers 
*  Last  Year's  Fair 
*  "What  Is  It?"  (Patterns  and 

Textures  in  Picture) 

*  Home  Printing  and  Developing 

/diberra 
AGRICULTURE 

OCTOBER  1988 

Novelty  Or  Special  Classes 
*  Hard  Done  By 

*  Best  Use  of  an  Unusable  Item *  Taxidermy 

*  Male  Only  Classes *  Terrariums 

*  Best  Article  From  Further 
Education  Class 

*  Adult  Kites 
*  Miniatures 
*  Sign  Making 

Activities 
*  Various  Pioneer  Or  Modern  Skill 

Competitions  eg:  Nail  Driving 
*  Sheep  to  Shawl  Contest 
*  Rooster  Crowing  Contest 
*  Watermelon  Seed  Spitting 
*  Lipsync  or  Airband 

Display  Ideas 
*  Unusual  Themes 

*  Color  Coding  All  Displays  and 
Exhibits 

*  Unusual  Dividers  on  Bench  Show Displays 

*  Decorated  Store  Windows 

Record  Keeping  Systems 
*  Verna  Lindholm  System 
*  As  many  as  Fairs 

Agricultural  Society  Promotion 
*  Booths  with  Souvenirs  for  Sale 
*  Pictures  of  Past  Events  and 

Activities 

*  Surveys  of  the  Community 
*  Suggestion  Boxes 

Don't  forget  the  "Convenor  Evaluation". Contact  our  branch  for  details  on  all 
these  ideas.    Our  collection  book  keeps 
getting  bigger  and  better.    Send  us  your 

great  ideas. 

Community  Services  /  Rural  Services  Division,  7000  - 113  St.  Edmonton  Alta.  T6H  5T6  Ph:  427-2171 



mm 

"MAKING  A  PARK  BROCHURE"  MANUAL 

The  newest  publication  produced  by 

Alberta  Recreation  and  Parks',  Community 
Recreation  Facilities  Section  is 

entitled,  "Making  a  Park  Brochure". 
This  manual  is  a  practical,  easy  to 
follow,  helpful  guide  for  anyone 
producing  a  park  brochure.  To  order 
your  copy,  contact: 
Heather  Lacy 
Community  Recreation  Facilities  Section 
Phone:  427-4471 

WHERE  IS  YOUR  FAIR  GRANT? 

If    you    have    the    copies  of  cancelled 
cheques  and  invoices  for  expenses  and 
the  statement  declaring  prize  money  paid 
out  this  year  .  .  . 

You  could  be  a  winner.  Send  in  your 
complete  application  today. 

_  Ifs  no  secret  - 

WANT  TO  BE  IN  REAL  "GOOD  STANDING"? 

Why  wait  for  January  ....  Complete 
the  year-end  forms  as  soon  as  possible 
after  your  annual  meeting. 

Copies  of  all  these  forms  are  included 
in  this  mail  out. 



HAVE  YOU  SPENT  OVER  $14,000  OPERATING 
YOUR  BUILDING  THIS  YEAR? 

Don't  wait  for  spring,  send  in  your 
operating  grant  application  with  copies 
of  cancelled  cheques  and  invoices  and 
avoid  the  rush. 

PUSH,  PULL  OR  DRAG  MEETING 

Why    not    involve    a  recruitment  committee 
in     getting     some  new     blood     for  this 
year's    executive.  Please    photocopy  and 
use    the    enclosed  sheets    to    help  give 
your   new   prospects  an   opportunity  to  see 
what  the  job  might  involve  and  what  they 
can    offer    to    your  agricultural  society. 

The  annual  meeting  would  be  attended 
more  willingly  if  people  knew  that  most 
positions  had  already  recruited  nominees 
prior  to  that  day. 

LEADERSHIP  DEVELOPMENT  WORKSHOPS 
FOR  RURAL  PEOPLE 

Those  wishing  to  develop  their 
leadership  potential  may  be  interested 
in  a  series  of  workshops  offered  jointly 
by  Rural  Education  and  Development 
Association  (REDA)  and  the  Faculty  of 
Extension   of   the  University  of  Alberta. 

The  14th  annual  Introductory  Leadership 
Skills  (Level  I)  Workshop  is  being  held 
at  Goldeye  Centre,  January  23  to  27, 
1989.  Level  I  participants  develop 
skills  in  communicating,  public  speaking 
and  effective  meeting  management. 

Consensus  seeking,  leader-group  dynamics 
and  other  leadership  areas  are  examined. 

for    Lake  Louise, 
1989.        Level  II 
skills  for 
presentations  with 
decision  making. 

The  nth  annual  Intermediate  Leadership 

Skills  (Level  II)  Workshop  is  scheduled 
February  20  to  24, 
participants  develop 
making  effective 
visual  aids.  Group 

power  and  leadership 
and  issues  in  agriculture  are  explored. 
Tools  are  introduced  for  encouraging 

group  participation  in  meetings  and 
examining  a  problem. 

A  third  leadership  program,  "Management 
for  Volunteer  Executives"  is  being 
offered  at  Goldeye  Centre.  The  dates 
are  also  February  20  to  24,  1989. 

The  latter  program  is  particularly  for 
those  who  find  themselves  in  elected 

positions     within     a     co-operative,  farm 
organization,  community 
etc.       The   general  themes 
functions         and  the 

responsibilities      of  the 
change  and  improvement. 

association, 

are  managerial 
roles  and 
leader  for 

At  each  of  the  three  programs, 

participants'  past  experiences  and 
workshop  experiences  are  used  to  develop 
understanding  and  skills  which  can  be 
used  in  community  settings.  The  format 
includes  lectures,  group  discussions  and 
individual  and  group  exercises. 

Brochures  and  applications  for  the  REDA 
Leadership  Workshops  are  available  from 
Rural  Education  and  Development  Assoc. 
14815  -  119  Avenue,  Edmonton,  Alberta, 
T5L  2N9  or  Phone  451-5959. 



HONOURARY  MEMBERSHIP 

The    forms   for   this   award  should   be  in 
your   hands   by   this   time.  Please  give 
some  thought  to  nominating  a  hardworking 
volunteer  in  your  society. 

REMINDER 

The    dates    for    the    1989  AAAS  Annual 

Convention  are  February  22nd  through 
24th,  1989,  in  Camrose. 

Peace  rbc^ion 

Registration  for  November  4  &  5  Conference 
and 

Quilting  Workshop,  Deadline,  October  15 

Next  year  we  plan  to  make  some 
improvements  and  we  have  added  a  day  and 
more  social  activities. 

Registration  forms  and  agendas  will  be 
mailed  out  next  month. 

QUILTING 

The  provincial  finals  will  be  held  in 
Camrose  again  in  conjunction  with  the 
AAAS  convention.  This  year  there  will 
be  two  types  of  workshops.  If  you  know 
of  anyone  who  would  like  to  be  a 
quilting  judge  let  them  know  that  there 

will  be  a  special  judge's  workshop  with 
the     demonstration     lecture  workshops. 

Does  Your  Agricultural  Society  Have  A  Plan? 

Consider     reviewing     your     by-laws  and 
objectives          when          planning  and 
evaluating.  If  there  is  no  goal  you 

won't  have  anything  to  achieve. 

Call  a  program  consultant  to  book  a 
session  if  you  need  help  in  your  society 
-  that  is  what  we  are  here  for.  Call 
Rae  Hunter  or  Louise  Welsh,  427-2171. 
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Your  1989  Fair  dates  are  due  by  March  1^^ 

to  be  included  in  tlie  Publication  "Alberta 

Fairs  Exhibition  &  Agricultural  Societies". 



COMMUNITY  NEWS 

WESTLOCK  HONORED 

"Overwhelming".  That  is  the  term  that 
Westlock  Agricultural  Society  President, 
Bob  Jones,  used  to  describe  the 

organization's  recent  "Evening  with 
Northlands".  Twice  each  year  Edmonton 
Northlands  selects  an  Agricultural  Society 
to  recognize  the  efforts  of  the  group  in 
profile  in  the  rural  community.  This  year, 
for  the  first  time,  the  Westlock 
Agricultural  Society  was  one  of  the  two 
fairs  chosen  by  the  Northlands  committee. 
The  Westlock  group  chose  to  holds  its 
Evening  with  Northlands  in  conjunction  with 

its  annual  "Volunteer  Appreciation  Night". 
Bob  Jones  felt  it  was  a  very  fitting  way  to 
recognize  the  efforts  of  the  over  300 
volunteers  that  make  the  annual  Westlock 

fair  a  reality.  Commented  Jones,  "Without the  efforts  of  the  volunteers  we  could  not 

hold  a  fair.    It's  that  simple." 

Next  year  marks  the  75th  anniversary  of  the 
Westlock  Agricultural  Society.  To  mark  the 
event,  plans  are  already  underway  for  a 
bigger  and  better  fair,  including  an 
extension  from  three  days  to  four. 
Emphasis  will  be  placed  on  showing 

fairgoers  the  "good  old  days"  of 
agriculture.  Threshing  demonstrations, 
horse  plowing,  spinning,  steam  engines,  and 
a  display  of  antiques  will  take  patrons 
back  75  years  in  the  history  of  agriculture 
in  the  area. 

"RADIO  FOR  EARNING  FAMILIES" 

The  president  of  the  kArMOND  AGRICULTURAL 
SOCIETY,  Paul  Mann  is  the  writer,  producer 

and    host    of    the    "THE    CANADIAN  FARMER". 

The  goal  of  this  program  is  to  chance  the 

way  people  think  about  farming,  here  in 
Alberta  and  right  across  Canada..  Paul  says 

that  "Hope  and  optimism  are  as  important  to 
Canada's  agricultural  industry  a 

will  ngness  to  work  and  a  sturdy  olow' .  He was  born  on  a  mixed  farm  near  Waterton  and 

now    operates    .    m.xed    farm    in  Raymonc". 

"THE  CANADIAN  FARMER"  is  committed  to  never 

let  hope  and  optimism  fade.  If  you  know  a 
story  about  alternative  farming,  or  any 

agricultural  human  interest,  historical  or 

survival  tale,  contact  Paul.  It's  not  only 
what  you  or  your  neighbors  do  that  is 
important  but  also  what  you  are  willing  to 
share.  Paul  Mann,  752-j793,  Box  418, 
Raymond,  Alberta  TOK  2S0. 

COLLECTORS  DON'T  DELAY  ORDER  TODAY 

A  limited  number  of  Canada  Packers  Quilt 

Alberta  '89  pins  are  available  for  $4.00 
each.  Contact:  Eve  Cockle  or  Rae  Hunter  to 
order  (427-2174). 

Postcards  with  a  colour  print  of  the 
pattern  from  the  1988  winning  quilt  by 
Ethel  Suder  are  available  for  $.75  each,  7 
for  $5.00,  14  for  $10.00  or  24  for  $15.00. 

Make  cheques  payable  to:  AAAS  Quilt 

Competition,  2nd  Floor,  J.G.  O'Donoghue 
Bldg.,  7000  -  113  Street,  Edmonton, 
Alberta,  T6H  5T6.  These  items  will  also  be 
available  for  sale  at  the  February  Quilt 
Competition,  if  the  supply  lasts. 



REPORT  FROM  FALL  MINI  CONFERENCE  - 
Collaboration  with  REGION  6  -  (Chris 
Maggs,  AAAS  Director) 

To  all  who  participated  in  any  way  in  our 
first  annual  mini-conference  held  at 

Evergreen  Park,  a  great  big  "Thank  Youl!!" This  joint  effort  between  AAAS  and 
Community  Services  proved  to  be  very 
popular  and  in  most  cases  addressed  all  our 
concerns . 

Evergreen  Park  hosted  a  wine  and  cheese 
Friday  evening  which  was  attended  by  over 
90  people  who  were  treated  to  many  forms  of 
entertainment,  including  some  talented 

members  of  the  region's  agricultural 
societies.  The  Department  staff  managed  to 
capture  the  attention  of  the  gathering  by 
treating  us,  in  song  form,  to  a  look  at 

what  they  really  dol  I'm  sure  we  all  have 
a  better  understanding  of  their  jobs  after 
their  performance.  Several  laughs  were  had 
and  opportunity  was  given  to  anyone  to  walk 
up  to  the  front  of  the  room  and  tell 

everyone  about  their  society's  activities. 
Sharing  of  ideas  and  getting  to  know  each 
other  was  very  evident  at  Clarkson  Hall. 

The  Saturday  sessions  were  a  mix  of 
information  and  ideas.  Agricultural 
societies  have  more  ideas  of  how  to  get 
more  agriculture  into  their  society  events. 
More  societies  now  understand  what  AAAS  is 
all  about.  Both  the  sessions  on  executive 
duties  and  volunteers  could  have  been  fuT 
workshops  but  ideas  were 
gleaned  and  will  be  tried  in  the  future. 

In  all,  the  day  was  a  good  learning 

experience.  Plans  to  have  another  ge'^ together  next  year  are  already  anticipatea 

Many  agricultural   societies  are  hoping  t 
attend  the  annual  conference  in  Camrose  ir; 
February.    Contact  John  Eraser  at  Evergreen 
Park    if   you    are    interested    in  sharin<j 
transportation. 

Overall  the  concept  of  the  mini  conference 
seems  to  have  been  a  success.  Agricultural 
societies  will  be  signing  up  early  for  next 
year's  good  time. 

Aniiounccincnt 

WELCOME  Clive  Cox,  new  General  Manager  or 
the  Lethbridge  and  D-^strict  Regional Exhibition  Association.  Those  of  who 
attended  the  c  .-nference  were  fortunate  in 
meeting  CI i ve. 

VAUXHAUL  WINS  MYSTERY  PRIZE 

Eleven  members  of  the  VAUXHAUL  AGRICULTURAL 
SOCIETY  were  presented  with  Alberta  Rose 

pins,  a  book  "Alberta  Royal  Exhibits",  two 
tickets  for  the  banquet  at  the  AAAS  Annual 
Conference,  February  23  -  26,  1989  and  a 
frame  and  certificate  acknowledged  the  most 
members  in  attendance  at  the  Southern 

Alberta  Agricultural  Society's  second 
annual  mini  conference.  The  RAYMOND 
AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY  was  a  close  runner  up 
with  seven  members  present.  They  received 

Alberta  Rose  pins  and  the  book  "Alberta 

Royal  Exhibits". 

LETHBRIDGE  AND  DISTRICT  fXH^R]  HON 
ASSOCIATION 

THANK  YOU  for  hosting  the  Southern  Albert.^ 

Agricultural  Society's  Mini  Conference  <uk1 
a  welcoming  that  en]  ifjhterir«d  i  Itn  group  lo 
funding  resources  and  benefits  erf 
cooperation. 

Jerry  Virginillo,  President  of  the  Board, 
shared  a  welcome  jam-packed  with 
stimulating  resources  ar.d  support  of 
Agriculture  Societies. 



n4!Ml>MlNr  MIN 

HOW  DOES  75  REPRESENT  21/82?? 

If  your  agricultural  society  sponsored 
members  to  attend  the  Southern  Alberta 

Agricultural  Society's  Mini  Conference, 
then  you  were  one  of  the  21  out  of  82 
agricultural  societies  in  Regions  1  and  2 
that  were  represented  by  the  75  members  wht 
registered  (so,  75  people  represented  21  of 
82  aaricultural  societies). 

We  idr  ified  lottery  questions, 
administrative  requirements,  myths, 
rumors  and  mysteries. 

All  in  all,  the  conference  was  well 
received  and  the  participation  made  it 
a  great  success 

MARK  November  24-26,  1989  on  your 

calendar  NOW!  The  Southern  Alberta 

Agricultural  Society  1989  Mini  Conference 

will  be  held  in  Region  II,  Nov.  24  -  25, 
1989.    Place  to  be  announced. 

If  you  didn't  join  us  for  the  1988  mini 
conference,  you  missed: 

A   stimulating    and   thought  provoking 

speaker.  Dr.  Fenton  McHardy. 

A    great    conference    with  terrific 
people. 
Meeting  members  from  21  other 

agricultural  societies,  exchanging 

ideas,  gaining  new  ideas  and  resource information. 

SO  UT  li/50UTr;  v^UT 

Agricultural  Society  Dresenta\,ions . 
VAUXHAUL  -  Mini  fairs  as  a  way  to 
allow  entrants  to  put  in  more  time  and 
effort  into  entering  each  fair  giving 
excellent  quality  to  displays  and 
entries  co  make  each  fair  a  success. 

PINCHER  :'?"EK  -  An  efficient  pr^"ze 
money  payment  system  which  starts  from 
the  time  the  exhibitor  decides  what  to 
enter  and  relies  on  a  system  of  timing 
and  trained  volunteers. 

PICTURE  BUTTE  -  A  queen  contest  that 
increases  entries,  involves  youth  and 
raises  their  awareness  of  the  fair. 
RAYMOND  -  A  new  agriculture  society 
with  a  success  story  that  tells  of 
gaining  a  debt  free  building  and  a 
fair  to  be  envied  in  one  year  of 

re-organiz^-^ion. 
TROCHU  -  How  to  gain  community 
cooperation  and  have  everyone 
involved,  gain  visibility  plus. 
PICTURE  BUTTE  -  Told  us  how  to  make 
your  lottery  fund  stretch  further  and 
still  support  community  requests  for 
the  agricultural  society  to  share  the luck. 

ROSEMARY  -  A  new  kid  on  the  block 
shared  enthusiasm,  positive  hopes  and 
plans:  for  them  presenting  a  firm 
proposal  for  funding  paid  off. 

  and  more  and  more  throughout  the 
day  as  Agricultural  Society  members 
talked  and  shared. 

The  Alberta  Association  of 

Agricultural  Societies'  session  was  an 
"ace"  presenting  speakers  for  Tourism 
services  and  marketing  program  and 
dollar  for  dollar  funding.  Team 
Tourism;  insurance  issues;  1988 
membership  surveys;  Agricultural 
societies  a  tourist  attraction;  a 
history  of  the  association;  its 

accomplishments  and  plans.  DON'T  MISS 
THE  FEB.  23-25,  1989  ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE  IN  CAMROSE. 

Gordon  Porteous,  General  Manager, 
Regional  Exhibition,  outlined 
successful  lobbying  procedures  from  a 
positive  poir.t  of  view  (and  he  and  his 
Agricultural  Society  have  certainly 
been  successful ^ . 



CANADA  FACKLRS  ALBLRTA  QUILT  lOMPETITION 

Twenty  two  finalists  will  compete  for  the 
honor  of  having  their  quilt  become  the 
second  in  the  Alberta  collection  by  winning 
first  place  at  the  Provincial  competitions 

Camrose  Febnjarv.  19^9. 

SPONSORS  -  To  Date 

SCOT-ERIN  MILLWORK  LTD.  CALGARY 
-  3  quilt  racks  for  winners 

FAIRVIEW  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY 

-  silk  corsages 

SUPERIOR  DISPLAYS 

-  display  racks 

BERWYN  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY 
-  Promotional  Material 

CAMROSE  REGIONAL  EXHIBITION  ASSOCIATION 

ALBERTA  CULTURE  &  MULTICULTURISM 

-  workshop   instructor  &  judge  for  finals 

ELNORA  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY 

-  quilt  workshop  brochures 

Several  pledges  have  been  made.  The 
committee  will  be  calling  pledges  in  during 
December  and  early  January. 

SFON'SGRS  STILL  REQUIRED  FOR  all  or  part  of 
any  of  the  following: 

Quilt 

2  judges  for  finals 
honorarium  &  subsistences 

4  coffee  breaks 
(juice  cr  coffee) 

Promotion  material  for 
special  high  visibility 
publicity  event 

General  admi ni stravti ve 

support 

$600.  each 

$100.  each 

$300.  to  $400. 

$50.  to  $500. 

Workshops 

Quilting  ̂ ectyres/Demonstratioos 
Wedn  :i.da/,  February  22nd 

Session  A        Session  B 

8:30-  10:00   Seminole     Hand  Applique 

10:00-  10:30  Break 

10:30-  12:00   Hand  Applique  Senninole 
12:00  -    1:30  Lunch 

Session  C 

1:30  -   2:30  Group  Session 
Colour  &  Design 

2:30  -   2:45  Break 

3:00  -   3:45        Colour  &  Design 

30.00  Continued 
(includes  lunch) 

Judges  Workshops 
Thursday,  February  23rd 

9:00-10:00   Session  1 

10:00  -  10:30  Break 

10:30  -  12:00   Session  2 

12:00-    1:00  Lunch 

1:00  -   2:30   Session  3 

2:30  -   2:45  Break 

2:45  -   5:00   Session  4 

Instructors  to  be 
finalized.     $30.00  includes  lunch. 

1  s 



^JI^  ^ 

FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 

"Understanding  Profit  -  the  Business  of 
Farming",  Alberta  Agriculture's  latest  home 
study  course,  teaches  some  key  financial 
management  concepts. 

The  course  is  intended  for  people  who  want 
to  understand  the  concept  of  profit  -  what 
it  is  and  how  it  is  measured.  This 
knowledge  will  help  farmers  understand  how 
daTly  business  transactions  affect  profit, 
why  it  is  important  to  monitor  business 
profit,  and  how  to  interpret  business 
financial  statements. 

As  with  all  of  Alberta  Agriculture's  home 
study  courses,  this  course  is  designed  so 
registrants  can  work  through  it  at  their 
own  pace,  in  their  own  home.  The  course  is 
not  just  a  reference  book.  It  is  intended 
to  be  used  as  a  workbook.  By  doing  the 
exercises  which  appear  throughout  the 
course,  the  student  learns  the  concepts 
which  are  taught. 

The  course  comes  packaged  in  a  three-ring 
binder.  It  contains  five  chapters  plus  a 
summary.  Chapter  1  describes  profit  in  its 
basic  form  of  revenue  less  expenses. 
Chapter  2  shows  how  product  and  supply 
inventory  affect  profit.  Fixed  assets  and 
depreciation  are  discussed  in  Chapter  3; 
liabilities  and  interest  in  Chapter  4;  and 
payables    and    receivables    in    Chapter  5. 

Each  of  the  chapter  topics  is  discussed  in 
the    context    of    how    it    affects  profit. 

The  financial  management  home  study  course 
is  made  available  through  the  Home  Study 
Program  of  Alberta  Agriculture.  The  cost 
is  $35.00. 

Registration  forms  are  available  in  Alberta 
Agriculture  district  offices  or  by  writing 
or  phoning  the  Home  Study  Program,  2nd 
Floor,  7000  -  113  Street,  Edmonton, 
Alberta,     T6H     5T6,     Telephone:  427-2402. 

PUBLICATION 

"Animal  Care,  Livestock  and  Poult^^'  on 
Todaj  i  Farm"  published  by  the  Chr"stian 
Fanners  Federation  of  Alberta  10716  - 
97  Street,  Edmu  .on,  15H  2M1,  (428-6981) 
-  articles  of  interest  included  history  of 
domesticated  animal  care  -  how  human  life 
came  to  be  enriched  by  animals;  future 
developments;  changing  societal  attitudes 
demand  that  farmers  continue  to  improve 
animal  welfare,  facilities  and  management 
of  todays  farm  animals. 

UPCOMING  EVENTS: 

Grant  McEwan  Community  College  - 
Telephone:    441-4623,  Edmonton 
Volunteer  Management  -  April  6  &  7, 
Fundraising  '89  -  May  4  &  5,  1989 

1989 

Alberta      Association      of  Agricultural 
Societies  -  Eve  Cockle/427-2174 
Annual  Conference  -  Camrose 
February  23-25,  1989 

Southern  Alberta  Agricultural  Society  Mini 
Conference  -  Rae  Hunter/427-2171 
November  24/25,  1989 

Alberta  Recreation  and  Parks  - 
Energize    '89    February    23,    24,    25,  1989 
Edmonton      -      Contact:    Dianne  Johnson, 
427-2001,  Edmonton. 



IMPORTANT  NOTICE 

Your  1*^89  Fair  dates  are  due  by  March  1st 
to  be  included  in  the  Publication  "Alberta 
Fairs  Exhibition  &  Aqricultural  Societies". 
Send  them  to: 

Alberta  Agriculture  ATTENTION:    Anne  Bennett 
Community  Service  Section 
7000  -  113  Street 

J.G.  O'Donoghue  Building EDMONTON,  Alberta 
T6H  5T6 

NEW  FOOD  CLASS  FOR  FAIRS 

ANNOUNCING  HEART  SMART  FOOD  CLASc. 

Sponsored    by:    Alberta    Heart    and  Stroke 
Foundation 

Write  for  information  to  obtain: 

°  Heart  Smart  Promotional  Materials 
°  Heart  Smart  Display  Materials 
°  Guidelines  for  Judges 
°  Application  Form  and  Resource  Check  List 

Alberta  Heart  and  Stroke  Foundation 
Education  Department 
1825  Park  Rd.,  S.E., 
CALGARY,  Alberta  T2G  3Y6 

The  primary  aim  of  the  Heart  Smart  Food 
Class  is  to  encourage  people  to  enter  heart 
healthy  foods  and  submit  the  recipes. 
Heart  Smart  recipes  are  those  that  feature 
a  low  amount  of  fat  and  sodium  (salt), 
while  increasing  the  amount  of  fibre.  They 
may  contain  a  moderate  amount  of  sugar. 
These  could  be  existing  recipes  or  recipes 
that  have  been  adapted  or  modified. 

HEART  SMART  FOOD  CLASS 

The  Alberta  Heart  and  Stroke 
offers  prizes  for  the  recipes 
exhibit  Heart  Smart  cooking: 

c)  The  recipe  may  be  original  or  an 
adaptation  of  an  existing  recipe. 
Please  indicate  what  changes  were  made 
and  if  this  recipe  is  an  adaptation  from 
a  cookbook  or  magazine,   state  source. 

d)  R-:c1pe  must  accompany  food  product  »^ith 
entry  number  1  early  noted.  Recipes  of 
winning  products  become  the  property  of 
the  Alberta  He^rt  arid  Stroke  Foundation. 

e)  No  commercial  mixes  are  allowed. 

Recipes  must  be  from  "scratch". 
f)  An  entry  must  conform  in  quantity,  to 

classification  standards  in  the  fair 
book;  or  be  a  minimum  of  4  servings,  eg. 
muffins:  see  quantity  required  under 
General  Cooking  Muffin  Class. 

g)  Each  exhibit  must  be  on  a  disposable 
plate  (pan),  enclosed  in  a  loose  fitting 
plastic  bag  or  covered  with  plastic 
wrap. 

h)  Only  one  prize  will  be  awarded  to  any 
one  contestant. 

i )  Entrants    from  same 
different  recipes. 

JUDGING  CRITERIA 

family    must  use 

Foundation 
that  best 

1.  The  Recipe 

a.  Presentation  of  wr-itten  recipe  10 

b.  Does  the  recipe  have  reduced  or 
low  fat? 
Does  the  recipe  have  reduced  or 
low  salt? 
Is  there  a  moderate  amount  of 

sugar? Does  the  recipe  contain  fibre?  20 

c.  Has  the  exhibitor  shown 
originality  and  creativity  in 
choice  and  presentation  20 

TOTAL  50 

that  is     limits  the  amount  of  fat 
limits  the  amount  of  salt 
increases    the    amount    of  fibre 

GUIDELINES  FOR  THE  CONTEST 

a)  Any  recipe  for  food  stuffs  may  be  used, 
provided  that  the  recipe  is  heart 
healthy. 

b)  No  entries  that  require  refrigeration 
will  be  accepted. 



Agricultural  Societies 

Newsletter ISSN:  0228-1090 

COMMUNITY  NEWS 

The  Darwell  and  District  Agricultural 
Society  has  developed  their  own  procedures 
manual.  This  is  a  great  document  that 
clearly  outlines  responsibilities  and 
duties  of  directors,  executives  and 
commi  ttees . 

This  is  a  good  document  for  any  society  to 
develop.  If  you  would  like  to  know  more 
details  please  let  us  know. 

A 
ARE  YOU  LOOKING  EOR  FUN  AND  EXCITEMENT 
THIS  SUMMER?  OR  A  4  DAY  VACATIONl 

The  Westlock  and  District  Agricultural 
Society  invites  you  to  their  1989  Fair  to 
help  them  celebrate  their  75th  ANNIVERSARY, 
AUGUST  17th  -  20th. 

There  will  be  something  there  for  the  whole 
fami ly . 

Contact  people  are: 
Early  Brown,    Chairman    of   the  anniversary 
commi ttee 
Bob  Jones,    President   of   the  Westlock  and 
District  Agricultural  Society 
Box  485 
WESTLOCK,  Alberta       TOG  2L0 

/dibcrra 
AGRICULTURE 

MARCH  1989 

TOURIST  ATTRACTIONS 

Why  not  submit  an  article  about  the 
agricultural  society  events  you  are 
planning  for  this  summer.  We  can  publish 
some  ideas  in  the  next  newsletter  and  let 
people  know  when  and  why  they  should  visit 
your  community  this  summer. 

ARE  WE  IMPRESSED 

Many  agricultural    societies  have  got  al 
their    year    end    forms    and  accountaat' comments  into  this  office.     Remember  tha 
the  deadline  was  January  15,  1989.    If  you. 
year  end  forms  are  not  in  our  hands  you  are 
no  longer  in  good  standing... 

  no  grants  can  be  paid  to  your  society until  these  forms  cross  our  desks! 

A  reminder  that  all  operating  and  fair 
grant  forms  should  be  in  our  office  for 
processing  now.  If  you  don't  need  the 
money,  just  let  us  know! 

Community  Services /Rural  Services  Division,  7000 -113  St  Edmonton.  Alta.  T6H  5T6  Ph:  427-2171 



(2) 

^^l^k  THE  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY  QUIZ  ^j'^k 
Test  your  knowledge  about  the  Agricultural 
Societies    Act     and     the     role     of  your 

P  agricultural    society    in    your    community.  ■ 

Why    not    try    out    your    Board  member's 
knowledge  at  their  next  meeting. 

Agricultural  societies  are  registered 

through  Alberta  Agriculture  with  what 
piece  of  legislation: 
(a)  Societies  Act 
(b)  Better  Fairs  and  Gardens 

(c)  Agricultural  Societies  Act 

(d)  Farmer's  for  Fun 

Year  end  reporting  forms  are  to  be 
submitted: 

(a)  whenever  we  feel  like  it 

(b)  by  January   15   of  the  following 

year 
(c)  if      the      program  consultant 

telephones 

(d)  only     in     times     of  financial 
distress 

Agricultural  societies  should  submit 

grant   applications    for  fair  grants: 
(a)  before  the  fair 

(b)  when  they  plan  next  year's  fair 
(c)  as  soon  as  documentation  can  be 

photocopied 
(d)  before  March  31  of  1989 

Operating  grant  applications  must 
i  nclude: 

(a)  blue  prints  of  the  building  and 
the  architect 

(b)  the  president's  home  phone  number 
(c)  a  model  of  building 
(d)  copies    of   cheques    and  invoices 

Lottery    funds    have    been    used  for: 

(a)  community     need-based  projects 
(b)  demonstration    plots    for  grains 

(c)  scholarships     for    young  people 
(d)  all  of  the  above 

(6)  An  agricultural  society  could  sponsor and  support: 

(a)  a  local  fair 
(b)  a    district    agriculture  office workshop 

(c)  agricultural  demonstrations 

(d)  all  of  the-above 

(7)  What  new  ideas  could  be  part  of  our 
bench  show  this  year? 

(a)  quilting  competition 
(b)  a    "Heart    Smart"    cooking  class (c)  future  farming  competition 
(d)  whatever  we  dream  up 
(e)  all  of  the  above 

(8)  What  does  A.A.A.S.  stand  for? 
(a)  Artie  Animals  Are  Safe 
(b)  Accountants     Are     Always  Slow 

(c)  Alberta's    Agriculturalists  Are Super 

(d)  Alberta  Association  of 
Agricultural  Societies 

(9)  When  should  we  call  427-2171  to  ask  a 

question? 
(a)  only  in  emergencies 
(b)  when  we  are  uncertain  about  our 

information 

(c)  when  we  need  to  complain 
(d)  if  we  need  help 
(e)  any  or  all  of  the  above 

(10)  Who  works   in  the  Community  Services 
Branch  of  Alberta  Agriculture? 

(a)  Andy  McPhee 
(b)  Rae  Hunter 
(c)  Louise  Welsh 
(d)  none  of  the  above,  they're  always 

away 

(e)  all  of  the  above,  they're  on  the 
road  quite  a  few  days! 



(3) 

HEART  SMART  FOOD  CLASS 

There  is  still  time  to  contact  the  Alberta 
Heart  and  Stroke  Foundation  if  you  want  to 
have  a  Heart  Smart  Food  Class  at  your  fair. 

Contact:    Suzanne  Galesloot 
Alberta  Heart  and  Stroke 
Foundation 

1825  -  Park  Road,  S.E., 
CALGARY,  Alberta     T2G  3Y6 

Phone:  264-5549 

ALBERTA  ASSOCIATION  OF  AGRICULTURAL 
SOCIETIES 
A.A.A.S. 

We  have  just  returned  from  the  annual 
conference  for  agricultural  societies. 
This  conference  was  held  in  Camrose  and 
very  well  attended.  The  directors  of 
A.A.A.S.  put  together  a  very  informative, 
educational  and  fun  program. 

The  complete  report  on  the  conference  will 

be  compiled  by  their  secretary  and  mailed 
to  all  members  later  in  March. 

The  winner  of  this  year's  Canada  Packers 
Quilt  Competition  was  announced  at  the 
banquet  Friday  night.  Congratulations  to 
Lorraine  Strangness  who  entered  her  quilt 

in  the  Millarville  Fa^'r  last  summer. 

The  staff  at  Alberta  Agriculture  look 
forward  to  another  year  of  working  with  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  A.A.A.S. 

AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETIES  AND  4-H 
-  A  COMMUNITY  PARTNERSHIP 

by  Val  Runyon 

Working  collectively  in  the  community  is 
something  that  comes  quite  naturally  to 
most  4-H  clubs  and  agricultural  societies 
in  the  province.  In  many  instances,  those 
involved  in  the  community  may  be  one  and 
the  same  -  agricultural  society  members  and 
4-H  leaders.  It  only  makes  sense  to  see 

these  groups  working  cooperatively'  when their  efforts  are  both  directed  towards 
service  and  the  betterment  of  the 
community. 

4-H  is  thankful  to  agricultural  societies 
in  Alberta,  for  providing  facilities  for 
may  4-H  events.  The  events  may  vary,  from 
club  Achievement  Days  to  the  Provincial  4-H 
Public  Speaking  Finals  -  but  large  or 
small,  indoor  and  outdoor,  4-H  certainly 
appreciates  the  support! 

4-H  also  recognizes  that  many  agricultural 
societies  show  their  cooperation  and 
generosity  in  other  ways.  They  assist  in 
sponsoring  clinics  and  workshops,  donate 
funds  for  various  programs,  provide  4-H 
classes  at  fairs,  and  supply  meals  for 
certain  events.  Generally,  agricultural 
societies  take  an  active  interest  in  4-H, 
and  for  this  reason,  the  community  comes 
out  the  winner. 

SOME  UPCOMING  4-H  EVENTS: 

March  27  -  4-H  Livestock  Judging  at 
the    Cow    Place     in  Olds. 

March  30  -  4-H  Multi  Species  Judging 
Competition  at  the  Lacombe 
Agriculture  Grounds. 

April  22       -    Provincial  4-H  Public 
Speaking  Finals  -  Edmonton Northlands  Agricom. 

April  23  -  Grande  Prairie  4-H  District 
Multi  Species  Judging 
Competition  at  Evergreen 
Park,  Grande  Prairie. 



Answers 

(4) 

i5rCu:r:rtci.V'"  the 
You    couYd    qua  1  i f V    fnT T'''  ■         "^^ • 
Alberta  Agric^uU^  ̂ !  teu^fZl'lZ 
more  answered  correctl  v    nJt  ̂   ^  °'" 

the  back  -  you  are  a  f"''" I^"  on 
agricultural  society  me;^ber  '^"°"l^d9"ble 

1.  (c)  There  is  an  Agricultural  Societies 
Act.  You  should  have  a  copy  of  this 
act  with  your  society  files. 

Available   from   the  Queen's  Printer. 

2.  (b)  to  be  in  "good  standing"  all 
agricultural  societies  must  have  these 
forms  submitted  by  January  15.  Those 
societies  still  waiting  for  financial 
statements  will  not  be  in  good 
standing  at  this  time. 

3.  (c)  Fair  grant  applications  can  be 
submitted  as  soon  as  the  cancelled 
cheques  are  returned  and  can  be 
photocopied.  An  agricultural  society 
can  always  send  their  grant 
applications  in  as  early  as  the 
documentation  is  available. 

4.  (d)  All  expenses  eligible  for  the 
operating  grant  must  be  documented 
with  photocopies  of  cancelled  cheques 
and  invoices. 

5.  (d)  Agricultural  societies  have  been 
using  their  lottery  funds  for  some 
very  worthwhile  and  needed  projects  in 
their  community.  Let  us  know  if  your 
agricultural  society  has  sponsored  a 
good  project. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

(e)  Try  to  look  at  one  new  idea  for 
your  fair  this  year.  Consider  the  new 
classes  that  could  be  part  of  your bench  show. 

(d)  This  is  not  Alberta  Agriculture 
but  a  group  of  agricultural  societies 
which  elects  directors  from  across  the 
province  to  represent  YOUR  concerns. 

(e)  This  number  is  the  office  of  the 
Community  Services  Branch.  Our  role 
is  to  help  agricultural  societies.  If 
you  need  to  know  information  please 
call,  if  we're  not  here,  we'll  get back  to  you. 

(e)  Amazingly  enough,  we  are  all working!  Although  we  may  not  be  in 
the  office  every  day,  we  try  to 
balance  our  workshops  and  meetings with  office  work.  Andy  is  the  Section 
Head,  Rae  and  Louise  work  as  program consultants.  All  are  available  to 
help  agricultural  societies  throughout the  province. 

Note: 

Accountant's  comments  signed  by  a 
Chartered  Accountant,  C.A.,  Certified 
Management  Accountant,  CM. A.  or 
Certified  General  Accountant,  C.G.A. 
are  the  financial  statements  needed  to 

qualify  for  your  lottery  funds  this 

year. 

(d)  Check  your  bylaws  and  objectives, 
agricultural  societies  should  be 
supporting  agriculture  in  their 
community.  Check  with  the  local 
District  Home  Economist  and/or 
District  Agriculturist  to  see  where 
you  can  get  involved. 

We  need  a  copy  of  your  fair  book  as  soon 
it   is   off  the   press.      The  agricultu 
societies  are  required  to  send  a  copy 
weeks  in  advance  of  your  fair  BUT  we  wou 
like  to  plan  ahead  so  let  us  RiTow  as  s 
as  you  get  things  organized. 



'"^^^C^^^^^"  CANADA    PACKERS   ALBERTA   QUILT  COMPETITION 
PROVINCIAL    FINALS  1988/89 

The  second  annual  Canada  Packers  Alberta  Quilt  Competition  is  now  history. The  Provincial  winners  were: 

First  Place     -    Lorraine  Stangness  from  Strathmore.    Host  Society  Millarville 

Second  Place    -    Alice  Luiken  from  Manning  Host  Society  Battle  River 

Third  Place     -    Ethel  &  Milton  Suder  from  Winterbum  Host  Society  Spruce  Grove 

There  were  nineteen  finalists  and  the  judges  were  happy  with  the  high  standard of  workmanship  from  the  finalists. 

Congratulations  to  the  first  three  winners  and  congratulations  too  to  the 
runners  up,  we  had  a  beautiful  display  of  quilts  at  Camrose  this  year. 

1989/90  LOCAL  COMPETITION  HOSTS 

Entry  forms  for  hosting  at  the  local  level  of  this  year's  C.P.A.Q.C,  went  out in  January  and  the  closing  date  for  their  return  is  March  24th. 

Please  note  that  there  has  been  a  change  in  the  Rules  and  Regulations  for  this 
year.    If  you  need  more  information  on  this  or  any  part  of  the  procedures  for 
the  local  competition,  please  contact  the  AAAS  office. 

IF  YOU  HAVE  HOSTED  AT  THE  LOCAL  LEVEL  IN  THE 

PAST  TWO  YEARS,  YOU  STILL  HAVE  TO  REGISTER 

PRIOR  TO  MARCH  24TH,  OR  YOU  CANNOT  HOST  A 

C.P.A.Q.C.  THIS  SUMMER. 



ALBERTA  ASSOCIATION  OF  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETIES 
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Directors 

Irene  Collinge, 
Box  36, 
Didsbu ry,  Alta.  TOM  OWO. 

Susan  Earl , 
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Gloria  Nelson, 
Metiskow,  Alta.  TOB  3A0. 
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The  Savanna  Agricultural  Society  takes 

pictures  when  trophies  are  presented  at 
their  fair.  A  copy  of  the  picture  is 

enclosed  with  a  letter  thanking  the 

sponsor. 

This  idea  can  also  be  used  to  help  solicit 

trophies  for  the  next  fair.  Keep  a  spot 

on  your  fair  committee  for  a  photographer. 

Not  only  can  the  pictures  be  used  for 

promotion  but  they  provide  a  good  record 
for  the  fair  committee  record  book.   4 

WHAT 

You  I 

Kot  ̂ ^^^ 

***The  United  Nations  has  declared  1990  - 

International  Literacy  Year***  

ENERGIZE  '90 

Mark  your  calendars  for  ENERGIZE  '90, 
which  will  be  held  in  Grande  Prairie, 
March  1-3,  1990.  Participants  at 
Energize  '90  will  be  treated  to  a  very 
unique  "Northern  Experience". 

*  Contact  your  local  Recreation  Office  for 
further  information. 

/diberra 
AGRICULTURE 
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Community  Services /Rural  Services  Division,  7000 -113  St.  Edmonton  Alta.  T6H  5T6  Ph:  427-2171 
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CANADIAN 

FARMERS 

Best  Wishes  to  Paul  Mann 
New  Host  of  THE  CANADIAN  FARMER 

75  of  us  will  remember  Paul  from  the 
November  1988  Mini  Conference  in 
Lethbridge.  Paul  has  retired  as  President 
of  the  Raymond  Agricultural  Society  but 
will  rema in  a  helpful  member. 

Paul  has  gone  on  to  pursue  a  successful 
career  in  broadcasting,  becoming  one  of 

Canada's  top  radio  writers  and  producers, 
as  well  as  a  dynamic  seminar  speaker.  A 
media  pro,,  with  real  farm  blood  in  his 
veins . 

His  childhood  years  on  the  farm  became 
more  than  a  memory.  It  was  a  dream  -  a 
challenge  -  to  someday  return  to  the  farm. 
That  dream  came  true,  and  Paul  Mann  now 
pursues  these  parallel  careers  from  his 
small  spread  in  Raymond,  Alberta  where  he 
lives  with  his  wife  and  children. 
Although  his  broadcast  commitments  take 
him  all  across  the  country,  he  still  has 
time  to  operate  a  mixed  farm  and  support 
agricultural  societies. 

Paul  Mann  knows  that  hope  and  optimism  are 

as  important  to  Canada's  agricultural 
industry  as  a  willingness  to  work  and  a 
sturdy  plow.  He  says  THE  CANADIAN  FARMER 

has  a  single  goal:  "We're  out  to  change 
the  way  people  think  about  farming  in 
Canada."  His  commitment  and  that  of  his 
colleagues  at  THE  CANADIAN  FARMER,  is  to 
never    let    that   hope   and   optimism  fade. 

If  you  know  of  an  outstanding  farm  family, 
husband,  wife,  kids  or  an  alternative  to 
support  the  farm  or  a  unique  bit  of 
history  still  being  maintained  by  some 
rural  personality,  give  Paul  a  call. 

Colleen's  Craft  Cupboard,  Leslie  Schatz 
from  Pincher  Creek  and  The  Douglas  Inn, 
Brooks  are  among  farm  related  businesses 

he's  featured.  Check  your  community  for 
special  people 

CONTACT:    paulmann  r,,x418, 
Rdvmond,  Alta  TOK  2S0 
m\)  7w  :m;-jor(6()4);-sK6  \  \:u 

COUNTY  OF  CAMROSE 
1989  FARM  FAMILY  OF  THE  YEAR 

The  1989  County  of  Camrose  Farm  Family  of 
the  Year  was  awarded  recently  to  the 
Tomaszewski  family  of  Round  Hill.  Jim  and 
his  wife  Laura,  two  daughters  and  one  son 
accepted  the  award  March  16  at  the 
Agricentre.  For  the  Tomaszewski s,  farming 
is  a  lifestyle  that  incorporates  their  work 
ethic  with   their  concept  of  family  life. 

This  award  recognizes  the  family's 
practical  approach  to  business  that  is 

reflected  in  Jim's  philosophy.  "Whether 
it's  a  crjDp  we're  growing  or  an  animal 
you're  raising,  we're  always  trying  to 
better  our  operation.",  Jim  said.  "When 
you're  farming,  you're  up  against  elements 
you  can't  foresee.  I  think  a  person  can  go 
insane  if  you  let  different  things  get  to 

you." 

Jim  is  president  of  the  Round  Hill  and 
District  Agricultural  Society,  a  member  of 
the  Round  Hill  Elks,  assistant  leader  of 
the  Camrose  4-H  Beef  Club,  a  long-standing 
director  of  the  Round  Hill  Curling  Club 
and  a  member  of  the  St.  Stanislaus  R.C. 
Church  council.  Laura  is  a  director  of 

the  agricultural  society,  a  Brownie  leader 
and  for  three  years  was  treasurer  of  the 
Round  Hill  Ladies  Curling  Club. 

NOTABLE  COMMENTS 

Dr.  Bob  Church,  President  of  the  Calgary 
Stampede ,  delivered  an  informative  dinner 
speech  during  the  Friday  banquet  at  the 
AAAS  convention,  in  February. 

"Fairs  were  once  the  social  event  of  the 

year,"  he  claimed,  noting  that  mobility 
had  changed  that.  He  noted  present  day 
agricultural  societies  formed  the 

urban-rural  bridge." 

Mr.  Church  saw  the  Role  of  Agricultural 
Societies  as: 
1:    Showcase  for  a  rural  way  of  life 
2:    Promotion  of  agri-business 
3:  Entertainment 
4:    Investment  in  Youth 
5:    Public  pressure  group 
6:    Avenue  for  community  spirit 

Excerpt  from  report  by: 
Dave    Nelson,    Berwyn    Agricultural  Society 



FEATURE:      For  your   Fair/Program  Committee 

^Please  place  in  appropriate  hands.  Great 
games  for  older  '  kids ' . 

Bike  Fun 

Bike  Tire  Quoits 
This  game  is  a  natural  when  you  have  a 
couple  of  old  discarded  tires  which  you 
have  no  further  use  for.  The  two  tires 
represent  the  quoits.  The  game  is  played 
in  an  open  yard  area.  The  peg  positions 
are  spaced  10  to  15  feet  apart;  then  the 
pegs  are  driven  into  the  earth  so  that 
they   extend   12   inches   above  the  surface. 

Two  players  compete  in  the  game.  Each 
player  stands  near  one  of  the  pegs.  One 
player  tosses  the  bicycle  tire  at  the 

opponent's  peg.  The  opponent  tosses  it 
back.  In  this  way  the  players  do  not  have 
to  chase  the  tires. 

The  player  who  rings  a  peg  may  credit  his 
score  with  10  points.  If  the  tire  leans 
on  the  peg»  he  may  credit  his  score  with  5 
points.  If  a  double  ringer  is  thrown,  the 
score  is  credited  with  20  points.  A  total 
of  50  points  make  a  game. 

^FIVE  VARfATIONS 

^  DIZZY  RELAY 

i  TARGET  TOSS  RELAY 

Ring  Toss 

The  idea  of  this  game  is  similar  to  that 
of  pitching  rings  from  a  horse  on  a 
merry-go-round,  only  this  time  the  bicycle 
is  in  action. 

Use  a  board  about  28  inches  square.  Drive 
23  nails,  3  inches  long,  part  way  into 
it.  Distribute  the  nails  equally  about  2 
or  more  inches  apart.  The  board  is  then 
suspended  at  a  height  of  about  5  feet  from 
some  stationary  object.  A  foul  line  is 
marked  four  feet  from  and  parallel  to  the 
board. 

Each  contestant  is  given  four  jar  rings 
which  he  hold  in  his  throwi ng-hand .  He 
rides  slowly  toward  the  board  and  begins 
tossing  the  rings  at  any  distance.  If  his 
bike  touches  the  foul  line,  he  sacrifices 
one  throw  and  he  must  start  a  new  run. 

Several  runs  can  be  made  to  ring  the  nails 
for  a  total  score.  The  cyclist  who 
finishes  first  is  the  winner.  Since  the 
rider  keeps  only  one  hand  on  the 
handlebars  for  steering  and  balancing, 
this  game  should  be  played  by  better 

cycl ists . 
COMPETITIVE  BIKE  RACES 

4  MOTOR  PACE  RACE 
<  COASTING  RACE 
^PURSUIT  RACE 
^TEAM  PURSUIT  RACE 
^  MIXED  DISTANCE  RACE 
i9MH  AND  RIDE  RACE 
^MYSTERY  RACE 
^SLOW  OR  SNAIL  RACE 
^MISS  AND  OUT  RACE 
^LANE  RACE 
^POLE  SPEED  RACE Grab  Bag 

This  game  is  a  variation  of  musical 
chairs.  It  can  be  played  suitably  on 
bicycles  by  having  playground  equipment  or 
other  objects  suspended  from  ropes.  The 
objects  are  grabbed  by  the  riders  while 
their  bikes  are  in  motion. 

It  is  also  possible  to  have  large  balls  or 
other  objects  laying  on  the  ground,  which 
the  rider  attempts  to  pick  up  at  the  given 
signal  while  his  bike  is  in  motion.  Set 
boundaries  within  which  the  rider  is 
confined. 



Sack  Boxing 
This  is  the  old  pillow  fight,  but  this 

time  it's  conducted  on  a  bicycle.  A 
circle  about  30  feet  in  diameter 
represents  the  playing  area. 

Now  the  idea  is  to  have  two  contestants  on 
bicycles  in  the  circle  with  pillows  in 
their  hands  ready  to  ride.  With  the 

command  "play",  each  rider  tries  to  hit 
the  other  with  his  pillow. 

Score  the  number  of  hits.  The  player  who 
loses  his  balance  by  allowing  either  foot 
to  touch  the  ground  loses  a  point  which  is 
deducted  from  the  number  of  hits  he  scores 
Set  a  time  limit  for  the  play. 

BIKE  RELAY  RACES 

<  TARGET  TOSS  RELAY 
ifkfl9.  BAG  RELAY 
^POTATO  RELAY 
^  DIZZY  RELAY 
^SUITCASE  RELAY 
4  NON-OBSTACLE  RELAY 
4  OBSTACLE  REUY 
4  ALL-UP  RELAY 
^POLO  BENDING  RELAY 
4  SEATED  RELAY 
4  IN-AND-OUT  RELAY 
^OVERHEAD  RELAY 
4  TAKS-AND-PUT  RELAY 
^SIMPLE  RELAY 
^FIVE  VARIATIONS 
4  PASSING  RELAY 
<SHUnLE  RELAY 
4  VACUUM  RELAY 

VARIETY  GAMES 

4  PICK  AND  PUT 
4  FLAT  TIRE 4  HILL  CLIMBING 
i  BIKE  TIRE  QUOITS 
i  RING  TOSSING 
4  STUNT  RIDING 
4  SPUD 
<GRAB  BAG 4  SACK  BOXING 
4  WHIP  GAME 
4  POLE  PUSH 
4  FISH  GAME 
i  SHIPWRECKED 
i  HiniNG  THE  TARGET 
4  BIKE  RANGE  RIDERS 

MISCELLANEOUS  RACES 

^NEWSPAPEH  RACE 
4  EGG  RACE 4  UMBRELLA  RACE 
4  SHOE  RACE 
i  SPIRAL  COURSE  RACE 
ACROSS  COUNTRY  RACE 
<  PLANK  RIDING  RACE 
BACKWARDS  RACE 
4  BLINDFOLD  RACE 
4  WATER  RACE 
4  SLALOM  RACE 
4  CENTURY  RACE 

Spud A  Softball  is  required  to  play  this 
but  it  must  be  a  ball  that  has 

sufficient  use  to  be  really  'soft'. 
game, seen 

The  players  ride  around  a  large  circle  on 
their  bikes.  One  player  is  designated 
"it"  and  he  stands  with  the  ball  and  his 

bike  in  the  center  of  the  circle.  "It" 
calls  the  name  of  one  of  the  riders  and 
tosses  the  ball  straight  up  in  the  air. 
The  player  whose  name  is  called  rides  for 
the  ball,  dismounts  and  picks  it  up. 
Meanwhile,  the  other  riders  scatter, 

including  "it". 
When  the  player  retrieves  the  ball,  he 

calls  "halt"  and  every  rider  must  come 
to  an  immediate  stop,  placing  both  feet  on 
the  ground,  one  on  either  side  of  the 
bike.  The  player  with  the  ball  attempts 

to  hit  one  of  the  immobile  rider's  bikes 
by  rolling  the  ball  at  it.  Riders  cannot 
move  bike  or  themselves  after  obeying  the 

command,  "halt".  Thrower  of  the  ball 
cannot  move  out  of  the  center  of  circle  to 
which  he  returns  to  throw  the  ball.  If 
thrower  misses  the  bike,  one  dud  is 
counted  against  him,  and  he  throws  the  ball 
up  in  the  center  of  the  circle  and  the  game 
continues. 

If  thrower  hits  player,  one  dud  is  scored 
against  player  hit  who  then  throws  up  the 
ball  in  the  center  of  circle  and  calls  new 
name.  Whoever  gets  three  duds  pays  some 
penalty  which  has  been  decided  upon  at  start 
of  game.  Penalty  example:  hand  or  ball 
"hot  alley",  ball  bombardment,  etc. 



HOW  TO  LEAD  BIKE  PLAY 

Emphasis  should  be  placed  on  fair  and 
honest  play  -  good  sportsmanship  and  above 
al  1 ,  careful  riding. 

Leaders  should  give  special  consideration 
to  the  needs  of  the  rider  toward  easy 
manipulation  and  control  of  the  bicycle. 

Because  every  cyclist's  ability 
necessarily  is  not  the  same,  riders  should 
be  matched  according  to  their  ability  and 
skill. 

Here  are  some  valuable  tips  for  those  who 
have  been  delegated  the  task  of 
supervising  such  activities: 

Invite  all  to  participate. 
Join  in  some  of  the  games. 
Carry  an  air  of  competency. 
Practice  courtesy  and  fairness. 
Know  the  game  you  are  directing 
thoroughly. 
Readily  laugh  at  your  own  mistakes  and 
acknowledge  your  own  errors. 
Avoid  arguments  -  play  a  second  time 
if  there  is  lack  of  agreement. 

8:    Select  a  safe  playing  area,  free  from 
obstruction  and  traffic. 

9:    If  errors  are  detected  in  play,  call 
attention  to  the  mistakes  in  order  to 

correct  them  -  not  by  naming  the 
players  making  them  but  by  assuming 
faulty  directions  were  given  in  the 
first  place. 

10:    Secure  attention  by  using  a  whistle, 
but  do  not  shout  for  order. 

11:    Explain  the  game  or  play  from  a 
location  where  you  can  be  seen  and 
heard  by  all. 

12:    Do  not  use  unnecessary  words  in 
describing  the  action  of  a  game. 
Be  brief,  terse  and  to  the  point. 

13:    Start  games  with  precision: 
"Ready  -  Go".. 

14:    In  running  off  a  number  of  relay 
races,  it  is  well  to  have  a 
scoreboard  in  sight  of  all. 

15:    Do  not  play  any  one  game  too  long. 

If  you'd  like  more  bike  fun,  contact  us, 
Louise  or  Rae  at  #201,  J.G.  O'Donoghue 
Building,   Edmonton,  Alberta,   Ph:  427-2171. 

NEW  MINISTER 
ALBERTA  RECREATION  &  PARKS 

The  Honourable  Dr.  Stephen  C.  West  was 
sworn  in  as  Minister  of  Alberta  Recreation 
and  Parks  on  April  14,  1989.  He  is  the 
MLA  for  the  riding  of  Vermilion/Viking. 
Dr.  West  was  born  in  London  Ontario 
(1943),  attended  high  school  in 
Kitchener-Waterloo,  and  obtained  a  Doctor 
of  Veterinary  Medicine  degree  at  Ontario 
Veterinary  College  (1967).  Dr.  West  has 
been  the  owner/president  of  Vermilion 
Veterinary  Clinic  since  1972. 

Dr.  West  has  a  community  involvement 
background  including  work  with  the 
Vermilion  Agricultural  Society,  the 
Vermilion  United  Church  and  with  junior, 
senior  and  minor  hockey.  Dr.  West  and  his 
wife,  Marie,  have  four  children  (Quinn, 
Donalda,  Clayton  and  Tara). 

REGIONS   I,    II   and   III,  MARK  YOUR  CALENDAR 

MINI  CONFERENCE   -  November  24,   &  25,  1989 
(Details  to  come  later) 

Beat    The    Record:        Highest  agricultural 
attendance   at   Lethbridge  Mini  Conference: 

Vauxhal 1 ,  11  members 

Please  send  Agenda  Suggestions  to  Rae  Hunter 

or  phone  427-2171.  ~  
As  usual ,  we  have  used  other  good  resource 
information.  We  acknowledge  and  thank  the 
fol lowing : 

"Network"  -  A  newsletter  of  Rural  Organi- 
zations, published  by  the  Rural 

Organizations  and  Services  Branch,  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Food,  Guelph,  Ontario 

Recreation  News,  Regional  Report  from 
Alberta's  Sunny  South 

"Environment  Views"  -  Alberta  Environment 

"The  Camrose  Canadian,  May  22,  1989 

The  Bicycle  Institute  of  Alberta  -  Bike  Fun 

Alberta  Agriculture  -  Information  Services 



Environmentally  Friendly  Produtts 

Consumers  who  care  about  the  environment 
will  no  longer  have  to  read  the  small  From: 
print  to  find  environmentally  friendly 
products.  By  January,  you  should  start  to 
see  labels  identifying  products  which  are 
recyclable,  biodegradable,  free  of 
ozone  depleting  gases  or  made  from  recycled 
materials. 

This  is  one  way  Canadians  can  translate 
their  environmental  concerns  into  consumer 
power  and  influence  the  marketplace  to 

produce  safer  goods,"  comments  Gordon 
Harris,  communications  advisor  for 
Environment  Canada  Conservation  and 
Protection. 

"Surveys  show  that  Canadians  are  prepared 
to  pay  more  for  'environmentally-friendly' 
products,  but  they  must  be  able  to  easily 

identify    those    products,"    Harris  says. 

An  advisory  panel  was  established  this 
fall  to  determine  product  categories, 
establish  criteria  and  accept  applications 
from  industry.  Products  will  be  tested  by 
the  Canadian  Standards  Association  (CSA) 
and  evaluated  to  see  if  they  merit  the 
environmental  seal  of  approval. 

Although  start-up  costs  will  be  borne  by 
the  government,  the  system  will  ultimately 
be  self-sustaining.  Applicants  will  pay 
fees  to  have  their  products  and  processes 
evaluated.  Manufacturers,  producers, 
packagers  and  retailers  have  expressed 
interest    and    support    of    this  campaign. 

REPRINTED  PUBLICATIONS 

Alberta  Agriculture 
Print  Media  Branch 

Main    Floor,    J.G.  O'Donoghue 
7000  -  113  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta     TOH  5T6 

Bldg. 

The  following  publications  which  were  rec- 
ently out-of-stock  have  now  been  reprinted 

and  are  once  again  available  if  you  wish  to 
order  a  supply: 

878 

1811-10-1 

1755-50 

1700-41 
Canadians  have  never  been  more  concerned 
about  environmental  issues  as  they  are 

now,      according      to      Harris.  The  886-1 
Environmentally  Friendly  program  was 
initiated  by  Environment  Canada  in 
response  to  that  interest. 

Surface  Rights  in  Alberta 

A  Farm  Family's  Guide  to 
Time  Management 
Figuring  Yardage  &  Pleating 
For  Draperies 
How  to  Read  House  Construction 
Drawings 

Money  Making  Ventures  for 
Community  Organizations:    A  How 
To  Do  It  Manual 

Here  are  some  1988  Canadian  statistics  that 
might  interest  you: 

*  11%  of  the  Canadian  population  aged  15 
and  over,  volunteered  for  groups  and 
organizations,  amounting  to  5,368,000 
volunteers. 

55% of      volunteers  are women 

*  29%  of  women  in  Canada  volunteered, 
compared  with  25%  of  men. 

*  The  "baby  boomers"  aged  35-44  have  the 
highest  participation  rate. 

*  The  rate  of  volunteering  initially 
increases  with  age,  from  a  low  of  20%  for 

young  people  (15-24)  to  a  height  of  37% 
for  those  aged  35-44.  The  rate  then  drops 
back  to  20%  for  people  65  and  older. 

*  The  higher  the  educational  attainment, 
the  greater  the  volunteer  participation. 
University  graduates  (45%)  are  over  three 
times  more  likely  to  volunteer  than  those 
with    a    primary    school    education  (14%). 

*  Participation  rate  increases  with 
household  income.  People  in  households 
with  an  average  income  of  over  $60,000  are 
twice  as  likely  to  volunteer  as  those 
whose  household  income  is  under  $10,000 

(18%). 



NEW  ALBERTA  AGRICULTURE  MINISTERS 

A  new  team  of  Minister  and  Associate 
Minister  has  taken  over  the  helm  of 
Alberta  Agriculture. 

Ernie  Isley,  the  new  Minister  of 
Agriculture,  and  Shirley  McClellan,  the 
new  Associate  Minister,  were  sworn  in 
along  with  their  25  cabinet  colleagues  on 
April  14.  They  take  over  from  Peter 
Elzinga,  now  Minister  of  Economic 
Development  and  Trade,  and  Shirley  Cripps, 
who  retired. 

Agriculture  is  Mr.  Isley's  third  cabinet 
portfolio.  The  Bonnyville  MLA  was  first 
elected  in  1979  and  took  the  reins  of  the 
Manpower  ministry  in  1982.  His  most 
recent  cabinet  post  was  Public  Works 
Supply  and  Services  from  May,  1986. 

"This  is  a  very  exciting  time  to  be 
involved  in  agriculture  in  Alberta. 

We've  weathered  some  tough  times  and  along 
the  way  have  shown  the  strength  of  this 
industry  and  the  opportunities  we  have  to 

grow  in  products  and  trade,"  says  Mr. 
Isley. 

Mrs.  McClellan  is  a  relative  rookie  on  the 
political  scene  but  not  to  agriculture. 
She  farms  with  her  husband  and  son  in  the 
New  Brigden  area.  She  was  elected  in  a 
November,  1987  by-election  in  the  Chinook 
constituency. 

"I'm  looking  forward  to  the  challenges  and 
opportunities  of  agriculture  today  in 
Alberta.  We  have  a  place  in  the  national 
and  international  scene  and  our  producers 

and  agri-businesses  are  second  to  none," 
she  says. 

For  your  information  their  office  addresses 
and  phone  numbers  are  as  follows: 

Minister  of  Agriculture 
Rm.  131,  Legislature  Building 
Edmonton,  Alberta       T5K  2B6 
Phone:  427-21337 

Associate  Minister  of  Agriculture 
Rm.  126,  Legislature  Building 
Edmonton,  Alberta       T5K  2B6 
Phone:  422-9156 



SUMMER  PROGRAMS  AT  OLDS  COLLEGE 

This  summer  Olds  College  Extension  Services 
is  offering  a  series  of  summer  programs. 
Two  of  the  series  offered  are  Fibre  Week, 

July  10-14  and  17-26  and  Creative  Retreat, 
August  U-18,  1989. 

FABRIC  WEEK  (July  10-14  and  17-26) 
includes  instruction  in: 

Hardanger  -  traditional  counted  thread 
embroidery  course. 

Painting  On  Silk  -  Create  your  own 
exquisite  designs  for  silk  scarves  and 
accessories . 

The  Public  Eye  -  Presenting  Your  Work 
Encompasses      self-assessment,  portfolio 
development      and      locating  exhibition 
opportunities  and  is  designed  for  textile 
artists . 

Willow  Basketry  -  create  a  traditional 
willow  basket  using  authentic  construction 
techniques. 

Two-Day  Courses  -  July  10  and  11 

The  Broken  Line  -  Flexible  Fabric  Strips 
Learn  speed  methods  of  cutting  and  piecing 
to   create   a   striking   quilt   that   can  be 
individually  yours. 

Phone  556-8344 

Log  Cabin  -  Work  through  the  Log  Cabin 
patterns  and  learn  finishing  techniques  to 
complete  samples  of  pillow  tops,  table 
runners  or  wall  hangings. 

The  Art  of  Feltmaking  -  Learn  the  timeless 
art  of  transforming  raw  wool  into  handmade 
felt. 

Embroidery  As  A  Painterly  Medium  -  Learn 
how  the  interplay  of  sheer  fabrics  creates 
shimmering,  subtle  color  combinations. 
This  effect  is  further  enhanced  by  surface 
techniques  as  transfer  dyes,  textile 
paints,  glittering  beads  and  embroidery 
stitches. 

Introductory  Silk  And  Metal  Thread 
Embroidery    -    For    those   wTiio    Tove  crewel 
embroidery.        Experiment    with  embroidery 
stitches   using   silk   and   metal    threads  on 
silk  background  fabric. 
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The  Art  Of  Feltniaklrig  -  Beyond  The  Basic 
For   those  who   have   a   basic  knowledge  of 
feltmaking. 

Amish  Shadow  -  Color  Possibilities 
Explore     Amish     color     principles  while 
constructing  a  quilt. 

Machine  Quilting  -  Design  and  finish 
"down  home"  quilts  on  your  machine. 

Wicker  Basketry  -  Create  your  own  shaker 
market  or  melon  baskets. 

mmTmmmmnm 

Extension  Services 

Computer  Aided  Weaving  -  Students  will 
weave  samples  of  selected  computer  designs. 

"Off  The  Loom,  Now  What?"  - 
success  using  pre-selected 
suitable  for  all  seasons. 

Learn  steps  to 
fabric  samples 

Master  Weaving  Program/Fundamentals  Of 
Weaving  -  Level  2,  Intermediate 
This    courae    covers    the    requirements  for 
the   basic   test   of   the   Guide   of  Canadian 
Weavers . 

UvlB  IV-V  and  VI  are  elgm-day 
'courses  and  run  from  July  17- 26, 1989,  but  do  not  Include  the waekand. 

Certified  Master  Spinner  Program 

Progressive,   six-level   program  designed  to 
train  you  in  all  aspects  of  hand  spinning. 

Spinning  Levels  I  through  VI  -  Provides  the 
student  with  an  introduction  to  basic 
principals  of  spinning  wool  and  progresses 
to  a  concentrated  study  and  skill 
development  using  silk  and  advanced 
spinning    techniques    and    a    major  thesis. 

REGISTRATION  DEADLINE:    June  15,  1989 

Fiv^-Day  Cogrses  -  July  10  to  14 

The  Wonder  Of  Weaving  -  An  Introduction 
Get  acquainted 
fabric. 

with    how    fibres  become 

Serger  Workshop  -  Gain  confidence  to 
tackle  any  project  by  learning  the  many 
types  of  stitches  available  on  your  serger. 



Three-Day  Courses  -  August  16, 17  and  18 

Pants  ■-  Pattern  Alterations  and  Fitting 
Learn  to  fit  and  alter  a  commercial  pants 

pattern. 

two-Day  Gourses  -  August  14  and  1 5, 1989 

French  Sewing  By  Serger  -  Learn  quick  and 
easy  ways  to  create  beautiful  heirloom 
pieces  by  serger. 

MacPhee  Quick  Coats  -  Make  one  of  three 
famous  MacPhee  Coats. 

No  Sew  -  Crafty  Items  -  A  Potpourri  of 
craft    items    to   complete   and   take  home. 

Christmas  In  July  -  Students  will  create 
small  fabric  tree  decorations,  do  "Blossom 
Quiltir.g"    and    create    a    36"  tablecloth. 

Craft  Sr'les,  Here  I  Come!  -  Create 

wonderfu^^    collection    of    boutique  items. 

Fitting  Commercial  Patterns  -  Learn  to 
choose  the  right  pattern  size  and  how  to 
alter  it  before  you  cut  the  fabric. 

Serging  Lingerie  and  Swim  Wear  -  Learn 
serging  techniques  for  making  lingerie  and 
swim  wear  and  information  on  fabric 
choices  and  pattern  alterations. 

Serge  A  Quilt  Top  -  Experience  the  world 
of  both  quilting  and  serging. 

Fashion  Jewelery  -  Learn  simple  techniques 
to  create  your  own  jewelery. 

Sawtooth  Borders  -  Create  a  country-quilted 
jacket  and  skirt  that  you  will  be  able  to 
wear  anywhere. 

Machine  Embroidery  -  Learn  to  do  beautiful 
embroidery  work  with  your  sewing  machine. 

Parkas Create functional  and 
attractive  coat  consisting  of  a  lining  and 
overcoat  shel 1 . 

Fiye-Day  Courses -  July  10  to  14 

Luscious  Leathers  -  Create  the  ultimate  in 
leather  and  suede.  Discover  how  easy  it  is 
to  sew  with  these  materials! 

Tailoring  Made  Easy  -  Learn  to  make 
beautiful,  easily  tailored  garments. 

Knitting  For  Beginners  -  Program  created 
for  someone  who  would  like  the  opportunity 
to  try  machine  knitting. 

Creating  Fashion  Illustrations  -  Learn 
valuable    hints    on    fashion  illustration. 

Battenburg  Lace/Reverse  Applique  -  Learn 
free-hand  stitching  techniques  and 
innovative  techniques  of  applique. 

OldsA 

Phone  556-8344  College 

REGISTRATION  DEADLINE  -  July  17,  1989 

A  variety  of  accommodation  is  available  in 
the  Olds  area  and  excellent  daycare 
facilities  are  available  in  Olds.  For 
detailed  information  on  the  courses  offered 

or  a  copy  of  the  information  booklet, 
contact  Extension  Services,  Olds  College, 

Olds,  Alberta,  TOM  IPO  or  phone:  556-8344 
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COMMUNITY  NEWS 

IDEAS  FOR  NEXT  YEAR 

The  Barrhead  Exhibition  Association  and 
Agricultural  Society  works  with  the 
district  4-H  clubs  to  produce  their 
Achievement  Day  show. 

This  year  they  tried  a  new  idea  to  get 
the  local  businesses  involved.  The 
businesses  donated  trophies  and  were 
asked  not  only  to  present  the  trophy  but 
to  participate  in  a  showmanship  class. 

The  class  was  the  first  opportunity  for 
some  of  the  people  to  show  a  calf.  The 
4-H  clubs  had  done  all  the  initial 
grooming  and  gave  the  showmen  helpful 
hints  on  how  to  show  cattle. 

The  class  was  a  great  success  and  not 
only  insured  that  businesses  would  be 
present  to  present  their  trophies,  but 
classes  provided  good  entertainment  as 
part  of  the  show.  This  idea  could  be 
adapted  to  many  different  shows  in  the 
future. 

NOTE 

In  June  1989,  fair  grant  forms  and 
guidelines  were  sent  to  all  agricultural 
societies  that  held  a  fair  in  1988.  If 
you  did  not  receive  your  forms  or  if  you 

are  holding  a  fair  this  year  and  haven't 
received  a  grant  before,  please  contact 
our  office  for  grant  information  and 
forms. 

/dlborra 
AGRICULTURE 

SEPTEMBER  89 

LOTTERY  FUNDS  PUT  TO  GOOD  USE 

Many  ideas  have  come  from  agricultural 
societies  on  using  their  lottery  funds  to 
benefit  the  community. 

Lomond  -  has  developed  a  scholarship  fund. 

Drayton  Valley  -  has  developed  a  number  of 
plans  for  getting  their  funds  throughout 
the  community. 

-  Development  of  a  Drayton  Valley  & 
District  directory 

Volunteer        recognition  awards 
-  Grants  to  other  community  associations 
-  Farm  family  awards 

Terrific  IDEA 

Drayton  Valley  &  District  Agricultural 
society  has  commissioned  three  local 
amateur  photographers  to  develop  a  slide 
show  which  will  provide  a  pictorial  essay 
of  agriculture  in  the  Drayton  Valley district. 

The  goal  is  to  instill  pride  in  local 
farming  and  farmers.  The  slide  show 
should  help  to  demonstrate  the  prominence 
and  important  of  agriculture  in  their  ar^a. 

Community  Services /Rural  Services  Division,  7000 -113  St.  Edmonton,  Alta.  T6H5T6  Ph:  427-2171 
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A  Tip  of  the  Hat 
and  a 

Toot  of  the  Horn 

Congratulations  on  presenting  the  25th 
Hanna  Agricultural  Society  Fair  and  a 
great  fair  it  was. 

A  tip  of  the  hat  to  Albert  &  Rodina 
Storch  who  have  been  on  the  Board  of 

Directors  in  one  role  or  another  since 

the  first  fair  in  1964.  Other  directors 

and  long-time  service  are  Calton  Viste, 
Jo  McCul lough  &  Norm  Storch.  This  does 
not  end  the  list  of  volunteers  who  have 

worked  hard  to  provide  the  community  with 
a  first  class  fair,  although  not  named, 
their  service  has  been  invaluable. 

Hanna' s  25th  Anniversary  parade  was  an 
example  of  community  support.  Businesses 
and  local  clubs  and  individuals 

cooperated  to  show  off  their  services  and 
their  community  as  they  featured  the  fair 

theme,  "Salute  to  our  Coaches". 

The  agricultural  society  sponsors  the 
annual  fair,  Farmers  Market,  Agricultural 

tours,  workshops.  The  Big  Potato  contest. 
Country  &  Town  Garden  Competitions, 

agriculture  education  programs,  memorial 

fund  and  helps  sponsor  the  4-H  calf  sale 
in  June. 

Although  the  Agricultural  Society  does 
not  own  and  operate  a  facility,  they  have 
financially  supported  the  construction  of 
the  old  arena  in  1973  and  the  new 

arena/curling  complex  in  1979.  They  also 
provided  funding  for  debt  retirement  on 
the  town-owned  arena  complex.  This  was 
provided  through  locally  raised  funds, 
the  Alberta  Agriculture  Capital  grant  and 
Alberta  Lottery  funds  to  agricultural 
societies. 

They  set  a  trend  by  contributing  their 
first  $25,000.00  to  support  Starr 
Ambulance      service.  The  library, 

cemetery.  Stage  West  Theatre  and  the  new 
Allied  Arts  Centre  have  also  received 
funds    from    the    agricultural  society. 

ROUND  HILL  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY  Signage 
above  each  category  names  the  judge  and 

the  community  they  originate  from.  I'm 
told  this  eliminates  a  lot  of  questions 

and  dissention  and  it's  a  great  way  to 
acknowledge  your  judges. 

Example: 

Judge  for  this  category  was 
June  Smith  -  Camrose,  Alberta 

GETTING  TO  KNOW  YOU 

A  great  idea  for  a  fall  get-together  in 

your  community  could  be  a  "get  to  know 
you"  night. 

The  agricultural  society  could  sponsor  or 
host  this  event.  Contact  community 
groups,  the  district  agriculture  office 
and  any  further  education  groups  to  get 
their  support. 

Have  each  group  with  a  table  and  a  simple 
display  to  let  people  know  what  activities 
their  group  is  planning  for  this  winter. 

Information  could  be  available  on  what  the 
community  is  up  to  throughout  the  winter. 
What  an  opportunity  to  develop  a  community 
calendar! 

The  agricultural  society  could  use  this  as 
an  opportunity  to  promote  and  get  support 
for  your  activities. 

Maybe  you  could  add  in  a  supper  or  some 
socializing  opportunities. 

Certainly  this  type  of  event  requires  a 
bit  of  organizing.  But  you  would  have 
good  promotion  for  your  society  and  a 
chance  to  meet  new  friends  and  renew  old 

acquaintances. 

What  a  great  way  to  celebrate  fall  and  a 
successful  harvest  .  .  .  Get  to  know  your 
community. 
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George  Ambrose  who  is  Chairman  of  the 
Fair  Committee  for  the  Lakedell 
Agricultural  Society,  sent  in  these 
stories  from  his  Uncle  Tom  collection. 

"One  story  of  Uncle  Tom's  was  on  how  the 
wind  blows  in  Southern  Alberta.  It  was 
around  where  Lethbridge  is  today.  The 
wind  blew  so  hard  that  the  gopher  holes 
were  two  feet  above  the  ground  and  down 
around  the  corner  a  young  lad  was  selling 
them  for  fence  post  holes.  Badger  holes 
he  was  selling  for  corner  post  holes.  Of 

course  he  only  sold  the  straight  ones!" 

"A  while  back  my  wife  and  I  were  out  to  a 
dinner  party.  On  the  way  my  wife  said, 

"You  know  your  stories  are  sounding  a  lot 
like  Uncle  Tom's."  She  said  that  if  my 
stories  got  too  big  she  would  kick  my  leg 
under  the  table.  So  sure  enough  I  was 
telling  a  story  about  a  barn  I  had  built. 
I  got  to  the  part  where  I  said  that  this 
barn  was  a  thousand  feet  long  and  three 
hundred  feet  wide.  When  my  wife  kicked 

me,  now  she  didn't  have  to  kick  that  hard 
right  on  the  ankle!  Pfinished  the  story 

by  saying  "And  -  And  -  it  was  a  foot 
high!  ^1 

COCHRANE  &  DISTRICT  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY 
Congratulations  on  the  opening  of  their 
new  Agricultural  Park  and  outdoor  arena. 
The  arena  is  set  in  a  horseshoe  bowl 
between  the  hills  on  the  westside  of 
Cochrane,  the  bowl  opens  to  provide  a 
view  of  Cochrane  down  the  valley. 

Their  Heritage  Day  Opening,  rodeo,  horse 
show  and  recreational  events  were  a 
great  success.  The  board  were  visible  by 
their  huge  smiles  and  button  popping 
shirts  —  a  proud  bunch  and  they  should 
be! 

It's  done  and  they  are  debt-free.  When 
you  drive  west  you'll  notice  a 
•Hollywood'  style  sign  on  the  east  side 
of  the  hill  "Agricultural  Society  Park", 
good  visibility. 

FROM  TWO  HILLS  FAIR  BOOK,  1989 

DO  YOU  JUST  BELONG? 

Are  you  an  active  member 
The  kind  that  would  be  missed 
Or  are  you  just  content 
That  you  name  is  on  the  list? 

Do  you  attend  the  meetings 
And  mingle  with  the  flock. 
Or  do  you  just  stay  at  home 
And  criticize  and  knock? 

Do  you  take  an  active  part 
To  help  the  work  along. 

Or  are  you  just  satisfied  to  be 

The  kind  that  "Just  Belong"? 

Do  you  ever  go  to  visit 
A  member  who  is  sick 
Or  leave  the  work  to  just  a  few 
And  talk  about  the  clique? 

There's  quite  a  program  scheduled 
That  I'm  sure  you've  heard  about. 
And  we'll  appreciate  it  if  you,  too 
Will  come  and  help  us  out. 

So  come  to  the  meetings  often 
And  help  with  hand  and  heart; 
Don't  be  just  a  member 
But  take  an  active  part. 

Think  it  over  member 
You  know  right  from  wrong; 
Are  you  an  active  member; 
Or  do  you  just  belong? 

TWO  HILLS  &  DISTRICT 
AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY 

PS:    Where  did  you  put  the  hill  that  was 
in  the  centre  of  the  bowl?? 
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START  UP  WITH  A  BANG 

Many  agricultural  societies  hold  their 
annual  meetings  in  the  fall.  These 
meetings  should  be  an  opportunity  to  talk 
about  your  accomplishments  and  get 
enthusiastic  about  the  next  activity 
packed  year. 

Here  are  some  quick  ideas  that  might  make 
that  annual  meeting  more  enjoyable  for 
all: 

1.  Have  a  supper  or  social  event  before 
or  after  the  meeting.  No 
socializing     during     the  meeting. 

2.  Keep  the  meeting  to  a  "bearable" 
length  -  2  hours  maximum. 

3.  Circulate  written  reports  before  the 
meeting. 

4.  Don't  read  entire  report  when  people 
have  something  to  read  -  highlights. 

5.  President's  report  gives  the  past 
year  activities. 

6.  Treasurer  provides  complete  financial 
statement  and  proposed  budget. 

7.  All  committees  provide  brief  reports. 

8.  Nominations  committee  introduces 
director  candidates  -  Call  for 
nominations  from  the  floor  -  Vote. 
(Ballot  may  be  preferred  so  have 
these  ready) . 

9.  Set   dates    for   next  meeting  dates. 

10.  Make  a  point  of  having  an  executive 

or  director's  meeting  within  the  next 
few  weeks  to  get  new  people  oriented. 

Make  your  annual  meeting  a  good  kickoff 
to  your  1989-1990  year. 

Rae  Hunter  and  Louise  Welsh  are  your 

program  consultants  for  all  the  province's 
agricultural  societies. 

We  are  both  willing  to  assist  your 
agricultural  society  in  whatever  way  we 
can.  Please  book  workshops,  meetings  and 
consultations  early  as  we  are  already 
getting  quite  busy  and  you  will  avoid 
disappointment. 

Upcoming  Events 

More  details  will  be  sent  soon. 

Nov.  3  &  4  -  Grande  Prairie  -  Regional 
Agricultural  Society  meeting.  Alberta 
Association  of  Agricultural  Societies  and 
Alberta  Agriculture. 

Nov.  24  &  25  -  Southern  Alberta  Regional 
Agricultural     Society     Mini  Conference. 

Possible:       AAAS    &    Alberta  Agriculture 

Agricultural  Society  Meetings 

Westlock  -  Region  5  meeting  Nov.  17  or  18. 
Metiskow  area  -  Region  4  meeting  Nov.  22 or  January  1990..^^^^ 

For  More 

Information 

INFORMATION  ON  CONFERENCE  ORGANIZATION 

Rhonda  Reid,  District  Home  Economist  in 
Edson  has  developed  a  package  of  materials 
designed  to  help  volunteers  who  are 
organizing  conferences. 

The  initial  draft  is  complete  and  Rhonda 
is  now  working  with  Alberta  Agriculture, 
Information  Services  on  printing  this 
material . 

If  you  would  like  to  obtain  some  of  this 
information  contact: 

Rhonda  Reid,  DHE 

District  Agriculture  Office 
Provincial  Building 

Bag  Service  9000 
Edson,  Alberta       TOE  OPO 

or  call:  723-8205  or  130-8205  on  the 
RITE  line 
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